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JEDBURGRS

0R.rltlon. Tell Gil"

Jedburgh TeEtm Glle. Wal the seventh team to be d18p"tche4

to Fr.nce from the UI.

Members of Tep

The members of Teall GlI.s were:

Cak.;~i~o=;~n8rd M.W. Inox,AC (,/32) (CS), code nR~e:

Captain Paul Lebel (Frer:ch), oode name: LoIre .

Sergeant Gordon H. Tack (W /T), code name: Tickle.

Area to IIh1ch D1.patched

Team GlI•• wal dlepetched on t.l1e ::l gnt ot SIr;. July to

t he Fint'tere eres, France.

Background of Resistance 1n Area.

TeRm Gil•• W~8 belng dispatched to the nel!!horr.ood of

the SAS tp-am Dingeon . Ttls 8AS team WE'S 1n e t.ee e c '"' r.tect

with Jedburgh Georg" (7~J) the new Delegue Ml11talre Fanction,

And F SecUon I••gent Fernand (734).

The original SAS team, Etccompa nled by FernAnd, hEtd

been sent to tl'!t f1l?ld on 5 June. Tney lllfld'!" c ent ac t w1ttl

resistance end by 8 June had oont~ct~d 3,500 men. On the

n1gnt of 9/10 June a relcforclng SAS p.rty together w1th

Jedburgh team George wer~ d1spfltched to th11 b ea e ,

Or. 13 June word Wt'B rece1v-d fro!'D SAmweet And Freder1ck ,

(735) lin 3M pflrty end JfOdhurgh team 1n tne GU1 ngamp ares,

tnst they we}"'" unable to malnte1n en organizet1on 1n t.ne ~rea

And wer~ fall1ng bp-clt on D1ngeon.

w .rge auant1t1es of lupplles had been de11vel"pd to t he

Dlngeor. base and reports .howed th~t the r-e were 2,300 armed

men 1n tr:.e area. Also, all the ra11w8Y8 were out of sction

with the exeept t on of one dngle trll:ck.

(732)
(733)
(734)
(736)

~~ar D1ary Vol 11 p
See pp 39 th1. Vol
liar D1ary Vol 3 p
See pp 33 th1. Vol
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Operations, Team Giles (Cont Id)

On 14 June George r-epor-t ed eucceearu.r pr-ogr-ee s tn h1s

Are ..., but eu gg e e t ed dispatching Jedburgh t eama to the

Flnlsterre and Loire Inferleure RreS8 to develop r-eaf a t e nce ,

Fernand hEld reported thpt t ner-e were 8,000 men t n the

Flnlsterre area to be organized but they were wltno'.lt "rms.

Purpose of Mission

The specific mission of team Giles was to organize restst_

anc e 1n the FlnlB~e'r:'e nr-e e , No offenRlve action WRS to be

under-t.eken h o.....ever, unless instructed to do 80 by 8FHQ.

Hethod of Dropning pr.d Recepti on Cementttee

The 't eam ,"",AS to be dropped to a non- moor. recepti on

c omnf t t e e e e r-r ang ed by F Section , with Jedburgh :leorgels

EurekA, if h e could neve it to the Fir.isterre s r ea , If this

were impossible, they would be dropped to a bonf Lr-e reception

to be ar-r-anged by George.

The taRT!. "'ss dr epn t cbed ...,it.h the standard J'edbur-gh

109<1. Aleo, 15 ccnuat ner-e and 6 packages were to be dropped

wi th 'then,

SCBle or Air Support Li:itel:r

Future plr delivierea woul"- be sufficient to s rrn the

groups contacted by the t e em, Howev e r-, not more t han 3, (X) ')

were to be recruitea without further reference to SFH.:t.

Communicatio.n....!

The t esm WRS dropped with :2 ',In sets ...,ith i ns t r uc t i ons

to establish contact with the Home Station as 800n RS nosslble.

Arrangements were nade for an "greed message to be

br-o adc e at over the BSG at specified times. This would serve

8S a means of identification to any group the 't eam might coo-

tact.
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Operations TeBJll G11e8 ( Cont I d)

Fin,nce

Each J ed burgh ot'f1.ce r taoit. 10 0 , 000 Frenc h franc. a nd 50

Amer i can do ! '!a r 8 w1th him. The WIT operator t oo k 50, 000

Frenc h r r-ar.c e Rr:d 50 Americ a n dollars.

Rela t i ons wi th Othe r Allied Unit!

5peclal Airborn Servic,.. At t he t t ne t h e 't eara lIR.e

dispat ohed there was no SAS uni t 1n the Ar ea . Howev er , it

VAl pos Blble thp.t at 8 Let e r- de t e s uch II un it might b e

e9 tllo l 1 8he d i n 'th e ares. I n t hi s 0"'9'. t h e team wou l d a8 s1 at

1n ee t l\b l lsh l ng t h... baae a nd Rsslatlr:g them 1n an y WA y pce e t ;

b Le , I f 8 Lar-ge SAS ba s e ver-e ,st Rb ll.hed I llter 1n t h i s lire",

it mi ght be po s slble t hAt t he t e aM would b e p l aced u nde r it .

c OII:nl\nd.

Other J edburgh PArtie.. Esc h Jedbur gh t eam c ame d i rec t l y

u nd er the comms:'ld of SFHQ. Howev er . i t .... ould be va luable to

cont Rot other te8JIB work1 ng 1n the same ar-ea , as team George

W8S. since they woull1 b e able to provide ad ditional informati on

con c erning the ares a nd he l p 1n 8s tabl1 sh !.ng th e ne c e s s a ry

c ontac t. f or de velopl r.g r 8 s 1 st8nc~ t here.

An Al l ied M,ilsl on . Should an Al l i ed mi s 91.on be di spAt ch ed

t o t h i s a res. l at er , the teft~ might b e olaced under it s CC':lmand.

AI 1.i ed Forc e s It Ove r run. If overrun by Al l i ed Forces ,

t he teAm t ed !.n 8t ruc t1 ~n !J to r ep ort t o t he h eadauprt ere of

t he n ea r-e a t; All i ed un it And 9sk ~ or the :'nteillgen c e of f i cer

ot th e u ni t . No detai ls of t heir wor k wer e to be gi ven even

t o thi s of f i c er , but they we re t o A. I. him t o f orwer d t.he e to

the neRr e s t SF Statr. Thls starr would iden tity t hem Rnd

pa. s them ba ck t o SF'HQ.

Upon Arri val 1n the Field . As 8 0 0 n A8 p oss i b l e aft er
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Operation. Te am Giles (Cont!..ll.

Rrrlv lng 1n the f1.14 the team would report on t he organizAt ion,

strength. And arms of r esistance i.n the Fln18terre area.

They would 0180 r ep ort on the p os s ibi l i t y of c ontroll l r.g

a n area i nto W'h ~ ch dayligh t deliver ies could b e mad e a t 8;

La t e r- date.

I f With dra wl Sh ou ld Bec ome Ne c e e a ar-v , It eneay ac t r c n

1:1 t h e A :" P 8 b ec aa e t oo gre .l'! t f or t h e t e 8AI t o rem,, ~ r. IlInd c e r-r -y

on I ts 8 ct ~v~tl ee, t t.e y we r e t o ma ke a r-r -ange merrt s t o repor t

to t h e SAS' Dl ng8 or: ba s e , R~ter hev Lng fi rs t infoned SFH~ of

t he i r i ntenti on .

.!.L..Q.ap t ured. ': he t e llm ~o oi<. no cover s t o r y ....i th 1t to

th e f i eld , 80 i n eve n t o~ be l r-.g take r. pri s on er ,;~ e y would

b e t ak en AS s oldler. Lr; u n i f orm p er ! orm l ::g t ~ e : r ord l ::ary

:011 1 t Rry du t Le e , Eve r y e e t s bLf ahed : 8 \0( 0:' ~ "l r! 8re would

8'Pp l y to tt em a nd t hey would gi ve t h eir na -ee , r-a nk , p nd

e ez-La L number only.

Inform-atl or. Provided t o Team

Tt:.e following l :1!or:netl or. 'WAS g~ven t he t.e an before

b ein g :U sp"tched :

1. Ene my order of b a t t Le t n t he a r-ee ,

2 . I n!ormatI !>:1 r-ege r-d i ng d~ll1P8 ,qro d e t or-ag e "reA8 .

3. Polle e Il:nd 3estapo Loc at.L 'me ,

4. I nformRt!o:1 of p r ev i ou s op er-e t i on e ir. t he e r-e e - s ~ore 8

dell"ered, 8vailFible a r-ma, recent me8 <>R ~~8 received .

5 . Lis t a r.d descripti on of ot her Allied a ge nts cpe r a t Lng

1n the area:

A. Red o , an RF ee c t i cn a ge n t t r a i ned r n p e r -echu 't e

work ar.d sabo t ll: ge ( 73$ .

)2.. Rateau, an RF Agent (7 37).

(73 6 ) War Diary Vol 3 1>
(n7 ) War Di ary Vol 3 1>
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Opere t t ane . Tea ll Gile. (Cont ' e!)

Summar Y of WI T Me•• , ge l Exc hanged

o J uly From Gil.. ( n 8)

' Arma .1ree~y dhtrlbutpd i n Mao ut . 20 0 . The
e i tue t t e n at Flnll tere 18 no t l'Il i nr ere ee , Brei t
region intpoI. lele tor t h e momen t , Se nd three tes lU
for regions Marl...t x , Qulmper ar.d Q.u l :r.perl. , reoeftt
Qul!"fl'Derle. Gilee 11 i ns talled 1n 'the regio n of Ch"telJuneut.
He 1, g oing to co ntac t t he chier. fit i'lnlltere wr:o will
folllw t o co-ordinate 1I1rfteldl i( po •• tble fo r each
t~lIl1. Send a rdlllon . It

l~ J uly Fro," SFHQ (7< 9)

"Have r-ecetvee y'1ur me'8~ge of t h e r:.~!'!. th . Te,l't':!1
FrA nci. And Gilb ert p~ r l'! chut ed on the n i gh t of 0/10
i nto the r-egt on e o~ Qu lm.p"' r and QUlmperle. ....e a r-e
h(')ld ~ r.g b . ck on . ~ndl r: g t h l" third te l'llll t o t he J.!orle i :x
P1 r e unt i l we r.e e r fr oll. you . ;wi t t:. it y~ ~ w1l1 ge t
you r e t i t t c n , Th a nkl II lot r c r- rapidi t y of c ont s c t ; "

11 J uly r rom SF!lQ t o Gil.. ( 7 40 )

IlThf'! t e amlJ f or Qu i :,rp~r lind Qui 1Uperl e hav e jllre,d y
t er r , 'Ne are send i ng , b~gi !1r: lr.g t o - :no r r ow. p firs t ~ f'! "O;:

:~~~r~f!~~ri;rJ;~re;h~f c~~:d~~ 11d~:t~~~~e :or At ~:c ~~~i ~~ Bn:
i_ Her-ac e , If t h e lat ter ca nno t "'o r k ~ u st now 1n th e
Brell t regi on, i t will begin it,. " cti vl tif'!1 t o t hp nort h
of your zo ne 1n order t o nr-epar-e its ~ ns t Rl18 t :' (l n 1n
thfl' zor.e wee t of M.orl .lx. SignAl Eureka or by bont'i re.
Alaln wlll be an t h .. reception cOJlmittl"e."

