
"DAD - TELL US ABOUT YOUR TIME 
IN THE AIR CORPS " 

This is '.ialt.er '~' . SI<;art.z's acccunt 
of his milit.ary career . As a !llernoet 
of ~t. . 2rnest. 3. Fit zpatrick's crew 
~.e was shot. C.OW"{l over Be18~UlD and 
taken under Lt.. Rene Londoz' scare 
[or escape 8.:1C evasion. Here is his 
story. 

( cont.i n~ed fro~ September ) 

It .... as here on the second day that 
we watched a strange story take 
place. After lIIeeting M!llIIlIIy and Pap?:' 
(the l eader. by the way. was Ma~~y. 
... " d lOne "'as i!"! charse of the Sec r et 
Army ). three :nen entered the court 
yare: t\.·o sat on a bench outside t he 
house ..... hil e the thi rd caCie in and 
all of II. sueden. French '~'as again 
spoken "'ith lots of emotion, pl us 
the ususl ar::! ''''8ving! A coin .... as 
flipped. The;' looked at one another 
and a small p:stol was handed to one 
of the men. They all k:ssed in the 
usual manner. that ... e were no'" be
coming accustoced to. The!"!. this man 
plus the twO sitting on the bench 
left together. ~e .... ere later infor::!
ed t.hat one of the t ... o Ir.en sitting 
on the bench ... ·as to be ex.ecuted for 
betraying the Secret Ar~y and pass
ing on information to the Germans. 
The met.hod used .... as for all three 
men t.o ride on a trll.::J, while travel
ing in a noisy city. the pistol was 
then to be placed t o the victi!ll's 
head and the noise of the shot .... ould 
be covered by the noise of the tram. 
The t ... ·o o:en "'oulc! then l e ave the 
tr4lll where a car ",auld be waiting 
for them. This story .... as confir~ed 
while we "'ere there in September of 
1987. 

Four days later. we left the 
Secret Army Headquarte:.-s. A .... eek 
lat er we learned t~e GerClans raided 
t~e Headquarters. The only one they 
fO\lnd was Mammy. the "'oman .... ho ',olliS 
the leader of the underground f or 
that area. The Germa~s beat her b~ 

tally but were never able to get her 
t o tell the!ll anything. Our:ng ou~ 
visit in 1987. we learned there were 
seve r al J e .... s hiding i!"! an adjoining 
court yare in House #5 and "'he n they 
heard the Ge r mans were coroing. es
caped out the back Olinda",. while the 
Germans searched House ~3 first. 
They next went to House #5. fi:ldi ng 
nothing they left and the Je ... ·s ",ere 
then able to ret .. r n by "'ay of the 
front door. 

It .... as in Liege that we ... ere to 
split \lp again with Joe Lisicki and 
Bill Schack going together. and 
Fritz and I going together. I did 
:lOt learn of their capture until ;;e 
r eturned t o the States in Nove!llber 
of '44. Here again. the fickle 
f inger of fate w~s li t ... ork. for 
t he re were t .... o woroen and one man : 0 

8 

be acting as guide s . none of us 
"'anting to go with the .... ooen. So .... e 
dre~' st.ra,.-s. :::rnie and i losing. or 
so ",e thought a t the ti!!le. So lo'e 
l eft fo11o .... ing a. ttother and daughter 
t e8.lO . 

There were oany stOps .... ith various 
places to hide and several changes 
of guides. >:e spent a fe ... days at a 
castle ( relative cf the King of Bel
gi\ll!l) but had to keep moving usually 
because of tne Ger~ns looking for 
u.s . -.se did learn that after "'e left. 
t he Ger~ns did come looking for us 
and shot up :he ,,· .. lls "'ith !!lachine 
gun fire . The :-·oungest son of these 
fine people ... as later killed by the 
Geroans . 

Our next stop "'as IllUcn longer but 
in no time '"e again had to l eave be
cause "'e "" e r e told the Ge:.-mans .... e-:::e 
looki ng fo:.- us in the area. ~e took 
the longest. ar~ most painful lo'alk I 
have ever had. '~ben "'e finally StOp
ped. I had so ma:lY blisters on !!Iy 
feet I stopped ceunting as the lady 
at the farm house opened them up 
· .. i t.h a needle and then had me soak 
them in hot ,,·ater. I ... as given clean 
socks and a different pair of shoes. 
'.ie stayed at t his farl11 !"louse that 
night but befo:.-e soing to bed we 
"'e re eac!"l given pistol!> and told 
that if anyone ca::le through the door 
to shoot. "'e "'ere a,.,akened t he next 
1110rning, (cautiously! !!light. add and 
"'ith great care) so the farme r told 
us. for fear of getting shot. 