"5 itup t :,., n Fl n l e t e r e A I rol lo"'l. COllf!. t regl ~~ B

i ncludi ng Bres t l:r:p oe a l b l e . Or:. ::'y wPy 11 t o ,",ar k out
f rom. cen t e r-, Rec ept ion re~dy trom ""edntsdRY on , Se r.d
BBC me . s 8 ~ e . CrRo k 1 1 ~nRl. w1l 1 only be lent 1! "f"

."ilh t o s c rub. 1I

12 J u ly Fro.. Gil.. (742)

" Haye not f ound 9nCl.pg~ 8 ~ 5 c or t lllr. lr. g r:od t " ..r.d
t a ckf ee e nut.p ae nt , Drop r-epI ac ement on Po t r-e, Just
Lea r-ned e r Itrrl"" l of ot her t e-.~. . Se c ond ee e s ..ge 1s
fro!!! t ea n drotmed At :'::: o ltd r 1 . Th e1 r r pd l l'l b r-ok en , Se nd
t"r:u t o Frssboise lI:"!d PO!1l. ~e receptio n e r-r-snged , ~

li..lY1.Y. From Gil.. ( 743)

1I 0 u r r ec ei ve r Lee t In rorc~d mcve , E88entlal lI . n ~

ground P Ol r-e , "

- --- --- -- - - --
' n 8) C-486 3 / 1 9 J ul 44
( 74 0) C - " ~lO 11 J u l 44
( 742) C- 49 45 /E 12 Jul 44

( ·/3 9) C-~ 815 10 J u l 44
( 7 41) C- 4942 /4 12 J ul 44
' 7 4~) C- 25/ 7 14 Jul 44
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Operations. Team Gl1e! (Cont'd'

15 July From Gil.. (7~~ )

liOn no Account use ground La Lune Brille sur Le
Dolmen. Ground searched by Boehe and messAges too well
known ,"

15 July From Gil.. (7~5)

IIRecelyed 2 loadll on Peche yesterday. Boehe Arrived
j us t too Le t.e , Do not use Peebe agRl n until furthf"r
not i c e ••

16 July From Gil.. (746)

"GenerAl report. Our region Chateaulin Chpteauneuf.
MSr"ul•.d't'111A.ted to FTP. We are 1n process of Arming
~nd organizing theIR 1n companies with orders to remAin
oulf11t. S., far orders obeyed corap Let eLy , Men excellent.
Rave had c cn t ee t with Deuartment Chlef of Liberati':!n but
hi_ organiz.ation h AS such Incredil:lly bad securit y thet
WI do not l1 ke to touch it. In any case it does not
count tor much 1n this ar-ea .. "

17 July From Gil.. (747)

"Have with us Canad1an ~1rman shot down over Brest
R. month "go, F11ght Lieutenant Brown. Send inetructions
on e eeep e route 1l11JT1ed111tely. You dropped 6 conta1nerB
on Frslllobo1Be. All found - ground aaf e , Drop some more.
No drop on Cerise last night. II

~ From Gil.. ( 748)

"Frederi ck. encircled but eacep ed. Redia lost.
Tackies psckpge found. Chute did not open. Bend ent1re
pf!lckAge Clu1ckly. Set Imelhed to hell."

1~ July From Gil.. ( 749)

"Cerise reA.dy but do not r-eoeat until a eked , Received
4~ containers, 2 Jed t earae and :3 French errrcer-e • Sending
I Jed to Msnuis Plou Rach Frcmboise to worll: on Morlllix.
Oth er to MRnuis 5t Segsl Pomme to work on Brest. ReTleat
hroPld ctlst of 11th on new groups. We destroy old ones Rt
once. Too ne er- Jerry to file them. Our lOf!!!;es I? Boche
23 . "

22 July From :a l . . (750)

"Have been ir.formed that Berthe.\i1, Chief FF1 Depertment.
hAS cornolained to London of our A.ctivities. We think he
compls1n. that we hp.ve based our ac t t on on FTP in our
zone. True enough bec auae in our region resistance 1s
mostly maquill rTP. We litre 1n same MAnuis as Denl'lrtment
Chief rTP who 1s t n l1aillon with Berth8ud. This p'rrAn,lZ'fI'
ment WIIB mAde at an interview between us And Bertt.aud .
Discussed 81 tiue t Lon yesterday w1th Ogden Smith and they
agr-ee ",ith us. Ex'Pect th1~ even ing meeting with Bertt.eu~.

to settle. II

(744 : 0-69/9 15 Jul 44
(746) 0- 11 5/ 13 16 Jul 4~

(748 ' It> nuabe r- 18 Jul ~4

( 7 ~0 ) 0-279/22 22 Jul ~4

(745) 0-72/10 1~ Jul 44
(747 ) 0 -157 17 Jul 44
(749) 0-232/19 1~ Jul 44
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Operations. Te8m Glle, (Con t I d)

22 July From SFHQ to GU.. (75 1)

·Firstl,. ve eenr i r e t h a t Jedburgh. Ilhould organize
parachute drop. 1n agreement. w1th "F1 Departmental.
Seoo nd we appro,., or t he' work er Giles w1t h FTP Who are
integral part or the FrI. Third we co unt on the com
pr ehen s i on and patriotism ot more of them tor action
and tul l l!lgreeme nt. 'Ie are happy to have lIade c ontact
with Berthaud with wholl ti ne activity we are acauainted.·

~ From GU.. ( 752 )

IRave moved tor fourt h time . Jerry gett i ng on
our- t all.·

24 July Fr o", GU.. ( 75<)

·Followi ng ob jectives tor bo mb a r dmen t ha v e b e en
vlsl ted . Agen t of oure 8ay. i nformati on le reliable.
Map refere nces 811 on France over 50, 000 published by
War Ortlce 194 3. 1st head ouarters north CO lut defenses ,
Chateau des 11l11ee 1n part 2 ue north ot Lell Neven wee t
ot roa~ Les Neven - Plouneour Trez reterence sheet 2
raap 2 Landerneau ecuar e 08 20. Se co nd bat tello n wl t h all
1t l t r a nspo r t a lo ng both sldes ot road 1n wood 1n curve
ot road Landernesu - Les Neven I 1 km northwest or Land 
erneau, reterence sh e et ~ , Landerneau equare 120 5. Th1r d
parachu t is t c antoruaent i n Wood e as t at r oad Cha teau11 n
QUlmerch, 6 mB due nor t h ot Cha teaul1n 1n reference
sheet ~ Gee 5 Chateaul1n square 2481."

25 July From GU.. ( 754)

·SSy Bertheud t oday. Everythi ng t ine . ·

25 J uly Froll GU.. ( 75 5)

IReceived and dis tributed -4 108d 8 . Mone y an d radi o
rece ived and Frenci. got his l a8 t night . Ra ve 1 rAd i o
c omplete. 1/2 milli on a nd 2 ca r bine s tor Gilbert. Team
Horaee sent into Bres t area by arrangement wi th BerthPlud .
No idea whereabouts Hilary. Send more boot s they are
essent ial tor Maa uis . Some or our compa ny mar ch 1n
eabet e , Have set up medical serv i ce t or e vacuat ion er
wounded t o Qui m:per b y 2 Quimp er d ee t c r-e, Plesse Bend
s ome USA ciga r ett e s t or Giles We a r e r o l l i ng ou r own.. It

~ Fro m GU.. ( 756 )

·In gr a ve da nger . Mi. sed b r oadc a s t l ast ni ght. MPlY
miss t on ight l • • Boche co nc entr at i ng ell round U 8 . '

~ From SFHQ to GU.. ( 7b7)

'Our con~r&tulstionB medicsl organization. Are
ples8!d your under.tandi ng \d t h Bertha ud.·

- --- ---- - --- - - ------
( 751 ) C- 5980 2 2 Jul 44
( 7 53 ) C-40l/~9 2 4 Jul H
( 755) C-427 / 3l 25 Jul H
( 75 7) C-6006 26 Jul H

(752) C-378/28 24 Jul H
( 754 ) C-406/ 30 25 Jul H
( 756 ) C-482/ 34 26 Jul H
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Operotl onl. Team Glles ( Con t ' c1)

~ From 0 11 . 0 (? 58 )

·Recelv pd mes s age tor Gl 1h e r t. Vhy se nd i t t o UB ,
he hae 8. receiver . Stll l ha ve Gilbe rt's radlo. Liaison
out owi ng t o r ollov ing events , Bache began concent r ati ng
i n Ch ateauneuf area b eginning this week.. 5 SlIP ve r-e
captured and FTP maoule be came a Lmoe t uncon trollable.
In order t o av oi d worse t r oub l e we Were fo r ced t o allow
one eee t t on to a t tem pt rescue by ambush . W1thout our
knowledge ot h e r maoule did t he eee e thing. Onl y r-ee uj, t
80 tar has been s kirmish on route Qulmp e r - Cha t e a uneuf .
Two dea d on ei ther side . This WAS prov ok ed b y 8 vr-e uo
ac t i ng ind ep e nden t l y er UB. Our p OBl t i c n here very
da ngerous . I n gen e r a l FTP are gett 1np; very hard to c on trol
and we may no t be ab le to do 1t muc h Lcng er- , Bert haud
i ntormed u s mes s a ge t or Br e tanne has bee n changed . Is
s o please t ell u s new on e . Repe at that FTP Rre rea ch1 ng
boi l ing poi nt a nd exp Icaf on may oc cur i t Boche continu ee
t o hu r:.t them. ·

~~ From 011.0 (? 59)

· Try i ng hard to get Gilbert 1e ee t to him, but
11a1so n ext r emel y d1fficult 1n th1s area.·

28 J u l y From 011.0 (?60)

"e ur- 8i t u et Lon i n c ent er b e c oming d ifficult. Eve n
wi t hou t ou r t Ak1ng cr r enat ee ae t Lcn the Boehe kn ows
wha t is happ en1ng i n the e r-ee , We ha ve intor ma t ion t hat
he 18 p r ep a r ing l a r ge s c ale acti on a ga inst t h e e s eui e
ot the c errt er , His i ntormat i on c omes trom the Feld 
ge nde rmf;> r i e who ..re s tat loned h e r-e a t Chat eaun euf an d
Chateau11 n. Si nce ou r a r r iv a l wi th the total cessa t i on
of offensi ve a ction the F.eld - gendflrmer i e has had le isure
to patr ol an d ge t p r ecise inf ormation. If th ey bri ng
18rge f orc e s i nt o th e a r ea ag a inst us op en war wl 11
br eak out in the ce nter. The only WllY ou t ve can see is
t o CA rry out widely dispersed smsll sc ale ec vt c ne againet
the Feld-gendarmer i e B O A 8 t o prev ent them ci r culat i ng in
the c ou nt rys ide. I f t h ey can not get p reci s e i nformat i on ,
they c an not mount imoo rt ant opera t i ons against UB. Plea se
t hink i t ove r and gi ve a dec i sion f a s t. We are c onvinced
that i f t he r eld-gendarmerl e is a llov ed to vork un hanpe r-ed
for a little whi l e l onger, J erry wi l l st art c ombi ng out
the maa u i a In the center. I n tha t case ve repe a t op en
var v i ll break out . If ve can k.ee p the F eld- g endarme r i e
on the hop, they wil l nev er kno v vher~ to s t ri ke. "

28 J u ly From 011 .0 (?6 1)

·FTP comp ani es veIl adapted t o small eee r-at t one b ut
lACk training for manoevre and a t t ack. One of Fr~nch

officers dropped on Cerise whom we sent to an FTP c ompany
a s instruotor ha s a s sumed c ommand of the c ompany at their
r-eeu ea t , He is d oi ng wonders with t hem. This Seems t o
b e the a nswer t o the pr obl em of making real mill tary
unite out of msquis. Send us mor e young of f 1c e r s f or
m~qui B of central rinis tere. The y will aleo help ue
keep the bo ys down u nti l D- day. Si t u ati on ca lm ag a1n here
f o r th e moment. ·

( ? b8 ) C-520/35 2? J u l 44
( ? 60 ' C-553/39 28 J ul 44

( ?b9 ) C-M4/26 28 Jul 44
(76 1) C-564/3? 28 J ul 44
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OperAt i on. Te Am Gil es (Cont'd )

~ From GU• • (76? )

· Targ,et f or t oday . Cha teau Ga l 1n woods immediAt ely
Bouth of r i ver Aulns 3, us due s out h ot Chateaune ut .
Chat eAU it' 2 k.m s Bouth_ se t of St uouea ee and 3 kIDs Bou t h
or Laz , Ther e 1s a smal l l ake 1n tront of Cha t e au .
Chateau 1s r es t home f or Bres t s ubmari ne c r !'WB a nd aleo
obs ervati on po lnt tor local repress ion troops. All the
ter r al n eo u't h of Laz 1s denled to U8 because it 1s und er
observation from Cha t e au . Ur~ent t or Ut!I slnee this
terraln 1s our l ast 'Wa y of retreat. Please give i t the
worlr"s.'

28 July From SFH~ to GU . . ( 76 ;;)

IDa n ot h e s l tate to mov e whe n 1n danger. You
muat avoi d 1n an y c i r cumst ances to e nter int o acti on
until operati ons s t a r t . Mess age tor D-d a y un changed . '

~ From GU.. (76 4)

l I nter- de pa r t men t a l ch lef s rTP ..,hom 'W e 8aw 10 da ys
8~O sugg es ted dr oppi ng J ed 't e ama 1n l Ie et v t Latne , Th e y
ceo h i de lIe et v t Ie t ne , The Gestapos 1n Bri t tany. The y
ha v e a errt ue thr e e drop ground s wi t h me e aeg e and s a r e
a s surance t hat rece pt i on c omml t tee wlll be val tinge If
you d ,:)O' t send Jed . , you CAn lliw ays se nd arms . '

~ From GU.. ( 76 0)

·Sadly disappointed at your a nswer to our 3 5. You
di d not answer our Question at a l l. We are no t think i ng
of our CWn .'ltl ns but or success or oper a t i on. We r-epeat
1n words of on e s yllable, if' Bcch e attacke macule 1n this
a r ea , no p ce er- on ea r t h c an s top 8. g ener-a), exp l oslon.
They oa n onl y attack i t they ha ve p r-ec i e e i nf ormat i on .

:~~~8~~r~~:Y f~tm~~e~~8~~~~~;m~~~O~8;~~OUf~r~~:~ 1 0n
~~t~1l:o~~~n~~~~~~n:~~~t 1~ i~:; ~1 ;~5a~O~h~;:~n:~~:aen
Our 11 a1 80n 1s be 1ng complet ely c ut b y ac t 10n of Fe ld
gendarmer1 e . Messenger s are a r res ted, tor t ured and sh ot
eve ry day . I n t h ese c r r-euee t sne e e ou r ....ork. 1s b ecom1 ng
a l mos t r up oa ar bLe , Central Fini stere a po wder- mag Azin e
wh i ::-h ne ed s onl y a spark. a nd t he Boch e i 8 going to p r o
vid e t he spark.. As for moving whe n 'We are in da ng er , v e
have moved r t ve t imee si nce ou r a r -r- Lva L, But 15 armed
c ompani es i n the c en t e r. Cl!lnnot ke ep mov i ng all t he
t ime . We ha ve manag ed t o ke et> mac uie qu 1e t unt 11 now
but if t hey ar e a ttAc ked , noth1n g CR.n st op op en f 1ght1 ng
1n F1nIetere.·

~ From SFHQ. to GU.. (7 66)

"Ca nno t say whe n your t arge te viI I be bomb ed t houg h
t hey a r e on t h e Lf e t , Tvo Jed t eams Just a rrI v e d 1n l l ie l"it
Vi l a i ne ••

( 76 2 ) C-581 /40 28 Ju1 44
( 76 4 ) C-588/38 28 J u1 44
( 766) C_43 54 29 Ju1 44

( 76 ~ ) C-6031 28 Ju1 H
(76 5) C -622/4~ 29 Ju 1 44
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Operations Team Giles (Cont'l1)

30 July From Gil.. (76 7)

"Our information on Boche eep Lonag e In center con
firmed todAY by Berthaud. He estimates 5,000 Boehe tor
operation. Only way we can Bee to avoid open warfare 18
to wlthdraw completely all armed companies from area
Chateauneut Chateaulin. Withdrawal muet be r e et . We
propose to hide? complln18B In region east ot Hne
Scaer-Roudouallec-Spezet. Companlee of north to stllY
In place alnee they are almo't at frontIer ot Cotes du
Nord. If Boehe ecee e after Ul!I there, we wIll either
retire into Horblhan and Cote du Nord or fight. For
latter eventuality p Leaae be ready to drop us 10ad8. It
nec eaaar-y 1n daylight. It

3 0 Jul,t From Gil.. (76B)

"Thanks f or chateau. Firet reports 8ey halt d emoLt ebed ,
Many Boohe hit. Big party n1ght before in chateau .
Possible important cr r i cer-e were h1 t , Cou l dn ' t have b e en
better. II

30 July From SF'HQ to Giles ( ?69 )

1I 'lie Quite agree about acti on by smell groupe ..gainst
field gendar-me r-f e , Only mlstake in t nt erpr-e t ata on made
yo u interrupt all operations . Muet keep enemy 1n danger
everywhere ceeaeLee e Ly by guerilla action, that 1s to
s.Y, genen\llzed mobile offensive e c t Lon by surprise
and refusing large scale battle . II

~ From 5FHQ to Giles (??o :

IIAllied forc es advancing int o Brittany. Most important
'YIaint.dn pr-eae nt har-ee s t ng activlt y bu t prev ent ge ner-a I
r l.ar- e-up u nt i l you get order. II

2 August From Giles ( ??1 '1

IIChate8utrev area almost c cmp Le t e Ly destroyed. Bcch e
has evacuated it. Number of casualties c l os e l y guarded
secret but lure it is high. II

2 August From Giles (?7'".c)

·Messsg e trom Francis. MA jor Ogde n Smlth ki l led.
Radlo wounded. Le Zachmeur e ar e , Be CAUs. of papers
Ogden Smi th Was carrying, d" not drop o n sny of FrAn c 1&
grounds until you hear trom him . He aBk.e tor 2 planes
with eoui nmen t for ground Broch~t.-

~ From Gile8 ( ??~)

-9itu8t1on - our Hq Ple99il!l 2 kms a ou the e e t of L,Ilz.
Intend t o _tay here unless they Bend :.5 regiments . Are
1n pos1 tion to protect dump ground Anan89 trom vht c h we

( 76 7 ) 0-652/46 30 Ju1 H
( 76 9 ) 0-6053 30 Ju1 44
( 771 ) 0-612/56 2 Aug H
( 7 73 ) 0-637/56 2 Aug H

( 768) 0-663/47 30 Ju1 H
(770 ) 0-H91 2 Aug H
( 7n) 0-621/59 2 Aug 44
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wI ll s e nd In ·...,. to Gi l bert t or c oa s t . Hav e 3 c oe pan Le e 1 n
l llJ 'lledl ate are a . Limi t s ot our zone ot a ct i.on , Fi r st ,
s o u th l l m it by e r- r -eng e ra .. n t wi t h G ilb ert - li n e D ouar'n a n e z