AS you kno"· . the invasion came on 
June 6. 1944 and prevented us from 
moving any further south than the 
Liege a:.-ea. It had always been our 
hope to try for the Pyrenees and 
i nto Spain. 

Before the kl:erican First Army 
arrived i n the city, we heard a com
motion going on ou:siee the house "'e 
were hieing in. Looking out the win
dow. we observed several Ger~ns. 
some on a vehicle ar~ others walking 
to the doo:.- of the next house and 
then banging on t he door. 1 twas 
ob~-ious they ~'cre in a hurry. iOe had 
learned that .. doctor lived in this 
house and "'hen he saw them drive up 
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( see names belo .... ) 

photo -~al ter SlOartz 

he ran do"~ the cellar steps and 
escaped out through one of the o t her 
home s. All of the basements were 
connected just in case a bomb should 
st:-1ke one of the homes. these were 
a r e Ro,", Houses. One of t he Germans 
had been vounecd and needed atten
tion. The doctor's wife told them 
t.hat he had gone out and that she 
did not kno .. · where he vas. They did 
not believe her and began to torture 
her. I .... ill not describe t.he method 
they used but I can tell you I shed 
PLany t.ears as we listened and not 
able to do anything. It takes a long 
ti_ for hate to leave. I said at 
the time and have said often since. 
that " if c r ying prevents one from 
becoming a man, then 1 will never 
make it." 

ORIGINAL CREY M~~ER5 
pilot: Lt. Ernest Fit:2;patrick I'ol{ 
co· pilot: Lt. Howard '.i. Lynch NY 
navigator: Lt. James E. 5her;.·ood DC 
bombardier: Lt. Joseph J. Lasicki NY 
ndio oper: T/Sgt. Paul A. Kana OH 
engineer: 1/5gc . Walter W. Swartz PA 
alt.engr: S/Sgt James E. Williams GA 
Armor/g: S/Sgt Yillial11 E. Schack OH 
al t .engr: S/Sgt Donald F. !'..enser PA 
tail/g: S/Sgt Daniel 2. Jones OH 

the twO crew members that were 
dropped were , Menser and Jones. Don
ald Menser I<;as assigned to his 0"'" 
crew. Daniel Jones w.as killed flying 
with a nother crew. 

On the night we were shot do",", we 
l'.ad two officers fl ying: their first 
t.raining miss ion. They were: 
co· pilot • Lt . Richard V. Thiriet 
navigator - Lt . Cornell Oogrothy 

Shortly after J...iege was liberated 
in Sept.amber. 1944 . .... e started our 
trip home by way of the Red/Blue 
Ball Highway, crossing on pontoon 
brieges in army trucks. being stop
ped tillle and again to be interroga
ted. Reaching Paris , France, we nat:· 
uraUy had. to be interrogated one. 
again. After which .... e were fl own to 
London aboard a C_t. 7 .... here .... e "'ere 
put back in unifor:n and returned to 
our base at Har:.-ingtor.. England.. 
Things sure had changed in four an 
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one half lIIonthr.. : : '.las soed to be 
able to talk \,'i:h our C. O. Col He!-
111'1 a nd obUi:l all of :z:y ba.c:k pay . 
The crobl e.':: ,,',as . ;;here to p1.It all 
that ' !:loney ! I also fou:".~ that a ll 
the C"~ !'. ass igned t o thl! quoruse: hI!: 
1 r.ac Mer. l~vj.ng 1t: . 1-.ad also been 
s hot do .. '":'1 or era.hee after we had. ! 
hope they we!'e as luc:k:o, as ... e .... e r e. 

r arrive!! in the Sta : es i:'l :-Oovelll' 
ber of '44 : 0 II ''';:lncer::.:.l · .. clcollie 
a:'td laany parties. ~ _.-. . _.

• • -.-• • 

9 

.-
.- ~ I 

Alliec flyers that 
were liberated Sept. 
15. 19t.4. ?:-,otO taken 
at Liege . Sel&iuc . 

Sack Ro.: (L·a): 3rd 
f ro::l left is T/Sgt: 
',;a1 t et ''; . S.:artz and 

"
f 1";' tn r oe .etr .5 ... t . 

- -. " ~ ~,.- - ' " :.=-nes . . • _~_ _<_ 

photo· ;.talter S ... art: 

Beigian rne.etg r::n,.:n<! Memet:.-s. Photo taker; 
at Liege, Belgiu~ , S~pt, 1944, 

lIelf;ian L'OI!etSrol,.r.e :-ler:;bers. ?ho::o taken 
at I..~eg., S.IS ~o.u:l . Se pt. 194L.. 