Br~ ec o euet n , Nor t h line Dao ul aB Si t u n Berr i e n. Esst
Lt ne Cs.r h a l " and de p a r t ment t i e i t . We ha ve c ompani e s
no r th ot ou r north l 1n e bu t l 1a 1s on wi t h t h em I s di ffi c u l t .
Boche c onc ent r at ion agai ns t u s no.... s e ems unl1 k e l y. One
ot ou r group e ye s t erd ay "," d~ r-ec onna Lee enc e or rem e.l ns
of Chat eautrev area. We were f i r ed o n by Boch e and ki ll ed
1? of t he m ....ithout 1 088 . 11

UlIlDlll From SFHQ to Gil e . (774 )

IlDe s l re se nd y ou Jedburgh t .. ..." fro m Thu r s d a y 3 rd
Augus t . You sho :.:. l d 8rr8.~ e al l ne c e ssary FFI c on t a c t e ,
III v e U I!J u rgently g round on wh i c h you c an r-ec e I v e t e s.m. ·

~ From SFHQ t o Gi l e s ( 77 b)

I RBC ec t t on rtlI!'SSRg" S p a s s ed t oni ght . Ur gent you
r emember the s e a r e s l g nRl f or e onc en t r -at ed gu e r i l l a
ac ti vi t y but not f or o pe n wa r f a re. Above p a e e ed t o 1'1.11
J edburgh s in Bri t tany er.d SAS e I

~ Fr om GI 1 ~8 ( 776 )

" Rec e t ved me e ea g e Nsoo Leon , No c or rte c t wi t h OoLone I
Hec meu Lt , Lac k a r ms an d emmo , Going ov er t o of f en s iv e
t oni gh t . II

~ From Gile s ( 77? )

"Germans a ov Lng i n l arge numbe rs Ch a t e au Li n ,
Ohe t ea u ne u r , Car h aLx on f oot, cyc l e an" hor s e c a r-t , Se nd
af r-c r-a f t , II

.3 Augu s t From Gi l e s ( 7 72.)

14 l oad s r ec e i v ed 00 Po f r-e , Only e ne on Anan ,.B. Pl ea s e
r ..p~ at Ans naB t on lgh t w1 t h 4 a i r c r a f t s t l ea st . Pl ea se
s~n di pa c kage tor Gil e s . Inf orma t l on that p ar-ec bu t t e t
d1vl 81 o n f r om Chat ea u l in and Si rou n i s Leev Lng Finl et e r e . II

~ Fr om Gi l e s ( 779)

II Ar me.nde d r op s uc ce s s f u l. 1 c cmpen y a rmed r egi on

g~~~~~: O~~~d 8~~t~;~~:b ~;P~~t,, ~~n;~~: ~n8c i nc i dent s 4

~ From Gil !"s ( 760 )

"Bache move to e as t he Ld U P 1n Mor b lhan . Columns
stuck on an d ne ar road Ch~ t e8u 11n , Cha t e eun eu t , Car-ha t x ,
S~n d Avi a t i on . They cRn ' t mi s e. II

( 774 ) C-6101 2 Au g 44
( 77 6) C- 87 4/ 61 2 Aug 44
17 78 ' C-894 / 62 :I Aug 44
( 780) C-916 / 67 :I Aug 44

(7?O) C-6106 2 Au g 44
( 777) C-884 /61 :I Au g 44
( 77 9) C-896/ 6:1 :I Aug 44
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~ From GU e s (?81)

IIInforma U or. f r om p r -ie oner- captured today . Se c ond
pa r-achut je t cHvi el on on move f rom Douar-n ene z to Sri tt any
f ront . Ye sterday were 2 kID s wes t of Cha teauli n . ~Od8Y
e t 6 pc m, th ey were :3 s me from Ohat .eaun e ur , Moving in
c ar -te and on f oot. Pris one r s a ys their mor al e 1s goo d .

~ Frem SFHQ to Giles (7 82 ;

"Th i S W8e Gen eral Koen ig ' 8 mes sage t o al l resi stanc e
groups gi ving i nformati on or. pre c e du r e whe n ov er-rtm b y
Al lied troops . II

4 Augus t Frore Glle s (78 :J )

"We have cut t he r oad be t ween Cnat.e euneur e t-d C Rrh"l~x

by blowing [ridge ....h e r e road cr-c e ee e Amone near La -id eLe au ,
Ambueh es and guerilla attacks on a l l side road s. P 'Le a s e
bombar-d troops on r o ad t oaor-r-o w, M

~ From 3F HQ to Gi l e s ( '184 )

MEss e nti a l t ha t edvenc Lng Al lied troop s have mi l1 t ary
Lnt. eL l.Lgenc e , There f ore a r r a nge for maxi mum thirty your
men wh o imow d i s t r i ct we l l to nove toward s Al lied front
lt r:e b y variou s routes covering lUI Lar-g e ar- es A8 possibl e .
'!'hey ah cu Ld b r ir.g w~ tb tbem informati on on en emy d1apos l 
t t one , Most i mportant items Ar e fi r st, p r -epn r-e t Lon of
fortified line a of de r ens e : s ec ond , troop c onc ent r-at t cn e
wi t h id entif~cfttion if p os s i b l e ; third, target a likely
t o be fairly p ermanent ; fourth , arti l lery empLec eme n t e ;
fif th, tA nk harbcr-e ; e Lxth , def ended point s ; e eventh ,
machine gun empl a cemen t s ; e i gh t h , p e t rol d umpl!l: ni nth,
em-nu nf t Lon d umps; tent h , en emy h eaduuar -te r-e , They wi l l
be enlis ted on ar-r-Lv e L and wi ll a c t 8.S guid e s to fO r"WA r :'!
uni t s . They should a sk fo r t he nearest d ivis ion G- 2
of the fi r s t so l d ier t h ey meet . On a r-r-t va I fit d ivi si ona l
headouar-t er-a they must a 8k fo r 0- 2 b ranch . No password
must b e ment Loned unt il d I v I 81 0ns l headcua r-t e r-a specifi cRl ly
ask tor i t . When asked for they w11 l give Ango u l eme a e
p e e evor-d , M

~ F r om 3FHQ to Gil~B ( ?8 b )

"T op ep eed of Al lied Advanc e nece ssitates imrned1.ate
o r -de r-a f or nax t mum ec t t v t t y b y r-e e Le t enc e , I e p or -tarrt y ou
c ontinue notify us a l l ene my co nc en t r-at t one f or bombing
e t t s c k , Giv e e nemy no resp i te 'Whe re possible t or you
to attack t.hem, Put into Immedlat e op era t ion pla n fo r
gu ides 1fi th Ang ou l eme pa ssword a e Al r ea dy giv en you ,"

~ From BFHQ t e Gi les ( 786 )

MAfter pa e a age allie~ armor resistance b e prepared
mop up r emaining ene my elements a nd provide c r-ge nt z ed

-- - --_. --- - - -_._ -_._-- ---_.
( ? 8 l) C-Q:33/69 :3 Aug 44
( 78 3 : ~-956/70 4 Au g 44
[ ?8 5 1 ::;- 20? 4 Au g 44

( ?8? ) C-143 :3 Aug 4
( 784~ C-l?5, C-l?6, C- l? ? 4 Au g 44
( 786 ) C- 24:3 5 Aug 44
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Operation. Team Gl 1~s ( Con t'li )

p r ot ec tion f or Al lied Lf ne e of s up p l y a nd c ommun f c s t Lons ,
Fi re t p riori t y pr-eeen t. 11111s10nl. You v11l be i nformed
of 1 1ne 8 t o be p r ot ect ed at ap propriate time. I

UY.l!l!ll From GU.. (787 )

·Received you r me s s ages . Orders o f G"~eral Koenig

;~~~e;O8~;;a~~m~~n;:~ie. GUi~~8e~~rd~;a~:~n~e:;l~~dPoire.
We have not received message' l!Itating their mission.
Situati on Finlstere - Boche evaouatlng. 2nd parachutis t
d ivision n ow out or Finistere . Accordi ng t G prisoners
taken yesterdRY it t e he adf ng for Nerrt e e , 'We have a t tacked
1t al l alo ng it., route. Liaison ex t remely difficult for
us now but w111 do our best t o get or de r s t o al l c oncerned.
Whe t l r.s t r uctlon s for Jeds whe n overrun . I

~ From GIles { ?88 }

IElements of GeMla n f or c es p r-oc eed f ng eas t along

~~~~ ;~:t:~~I~~~d~:t::~~~UfWeC:~~a;~t ac~~~: ~~~~e=l l
alon g t he road. J us t l ea r ned. t hat tmp cr-t ent e lements of
2 r:.d nar-echu t f et divis10n are auart e red 1n v1llages of
Reunchcnp una and Poula r garront. Bot h v1 llages one and
a hllif kme northwest of Cha t e au l i n . I

.5.....Aui:1.1. From SFHQ t o Gile s ( '/e 9 }

IBridge destruc t i on road cnat es uneur , Carhfl.ix no't ed ,
Presume th1s WAS b ef or e Ge-neral Koenig' 8 orders r-e-ached
you. Remember pr-e s e r-vat.Lon of permanent worke new

~~~:~~~~ ;~:~ i onS~:C~~;~ai:~fet for Orft8ervAti~n 1s

~ From GU.. (790 )

IBridge Lande Le au destroyed b efo r e re ceipt Koen i g' e
ordere. No ordere rece1ved on de molit1on 1n a ny C88e .
"'ill do ou r belt f or Carha1x bu t you mi gh t hav e lII.ention fil d
1t before. Contact yesterday wi th US advanced e cIuan
which reached Cha t e aun eu f . Believe it ha s re tired to
Gourin . Bac he ha s blow!': br i dg e ev e r- Aul ne on !"oL'ld
Chat eauneu f se aer-r-, We 'W i l l At tem pt t o e t cp h1ro b l OWi ng
br'Ldge Pont du a r ene , We Bsked Berthaud 5 da ye a go f or
p Lan of demoli tion prevent ion but Wi t hou t result. Our
inf or mat i on on C8rha1J:. 2000 Beehe t he r e . T ~'Wn strongly
f or ti f i ed . 400 armed FF1 for outs ide town. You ,Asked
us to preserve repeater a t a t Lc n , Presume you aea n rail
'WR y stati on. 2nd Boche pa r-achut i e t divisi on i n smal l
detachments allover our Area ua Lng guer illa t e c t Lce ,
Our l181eon is extremely dlfficult."

( ? 8 7 ) C- 1C63 / 73 e Aug
( 78 9) C- 282 s Aug ~~

( 788 ) C-10iiO/74 ~ Aug 44
( ?90 ) C-~ 16 6 Au g 44
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Operationl!l, Team Giles (Cont1d,)

6 AUgYet From Gilee ( 79 1)

IlCarhaix - cannot pr-cet e e much because of our
ef t.uat Lon , We are in middle of Boche parachutist
divisi on which hal tsken to the co unt r -yefde , Lr at ac n
between ou r c ompanies can only be maintained by he Rvil y
armed motorited gr-oupe whi oh have r r-equent casualti es.
We have no real c ont a ct with FFI of Cer-haf x , They Were
armed by Francis. We co u ld mus t er men t o go t o Carhal x
but not all of them would ge t th e r e an d the result cou ld
eaeily be c omplete d1881!1ter. I f y ou wish u s a t al l co s t
to se nd ou r men t h ere .... e wi l l try bu t t hey ....ill ha ve t o
go on foot 88 we are al mos t out of p e t ro l. Give i nst ruct i on. II

6 August Fr om 3FHQ t o Giles ~ 792)

IlResist~nce he ad eiuar-t er-a Bri t tany un d e r command
Mission AloBS , l1i 8sio n p arachu t ed in Cotes du Nord
n i ght 4/5 Augus t t o Frederi ck.. They a sK f or contac t
with FFI Fi ni stere. Se nd po s t bo x urgent ly. J'edb ur-gh
Ronald pa r achut ed SAme night to Gilbert wi t h m18s 10 n to
11ai s e wit h FFI t o Wh om h e .... 11 1 transmit Al oes orde rs .
Ronald ha s conta c t wi t h London and vt t h Aloes. Confirm
if you ha ve recei ved ou r mes s age i ndi ca t i n g a c t i on y')u
s h ould t ake when ove r run . '

7 August Fr om SFHQ t o Giles ( 79 .3)

"Resist anc e a r e request ed by a rmy c ommand t o do
everyth ing po s s ibl e t o p r ot ec t fo l lowin g roads af t e r
c avalry and motori zed dt. vf e t on s ha ve p a s s ed well i n
ad va nce ot h e r e lements . Firs t, route Rostre ne n - C ~r-

h af x - Br e s t ; sec ond, Pont iuy - Geur i n - Car'haf x 
Chateauli n - Br es t . Prot ecti on s h ou ld be oar-r-Led out on l y
b y organi z ed units. Il

~ From 3FHQ t o Gi l e s ( 794)

"We d i d mean repea ter and no t r a ilWAy stati on.
Repeater a t a t Lon is p a r t of te leph one system ."

8 August From Gi l e s ( 795)

IINew He Cha teautrev area. Do not e t r -ef e , Cont act
yes t e rd ay with US Forward unit at Ros trenen .. Daily
li a i s on f rom now on , Situati on Finls t ere - p Lerrt y of
Bache le f t , most l y p a r a chut i s t e here. Wi l l not surrender.
Yeat e r-day h ad pris oners t hird p a r-echut Ls t d LvLa Lon from
HueLg os t , We n eed more arm s for J ob . M

9 August From Giles ( 796)

"Vislt~ d Al oes ye s t e rday. Do not un d e r-s t and mr ea i c n
of Jedb urgh RoneId , We ha ve u nd e r t ake n t o hold on en
r oad Carbaix, Cha t eau neuf , Chateauli n, Dacu Las , Will
try t o fi nd or-gan t z.et Lon a t Hue Lgoe t , Have h a d no c cnt ec t
wi th Berthauld s ince Napoleon ha d me s s ag e ex cept const ant

( 79 1) 0-1117/76 6 Aug 44
( 793) 0-509 7 Aug 44
( 795) 0- 1251/78 8 Au~ 44

( 792) C- 614 9 6 Aug 44
( 79 4 ) C-510 7 Aug 44
(796 ) 0 - 1291/79 9 Aug 44
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Operations Team Glles (Cant Id )

demand for reinforcements for Q.uimper. We se nt wh9t We
could b ut it wasn I t much. News of t'lghti ng around QUlmper
is hard to get bu t there eeeme to have been a mistake
made down t here. Cannot Bee Btrateglc importanoe of
QUi mpe r for moment .'

9 August From 5FH,! to Gll.. ( 797 )

"Main functi on of Jedburgh Ronald 1s t o pr ovi d e
d irect communicati ons line with Aloes and tranBmit Al~es

or ders t o r-eef a t an c e gr oup s. II

10 August From Gll.. ( 798)

"Cha 't eauneur , Sizun, Brassparts, Pleyben, Coray 1 n
hends of FFI. II

10 Augu.t From Gll.s (799 )

"Are su r r ounded by seve r al su peri or of fi c ers na med
by FTP. What importance are we t o attach t o t he se Lt
Colone ls Up t ill n ow We have worked wi t h them ae
eo u a Le t hough t he y rath er look d own on us . What at t itude
should we take toward them. Average age of FTP colone l
is between 23 and 33. The y are not e xactly brilliant
in t he military l ine but a r e g ood talkers . They S~"',.,

to be worry ing mainly about the i r sh are of t he gr avy. II

11 August From Gll.s ( 800)

IIChateaull n i n h a nds of FFI. II

11 August From Gll.s ( 801)

"St ill don I t Know whFl t R repeater e t e t Lon is but
1 t has n I t be en blown up. Car hai x in han d s of FFI. II

11 August From Glle s (802)

"Consider our mteaf on he r e finished. Cent e r r-egt on
fr ee of Boche and Al oes is going to take charge of t roops.
Al oes is going to Bet up house Just ne ar us t omorrow.
Please Bend ins t r uct ions. II

11 August From 5FHQ t o Gll.s (80~~)

"Here are i nstructi ons for you when overrun b y Allies.
As Allies have given milit ary s tatus t o FFI you ca n Ac c ept
a c ommand from FFI 1f such p r op os ed . Meant i me cont 1nu e
moppi ng up operati ons guard l ng roads t o enabl e mil i t a ry
to adva nc e etc. As 800n as your mi s s ion 1s fi nished,
report to us. Will t he n arrange wi t h Aloes for you r r e t urn
he re. I

i ~~~ t~6~8 9 1~u~u~444
( 801) C- 11 41/85 11 Aug 44
( 80~) C-911 11 Aug 44

( 798) C- 139 2/83
(800) C-1440/ 84
( 80 2) C- 14 67/86

10 Aug 44
11 Aug 44
11 Aug 44
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Opera t i ons Team Gil e s (Cont l d )

11 Augu. t f r om SFHQ t o Glle . ( 80 4)

' Cong r a t u l a t i o ns f or p r oteot i ng r epea t er s t a ti on.
For you r informati on it t s part of central t e Lep h ene
exchange • •

~ From SFHQ to Gile s ( 80 5 )

"Have fo rwar de d text your me e88.ge to Al oes. I f h e
ha s no f urth er ne ed ot you wi l l a r r a nge f or your i !D:'ll ed i ste
re t urn her e . Awaiti ng Al oes aec i e t e n . "

13 August F r om Gi l es (BOO}

'Presqu i l le d e Cr ozon oc cupied by 12 , 000 or gAQ i z.ed
Boohe armed ,, 1 th :1l ortare and a r tillery . The y recaptured
Ot neRult t h i s morn i ng a nd ha ve s t t ee p t ed t o r e t ake
Cb8t ~8uli n . PleRse s t r a fe the m. 'wI e are t ry tng to get
Amer Ican ar-ser- r r -oe Morlalx bu t d on I t think v e hav e much
ho p e . What ab ou t s e nd ing us e ce e pa r a t r o op s . '

14 August From Gl les ( 80 ? j

'Bache s e nd i ng out pa t r ol s t rom cr-e ee n, Have c on 
tac ted Americans at Morlalx s nd t h ey do not h ave en oug h
forc e t o he l p us We shall n eed mor e arms . Send t hem
da ylight . Our h e adou e r-t er-s no .... in Cha teau ne uf."

~ from Sf HQ to GIl . . ( 80 8)

'Regret all air op eration s to Brittany f r om he r e
t'1 nl s hed. Consol t Al oes for r-ecur r-ee en t e , He ha s
contao t 3rd AmI;Y f o r u r gent s up p lies. I

:4 Sep t ember Fr om 5FHQ to Gi le s ( 80 9)

'Moun t i ng se a op er ation t o Ben od et s outh of Qu l mp er
a t midday on Wedn e sday 6th Se p t embe r . You s hou l d re t urn
on t hi s operati on c omplet e 'Wlth ell e oufpmen t , C(}nt ~ e t

Al oSB for Lne t r-uc t Lona ; "

.B!.Ror t on Team Upon Return fr om Fi~ld - 8 July - 9 Sep t eMber lQ44

Pre l1 m!...!!~. The t e Am ve e a Le r -ted And brie t' 1"d by MRJor

Horton on 16 June. It s missi on WRS t o c r-ga n t ze And a m t h e

r-eaf e t a nc e i n Finls tere . Gen eral Koenig e a.... t he t eam befor e

it lef t , end e e phaa f zed the i mpor t anc e or e e ndt ng b ac k Infor

m,llti o n , ak nc e very l1 tt l e W!'l S known abo ut t he FFI of r t ni ee e r-e .

Just before t he teem actually l eft , CApta in Lebe I .... a 8 c al Led

to Londo n , And Aske d t o Agr e e on II B~C messag e wr. i ch 'W cu l d be

(804 ) C- 938 11 Aug 44
( 806) C- 1633 / 8 ? 13 Aug 44
( 808) C- 6222 14 Aug 44

( 805) C-l015 12 Aug 44
( 80 ?) C- 168? / 88 14 Aug 44
( 209) C- 482 4 4 Sept 44
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the signal tor the large-scal e attack on t he Boch e 1n Brit tany ..