3rd R,o .. , Fro!: Fro::~ ( :' ·R ) , 4t h f ret:! t ;;e photo s .;;alter S'J4rtl 
left is r l Sgt .... 41:~r ... , SI-,art: ami Sth 
froc: the left is Lt , Ernes t B, H:::?.!trick 

3td Rolo' Fro::l Front ( L·R ): 6 t:-:' frol:l t ;,e 
left is T/Sgt ;';alter ''': . S,,·a :." t:: a~d 7 t!": 
fto~ t he left is Lt. Ernest B. F i tzpat rick 

MAIL CALL 
CAR?ETBhGGERS IDENTIFI ED 

Dear 5i, 
Rder"nce t he Sept. 1994 • 4geh 

issue of t;;e Carp~tbagge r newslett:~r 

on p.Ilg" l. . the photo submi tted by 
Beb Booll" af S off i cers a:ld t. "n' 
listed perso:mel. I can 1cen ::: ~fy 

t:he offi c" ::s sinc e .2 are of my ere .. ' ! 
Starting left: to r ight : Ji:= Geo r g", 
boClbareier : Rudy Rudolph. Ops Of f; 
Bob Boone , Sq. CO: Ge or ge Stinch
cOlllb . a i r c r aft cOlll!Under: and S111 
F"rman . navig~:::or . 

The e,...list"d p~ fsollncl Io'orked i:'l 
Squadron Ops. 

The r".son f o r t:he pho:o vas "'e 
( lilY e:" .. ) hae j ust eo!:!?leted our 
35th l1)ission. You ean count t~e 
lierle bo~bs on Geo:g" and Fetcan's 
jacke: s . Jim eco:ge fl e .. ' ano ther 
sorcie in the C- l.7 a::.d I He'.' 3 in 
t he C·47, 

It "'as a shock and at the sa!!:e 
t i me a p l "asure to see tnat photo. 

You guys are doing a g r e at: j ob. 
Keep it up , please . 

Sincerel y , Gee:.-ge J. St:inchcomb 

Dear SI.. 
Your issue of ~The c.a ::-petbagge:: w 

.. as as goa<::! as eve r . 
Refe:::ence t he pic t u r e of me and 

others - ?age 4: This i s .. pictu::e 
o f the 858th Oper~tiar.'s Staff. The 
officers ~wR are Jim ecorge, bomo . 
on Stinchcomb' s cre ... rie .. as from 
Omaha, NE. and he d :e4 s"ve ral years 
ago; llIe ; Boone: George Sti:lchcomb, 
pilot: navigator of Stinchcomb's 
cre'J but his na~e e oes not come back 
to Cle at thi s tia:e. 

Enlistee men L- R: Section Cle::-k 
and dri .... er . CpI. 1: S/ Sgt. w;'$kie o r 
Laskey or sOlte t:hing Eke t hat. He 
was from Phili or Pittsburg o r th"re 
abouts , He _as Chi"f Cl erk of the 
S~ction. The o t !':e r r;>.IO 1o:8r" S,,<:tion 
Clerks bI.: ::: I don't k."'IOI.· the~r naoes 

:-!y beS t , Rudy Rudolph 

De ll!: ::ii. 
"Iary and! have ha.d breat fun i ll 

~ccalling !:.any of t.he eVeneS ane j av 
~Uled tilllc s on aur t.r:'p "'irh th" 
- Carpe!.baggcrs" in Ha:::rington Ens ' 
lllnd and in ?a:-i.s a,...d Lyon. F:-a nce 
'..11l '_'ill never forgt!t the I.'arm re 
ception at each of t he .... illages of 
St. Cyt de \'alorges. St . Gercain 
1.. .. :I\'a1 . Ta r are , Duerne a!'ld Annec)'. I n 
e ve r y village the vi llagcrs .. 'ere 
""aiti ng f or us. 

It i s cle~r th&t the "Maquis" -
th~ Resista nce - is f,reat l y r"sp"ct
ed in France ami al i of the "Carpet· 
b.aggers w gOl t o go alollg .... ·ith thc:= 
fo r a ". 'onder f ul r ~ dew. 

I lIeve,' in "'Y Io'i l dest d reaCls 
tho!,lght t hst I \O"u:d ge t t o mard:. to 
a mil i tlIry band do .. ." t he Champs 
El ysces, sal u te the Fr e nch N&t i ona I 
Honor . light the flame at the l OGlb 

of the Fr<' lIch c·nkno l.-::' Soldier .!I.:-.ci 
lay A l.' r e Ath o f flo;.,'ers Oil h i s toc:o 

d "A d _. h , . U:l eJ" t"e rc e .:-lOr::tp c . • ~ I.'a s a 
gea t trip!! 

THOliG:-:T FOR THE VA Y ---, 
-:-lorale is the grea t "s: si ngle 

fa<:to r in S!.lcc"ssful ·.;ars." 
~ . '" D - • " .. tg .. r . :.lse nr:.ower 
For~er Pr"s~de n::: , Ge ner a l 