He lIIu gg es ted Le Chap " au De Napo l eon Est-ii Tou Jour. A Per rol

Gulrec a nd. th l l!J Bugge. U on Was ad opted . Ar t er on e aoo r t i .,e

t r i p e ve r- th e OZ on 4 July, t e am Glles fina lly got AVay troll

Harri ngt on 1n II 8-24 a t 11 00 hours e Jul,. .

The Drop 8 /9 Ju l y . The JUll1p l ng order '18 8 lCnax , T8Ck,

Leb eL, The pi l o t r ep or t ed. e ee tng the ligh ts scout 0100 hou r-s

and the hol e Wal ope n ed . For th e ne xt t .... e nt y e nrnrt e e we c i r c l ed

r ou nd try ing t o t I nd the l1ghtl aga i n b ut doc! we h ad agreed

w1t h the pilot t hat he .... ou l d drop UII bl lr.d 1f nec e eear-y , we

we r e not too "'or r ted 88 we were g oing t o ge t cu t; Anyvey .

Fl ne l ly he 8ew the l1ght s , en d dropped U8 in 81 good 21: run-in

e 8 I hRve ev er- ee en, xn cx and Tack. Land ed fairly cLoa e t og ether

- CaptAin Lebel j oi n ed u s af ter t wo or three mi nut e s . We

wer e welcomed llDll1edla t e ly b y Il group or very exci ted , "fery

yo un g Frenc hmen, all of whom we had t o U IS i n turn .

We were Unally greeted b y the organlz.er of the

recepti on c ommittee, H.Arz.el, wh o 1 1 n ev ad joInt t o the Pr--

.t e t o f ~ul l11p e r. Ar %el ex p l a I ne d to u s tha t t he FFI in Fl n h tere

wer e r -atne r- d1aorganlz. ed e e a r-eeuLt of the ca pture a nd execu-

tlon of t welve of their lea de rs during the pr-ev r cu e week.

Am ong thos e ex ec uted, W8 ' Pou ssl n, one of th e ee n we were t o

cont a c t . He propoeed t o s e nd u e t o A maou l e eeeee ner-e ou t -

side Chat eaun eur - Du- Fa ou , the ch l e f of wh l ch wae A very

o .!'IpAb l e man.

The Rec ept l on ceset t t ee . Mea nwh l l e t he r eception commltt ee

h Ad been gatheri ng up t h e c on t e In e r-a , and packagee , And we

were j us t prepa ring t o br-eek out ou r ruck lacks and move o f f

ln true J edb urgh style, groaning under t he we l gh t of pack ,
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we ap on a , an d w1 r e l e ss s et , when we no t i c ed three cars and a

l arge truck . This xeoui e , it seeme d, wa s mot oriz ed . They

load ed the container s on to the t r-uc j; , chute s and Al l , a nd

abo ut 0430 hour s 1n t he morn ing the c on voy moved of f , German

r if l es st 1c ki ng ou t or all the wi nd ows, 1n t ne d1re c ti on of

Chat eaune.uf. We kept to the ba c k r oad s, but the th ree of u s

were not a l i t t le worri e d , espe ci ally by t h e t r uck , Which ma de

as muoh noi se a s 8. Sherma n t a nk . At one p ot nt 'We mov -e d

th r ou gh the town of ar-t ec , and halted fo r fiftee n min ute s 1n

t h e maLn street while on e car wen t bac k. t o lo ok f or ece e

s t r a g gl ers. The Las t par t of t he j ou r n ey WA.S d one i n b r oad

dayLf gh t ,

Th e MBClUis , whe n we f i r:.al l y reached i t, tur ned ou t t o b e

a g roup of an pr-oxf mat e Ly fif t y me n . l i v i ng in a sma l l wood

Abou t 3 ki l ometers wes t of th e v ~l lage of La z. Their ch ie f

wp-s a WRy i n : ote e-Dt:.- Nord l t r y i ng to g et AT'mS , and t h e 2 - 1C,

A. p e a s an t na med Leb r as, wh o had b ee n a r e gu l a r s oldier I 'WflS

i n charge .

Fi r st Days i n the Ma cuia , 9-12 J ulY . Th i s Ma ou is wes

fa i rly 'W e l l c r-gent eee , a nd the d i stributi on of e rme we nt off

fa st and s mar tl y . Capta in Leb e l a nd Knox or-g ern z.ed a d efen se

sy stem round t h e OP a nd s pe n t t he r es t of th e dey i nspecting

t he p c e Lt Lon And l ns t ruc t l r.g t h e me n 1n t he us e of t he 1r new

a r ms . Leb r8.11 se nt 8 Liai son ma n i nt e Cha t ee une u f t o c a l l out

50 mor e me n to c-mp Le t e t he company .

We were very h app y and very b usy, b ut we were no t 1n

c ontact wl th men who coul d pr-ov r d e u e w1th d r opp1 ng aon e e

a nd r ecep t i on c onn-ut t ee e on t he s c ale whi ch we knew n eces sary .

Bu t there wa s nothi ng to d o but wai t u nt i l the l ea der re t urne d
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from Cotes Du Nord.

That afternoon we Iiltlned to the B9C messages, and

heard the original message that had signalled our arr ival 

'LA Lune Brille sur Le Dolmen.' We wer-e rather worried. at

the prospect of g oi ng back. to the same droppi ng zone , 'but

decided to risk it . How we got away with t his sec ond r-ec ep-,

t Lon I s hall never know . It V8e a much heavler load this time,

the men were exhausted, we wer-e still loedl r.g c on t a in er s on

the truck 1n broad daylight. 'lie t ina lly got 8."'ay, and safely

back to the CP o

We found out lat~r that morni ng that 300 German par-at.rccp e

had a r rived 1n Laz r ive mi nut es after we had go ne t h rough a nd

t he t they were search ing Elll the f ar ms i n t he area . We sent

t his i nfo rmation off to Londo n by Pigeon, since we were afr8id

t h e t t he paratroops mig h t have a DF c e.r- wi th t hem. The

pigeons had been parachuted al l over t he ar e a the ni gh t bef or e .

This message apparently never r eached its dest i nation.

The paratroops didn It f ir.d us, and dur-L r-g t he course of

t h e da y we a r med an other )fa ouia whfcb 'Was ba s ed on the woods

around Plessis, to the east of Laz ,

First Contaot. Yuea Legal, t he leader of this Maoule

finally returned en 11 July. He turned out t o b e rTP military

le~.der for t he center of the department. He had under his orders

Mlquis and potential Maquie allover t he department. We

explained our nt1ss1 on to him and asked h im for drop-grounds

and r-ee eot t cn committees 1n every possible di r ec t io n . We

settled at onc e two grounds for two Jedburgh teams, on e for

Brest and the other for Nor-Laf x , 'rne e e two grounds Pomme a nd

Frambolse were used later for drope of arms.
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We took the decision, since we had made this very useful

contact, to stay 1n the center ot FlnlBt~re and make out of it

a Iltrongly armed base from 'Which the arming of the e caa't areas

could be carrled on. We communicated thls plaoe to London.

~. Meanwhile we learned that two Jedburgh teams for

Sou1h Flnletere had been dropoed on the night of the 9-10 July.

We did not know t.he t one of them had dropped near Coadrl,

where we ha1 arranged our first arms drop. This was ground

Peche , By the time our drop wae made, 14 July, the ground was

blown, and the reception committee Was attacked by the Bache

the next day. The German casualties were out of all pro

portion to ours and to the amount of material whioh they took.

As a result, they did not send any punitive troops into this

area, the Beaer region, again.

Drop Grounds. MeanWhile the mach1nery hs d been started

by Legal, and the heAds of the dift'erent Maauis ot' Finistere

started to oome Ln to our HQ. They 'tf'ould gf.ve us the co-

ordinates of 8 drop-ground, We would instruct them in the pro

cedure of our reception oommittee, and make them r-epent; i t to

us to be sur-e they understood. We would give them a BRC

eeeeege, and eend them on their way. Since there were obviously

going to be so many drope, in so many places, we had to trust

to the leaders to run the receptions by themselves. Without

exception, they did well. Of all the drops organized by Giles,

wi th the one exception of Pectie , there Was not one which left

any material in the hands of the Germans.

So m~ny men oame 1n that we got to repeating our leoture

on reception committees 1,.0 our sleep. During this p e r i od we

organlzed, and sent off to london, the follOWing grounds,
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Poire, cer-i ee , F"rambolee, Orange, Abricot, Raisin, AmAnde.

All of them were served.

Lieutenant Colonel Berth8.ud. On 12 July we wer-e visited

by the FFI chief of Flnietere, c ommandarrt - now Lieutenant

Colonel Ber-t haud , He Wfie Pou8sin's successor, and had hie

HQ at Quimper. We explained our plans to him, agreed to keep

in liaillon w1th him through Legal, and parted in friendly

fashion. After his second Visit, We had to ehco t one of

the raen in his car, who Was a known Gestapo agent. Berthaud

had given him a lift in his car, and he had followed Berthaud

into our CPt We decided, in view of this, and sever-at other

indiscreet actions of Ber-tbaud t e , to have ae indirect R liaison

as possible wi th him.

First Move. On 13 July we were visited by the Maire of

Laz who told us that large Ger-man forces were in the area

looking for us, and that the map their commanding officer

WAS using had red marks against the name of the farm where we

were taking our meals. So that night we moved. The comnany

(now 100 men) marched across country to the farm Lesren and

the next night to Kf'!rnour, a very high plateau in the vt e rm ty

of St Thore, which dominated the country for miles ar-ound , In

this place we managed to stay until 20 July.

In the course of the move we lost our receiver. but

recovered it next day. We sent on e message blind, and were

glad to see it in our file When we returned.

Visit by FTP Commanders of Brittany. While we were at

xer-ncur-, about 16 July, two FTP departmental chiefs came to

see us. One of them was a young man of 24, Chevalier. He

is now a Lieutenant Colonel, right hand man to Ber-t hsud in
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Q.ulmper. They gave us s ome very t nt e r-es t t ng fRots about the

history of resistance in Brittany. and we were f ir.al ly able

to w~r. them ove r- to our p oLt c y , which WAS, 88 ordered, to arm,

organlze, and WRit for the message. They were nAturally inclined.

to begin using the arms at once, but ar t er- several long dls-

c ue e Lcne with us, t hey finally announced gravely t ha t they

were in agreement with tt.e plans o f' the All1!"d High Comeand ,

They aleo promised to send us dropping zones 1n Lf.e 191

Vl1Arve whioh they said was t.be weakest departmer.t 1n Brl t t an y ,

TheBe p-round a were sent to London, and I think, were served.

Cerise. One evening 8S we listened to the BEC end ch eck e d

of f our mes s age a we heard Firi A Une BOuche En Oer-Le e - A

message which we had been e xpec t t n g for 8. long time. Rut

it continued - Fif1 neeevr-e La Visite De Neur A'~1s Ce BoLe .

80 one of us had to go there, and i n 8. car, s t.nc e it W.9E' much

too far to walk. Oap t s Ln Lebel wen t in t he end, Rnd r-ece I v"'d

Jed teams HorAoe (81 0) and Hi lary (611; as well as three

French par-ao hu t Ls t officers - Ecuat I'on , EgAlite, Eoulv~lence.

80 our problem now as to get the Jed t es ae off to their ar-ee e

Brest and Morlalx respectively. 'l'he next dAY, I WAS to go

over to Cerise with !I cor.voy and pick up Hor-ec e , then take

them up to Lannede r-n, the nearest Maoule we hed to the Brest

area. But that evening one of the auepec t ed millcens whom we

were uue s t Lon tng escaped, And we had t o move that night . We

crossed the canaL, end set uo in a v eLl ey about 3 k t Lomet e r-e

from Lennon. That night went ove r to Cekise (it was near-

Peni t i ) and brought team Horace over to our HQ since our

arrangements for t r-anauor-t; to Lanneder-n had broken down.

CAptR~n Lebel got them away the next n1ght, After aLmos t

(BID ) See p
(811 ) 5•• p

tnts Vol
this Vol
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running lnto a paratroop ps t r-oL on the Chateaulin-Chateauneuf

road. That e ame d,Ii,J, Hilary had started for the North. So

now all five teams were work.ing ln Flnistere.

Flight-Lieutenant Brown . We were j oi ned about this t t ne

by a Canadian p Ll ot who had been shot down over Brest, a nd WBS

wRndering through Brittany. Since the escape route h ed broken

down eLnc e June, we kept him with us , and he was A. great

help t o UB - he worked wi t h Ber-gean t Tack on the c i phe r i ng

of messages. Wher. we Bent him "ff to the Amerlcan t r-ooua

on August J we were very Barry to Bee him go.

MedicRl Service. While At Lennon v~ f Lna Ll y or-gant zed

the medf c a L service which VA.!" t o aev e 80 many lives during the

op e r-et Lona to c ome. Doctor BeLt n of Briec, who had already

evacu e t ed nne of our wounded from Ker-nouk , set up R. hospi tRI

at his h ome t n Br-t ec , and Doctor Ol llvler Henri, Fl Burgeon of

QUlmper, placed h fmae Lr At our dlspose. l for ceer-at t one , These

two een were to save many Frenc h lives in the period between

4-12 August - and one Amerioan soldier, who WA.S l ef t for dead

by the Germans outside Chateauneuf I was car-ed for by Doctor

Belin, end operated on by Doator Herir-L, He Was eventually

returned to t he US Army 1n a convalescent state. These two

men worked tor over a e orrth in an ar-ea wh ich W/JB Always thick

with German troops.

Meeting with Francis. While Rt Lennon we made aontact

with Cep t a Ln Le zac hneur- and Major Ogden-Smith who came to see

us. There was some confusion About zones of ac t i on , whlch we

cleared un or. the spot. We had a. full df ec us at on on the po l t e y

to pursue and CAme to complete agreement on all pc i nt e , Th18

wa.s the Lae t time I ever SaW Colin.
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More Grounds. During the whole of this period we were

organizing arma drops on an eTer increasing ece t e , How we

managed t o get them allover V1t hou t German interference I

shall never understand. It may be that there were 80 many

wldely dispersed that the Boche never managed to catch up

",1th them. Most of our grounds were thoroughly ae ar-ched by

the Bache one or two days after the drop.

Informatlon Service . rrom Lennon we sent out 8 number

at volunteers, allot them technical men, either army or

curllau, to gather mll1te.ry Intormatlon on specific ar-eee ,

One group W88 sent off to look for a posslble lAndi ng place

on the north coae t , and one to pick up likely targets for

air. This latter group brought back s ome extremely good

targets which we sent cr r to London. One of them was a

German CP for the north CORst defences which I unde r s t ood

wes later dealt with by the RAF.

Another Move. We were informed of increasi ng German

activity 1.n our immediate area - in partlculfll', German pat.r-o I

in Lenn on. two mi l e s aWay. The Feldgendarmerie had I nst811ed

i'tself in force in Chateauneuf-du-Faou. All our information

trom ~hateauneuf spoke of German preoccupation with our

Activities. So we decided to move again, this time to

the north, se re e s the Pleyben-Chateauneuf road. The move

was carried out at night, and as 8 result of the breakdown

or a peasant cA.rt in a narrow road, Sergeant TaCk, Flight

Lieutenant Brown and Captain Knox hAd to carry the radio

eauipment. We arrived at our new destinatl an - the t1!rms

at Dint. Prenhout and Langolen, At about 0400 hours.

Hunted. That morning we learned that German paratroops
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had arrived At Lenn on. and were searching the whole area. We

put outposts in position to observe the Pletben-Chateauneuf

road, where the first signs of German concentration againat

our new position would be visible. That afternoon we learned

that five men from our Maquia who were passing neRr Lennon

on a mission to get food, had been captured by the Felc!-

gardarmerie. One ot them was a radiO operator, who had been

working with Sergeant Tack..

Obviously we had to move again. but the country north

at us was very untavorable. There WRS only one place to go

- back RcrOBS the canal to Ker-noux , Unfortunately, Legal

was away organi zing the distributi on of arms which hnd been

dropped on Poire, 80 we had to organize the move ourselves.

'Ie st~rted at nightfall, end as we moved south to the

Chl'lteauneut-Pleyben road, we saW German signal f Ler-es Ahead

of us. They were a.nswered by others in the Chateauneut di-

reotion, end others were seen Ln the directi on of Pletben.

Lebras, who WAS Ln command of the company, took a section

Ahead to investigate, and did net return. We di d not see

him until two days Lat.ee , So we were left with two-thirdS of

a e omoany which WR,B absolutely without cadres, and which was

exhausted by the march of the n1ght before. We led them a

considerable distance weBt ecr-ee e country and then cut R.CrOS8

the Pleyben Cha:teauneut r-oed , As we c eee eee we SAW many more

flares ahead at UI; the Bache seemed to be holding the whole

line of the c an e.L, Our immediate problem W1'lS to get through

Lennon, since we had errlved in a road wh1ch went right through

the town. There wes no eueet.t.on at going AcrOSB country Any

more. The men were already t1red out, it WeB late, end 'We

had many more miles to cover.
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Lennon. As we approached the town, we sent a emaIl party

ahead to reconnoitre. They went ahead and five minutes later

we oaught up w1th them; they were afraid t o go any farther.

'ie reall:z.ed that we 'Were going to have to lead them ourselves.

They were too frightened and leader t ee e to be of any USB to

us that night. So the reconnaissanoe of Lennon was made by

Captain Lebel, Captain Knox and Sergeant TaCk, with the Jed

set on our backa , Luck.ily there were no Germane there. we

found out next morning they had lett an hour or 80 before.

As we moved out of the town we heard trucks moving on the

Pleyben road to our north.

~. The e ame formula Was followed at t.he canal.

We had chosen to crOSB at Pont Ty-Men, simply becauee it

vee the nearest bridge. Jedburgh Glles had to c r-oe e it first,

and then the others came acr-eee , There were no troops guarding

it, God knows why. They were guarding the lock, 1000 yards

down stream, where we had originally intended to c r-oe e , Just

etter we crossed the bridge we heard machine gun and rifle

fire behind us. We made a forces march for two miles end

then sat down to rest.

Night March to Kernour . It was now About 0230 hours

and we stlll had a long way to go. We decided to make 8.

forced march all the way there. The men dropped off beh ind

us one by one, and when we ar-r-Lved , ebo ut O?OO hours there

were on ly 8 of us left. The others had been unable to et and

the p ac e , And had hidden i n barns alor.g the road. Tr.ls incident

shows the defects of these troops. They had no ohys1cal e t amf ne ,

and once separated from their real Leeder-e , they disintegrated .

To balance t hes e detects, they had remarkable Qualities,

whlch they were to show magnifioently a few weeks later.
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Ambush on the Q.ulmper Road. We were awakened t hat same

morning by the bursting of grenades and machine-gun fire.

A battle 'WAS taking place on the Q,ulmper road, 1500 meter.

away. It WRS one of the ambushes we had set to intercept

the transport of our five prisoners to the KOlMl.8ndatur at

cut noer-, where ·investigationa" usually took place. Evidently,

trom the sound or the battle, it had not been successful. As

the survivors came back to us, they told us that one ot their

members hAd. disobeyed orders, and fired on a t r-ue kk oad ot Ger

man troops coming trom Q,ulmper. The Germans, after kilUng

our Br-ers-gunner-, had r-e tuz-ned to Q.ulmper. They would cer

tainly come b eck And search the area, and as we counted our

men And arms we felt very low. We h ad fifteen men and two

Bren guns. Luckily for us the Germans ae ar'ched the country

to the south of us, but never ouf t e r-eached ou r oos i t i on .

After shooting several r ar-aer-e and burning eome farms, they

Withdrew.

German Conoentration. From this moment on, we began to

get more and more information on German troop c onc ent r -at t on

in our Area. This informati on vas all confirmed by Lieutenant

Colonel Ber-t haud , r r-om Quimper. By this time we h ad about

2000 armed men , cr-ganf aed in co mpanies, liVing in the Mfl ouis

in Central Finistere. If the Germans did conc entr-e t e troops

in the ar-ea and begin a drive, nothir.g could stop A general

explosion. And this we were under orders to prevent.

The Chs t eau, Our posi t i cn, and all the surrounding

countryside, was dominated by the Chateau de rr-eve ree , which

v ee occupied by a German gnr-r-t e on, who meLnt e Ined en obser-

vation service from the roof. In view of the German e oncen t r-e t Lon

we could not overlook the possibility that we might be forced
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to move by day, she! in that event we would be watched from

the che'teau, We therefore asked London to bombard it. On 30

July, early 1n the morning, it WeB dive-bombed by three RAF

planes. We learned afterwards that t he whole population of

Che.teauneuf hed run out of church to watch the proceedlnge.

The cbt er of the Feldgendsrmerle of ChateauneUf, Alber Ehrharot,

had prom1eed the citizens that there would be a surprise for

them before Sunday. He hadn't expected thls one. The Whole

population was JUbilant. The GermAns had cu t on R huge party

the night before, and hed been caught; nul te 11 terally, w1th

their pants down. The number of dead WflS kept a closely

gue r ded secret, but when we occupied the che t eau ten days

later, there were still a lot of them under the ruins. We

could smell them. On:31 July, in view of renewed German

activity in the e r-ee we moved again, this time back to our

old haunts, west of Lal., to the village of Plessis.

Plessis. This was to be the HQ from which we carried on

the attack on the 2nd Parachutlst Division. We did not leave

it, until central Finistere WaS liberated from the Boche , Our

first move WAS to c e.r'r-y out a reconnaissance in the grounds

of the chateau, 1n the course of which seventeen Germans were

killed. The Germans evecue t ed the ruins the next dflY. On

2 August we received 8 meaaage from Captain Lezachmeur telling

us of 'the death of MaJ or Ogden-8mi tho We sent a meaaage to

London cancelling all his g r-eunda , si nce the Germ~ms had found

papers on his body.

Meanwhile our arms-drops continued. From Plessis we

organized the drops on GroBeille, No1eette, xeax, AnansB,

Prune, Msndarine, Fralse.. Ground. Ananaa was almost 1n our

backyard _ we had two battalions around it, and intended to
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tight 1.netesd or moving i f 'We were attacked . We had one drop

on it on 2 August , snd on the evening ot 3 Auguat, at.nc e we

expected tour p Lanes , we prepared f1res, tor the reception.

On this partioular 0008810n, many at the local peasants had

IUked to be allowed to come to the ·parachutage· . To their

surprise, and ours, the ·parachutage· took the r cra at a

strafing attack. by a JU 88, armed with tour Cannon. We

could not get the fires out 1n time, and the German plane

W98 able to make two rune. Luck.ily, there were no casuAlties,

Le Chflt)88.U de Napoleon. On 2 August we learned that the

zeer-t e FA,118chlrnJager DiviSion Wal on the move from its

'base Ln the Chat eaulin area eastward along the road to

Carhaix. They were on foot, on bf cye Lee and in horse-drawn

carts. We were ve ry much tempted to attack them, but this

would have been contrary to our orders. But t hat afternoon

we heard the eee sege We had so long been wai tlng for - and the

attack on the 2nd Paratroop D1vision began.

The Second Paratroop Division . We had seven companies

1n posl tion along the maln road, and they were lmmediately

given or der s t o begin harassing attaoks on the 2nd Division.

In order to get In.tructi ons to the compan1es north of the r-ead

we h~d to send armed groups in cer-e to rush across, firing

and throwing grenades, at unimportant crossroads. Most of

them got acrols, but in one of these exped1 t i one , the young

brother of Legal was killed. The head of the divislon WAS

already t n Carha1x, and in order to prevent any more of them

getting t hrough we destroyed the bridge near Laneb.Lau , 'l'bis

was aocompanied by a large-scale ambush whlch forced the Ger

lIans to leave the road and strike into the countrysids.

After t ....o days of attack all along the road, the division
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turned back, ooncentrating 1n village. between Pley-ben and

Chateaulin. Ite advance guard stayed 1n Carbalx.

!t1.I..2n..l.I:. In the ecur-se ot theee attaoks 8. oonsiderable

number of prleonere WaS taken. Captain Knox together with

Legal Interrog8ted them. They were all from the 2nd Paratroop

Dll'181on, and all of thea Hltlerltel to a man. They admitted

to the atrocitles they h8d committed , refused to belleye

that the Americans had taken Rennes, refused to dlBOU8.

the Hitler regime and refused to explain why they had French

Jewelry, money, a nd Identl t1 card, on theM . The y were all

very young, (o ne of the worst Was only 17) a nd t hey were

all 8ub8eQuently shot by the FFJ. Even if we had wished to

prevent this shooting, we would have been powerless, These

men had burned farms and far;mers with their wivee and ehildren

all the WElY along the lI1ain road.

The Royal NaIY Arrive.. Some days before, following orders

r r-oa London, we had sent east about thirty FFI to ecnt ae t

American forces and act ae guideB. On 4 August one of them

came in prOUdly in a Jeep with an officer ot the Royal

Kavy and an officer of the Royal Xs.rines. They were very

surprised to Bee us, Rnd. explained that they were heading

for Brest . We told them that if they had kept on their

road to Chateauneuf' they would certalnly have been killed,

and gave them a guide to take them by another route. It

WaB very nloe to Bee them, and I hope theY final ly got to

their destination safely.

Firat AmerioAn Troop. . The next day another guide brought

in two Jeeps and their o1lloen: , part of the 86th Reconnaissance.

They had run i nto 8. patrol ot the 2nd Paratroop DiTleion on

the road between Chateauneuf and Pleybel"\ end had been separ8ted
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trom their un! t. We got them back. into contact with Lieutenant

Bordges, their CO. Meanwhile the population of Chateauneut',

seeing American troops go through thE" town, behave like

the war was over and hung out French flags. A spirit of

premature optimism WaS also abroad among the troops.

Germans came back. to Ohet eauneuf , Our feare were

justified only too Boon. That same night a detachment ot the

2nd Paratroop DiviSion, on its way back. troll1 Carha1x, entered

the town, killed the cure, and massacred about 50 civilians.

The next daY, a similar detachment ambushed an American

column coming lnto Chateauneuf from seeer-, They destroyed

all the vehicles except those Which they drove off for

their own use, and killed all the personnel except three,

who were later picked up and brought in by our men.

We would like to state here that London kn ew the exact

location of our HQ and snould ha ve informed US advanced units

in the area of our whereabouts. If the CO of th ~t recconnaiss-

anc e column had b een able to contact us he would never have

run into the ambush. As it WflS, nobody knew of our exr at. ance ,

In all my c ont a c t s With US officers later, I did not f l nd

one who had any idea there were allied parachutists working

in Fi nlste re.

Move to Chateau - contact with Aloes. On 7 August we

moved to the Chateau de Treverez. The day before Captain

Lebel had gone off to Ker-r-Len to make c ontact with Aloes.

He returned to the Chateau, charged wi th the missi on of

centralizing all informati on on the enemy in Finlstere, a

Job which he carried on until our departure from Britta ny.

CentrRl Finietere cleared of Boche. During the next

days we learned that the 2nd Paratroop Division had moved
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north t o Brest, and ha d b e en harass ed all along its mar ch.

Prisoners were stlll belng brought 1n trom all s ides, an d

fr OID them we learned that all German torc es had r e c e i ved

order t o make for Br est, t he Presq'lle de Crozon and Lcr-Lerrt ,

By 10 August , cnat eauneur , Chateaulin, Pleyben, Carhalx,

Huelgoat, Sizun, Brassparts, Brlee we r e al l fr ee of t he

enemy.

Crozon . The only p l ac e 1n ou r ar-ee Where the r e 'Were an y

GermA.ns lett WBB the Presqu 111e d e Crozon . Here there were a

great many, an d we be gan c onc en t ra t i ng all t he FFI troop s 1n

our area across t he neck or the Croz on p eni ns ula to prevent

them brea ki ng out . Captain Knox made B. trip t o Morlal x to

try t o r-at ee gasoli ne f rom the US Army. There b e made t h e

ac c ue r rrt a nc e of the 17 t h Ca va l r y Squadron, wh o were l ater to

work wl t h us l n t he Croz on peni nsula.

Colonel Eon o . Colonel Eono and hi s staff ar r i ved in t he

ar ea about t his t i me and set up HQ at t he Chate au de Ker r ion ,

nea r Pleyben.. Captain Knox wa s a s ked b y Col onel Eon n t o Arr ange

an int erview wi th t he general c ommanding the att ack on Bres t

Capt a in Knox drove to Plabennec and t here me t te am Horace ..

The i nt ervi ew was arranged for t he f ol l owi ng day .

BrasBparts. The ne xt mor n i ng Col one l Eon o and Captain

Knox set out for Plabennec vi a Br-ea ap ar-t a-Bf zun , As we

approached Br-ee epar-t a we met the comma nd er of the FFI c omna ny

which had been left 1n Br-ae epsr-t e , He i nf ormed us t hat the

Germans had t h at morning attack.ed Brassparts and liberated

1:30 of their p r-t e oner-e , He ha d got out and was going back

for reinforcement s. We immediately drove i nt o the t own,

found the Germans gone, and the town 1n a et e t e of complete

p antc , The Germans had thrown g r e na d e s into t ne ho us e whic h



OE l;i..".5;;t!- i ~ u I
AlIlh~lity l :lhl ~4W9 1 ~

Dy~~~' .E_"~ _~~'l:

355

VOL. 4 JULY, AUGUST. SEPTEMIlER 1944 JEDIlURGIlB

Operations, Team Giles (Cont'd)

h ed served 811 FFI headquarterll and killed two women there.

They had attacked the town wi th two Americ an armored vehicles,

no doubt the enee they had captured at Chateauneuf.

Plabennec. We proceeded on to Blabennec wi thout further

incident, and Capt a i n Knox Was left as Colonel Eono 's lia180n

officer wi th General Taylor . He arranged for t he delivery

of 2000 gallons of ga s ol ins to the FFI and also went on some

p etrols with Major s oeer-e of team xes-ace (8 12 ) . Upon return

to PLeyben he learned t hat all of Colonel Eono 's headouar-t e r-e

was about to r eturn to Engla nd, and Cap tai n Lebel and Cap t ai n

Knox would act for him 88 G- 2 and G-J c ombi ned .

St Renan. Captain Knox was eo 11 ttle p l ea s ed at t his

pros pect that he retur ne d t o Plabenne c find Amus ed hi ms e l f

by worki ng wi th Maj or Somers on a p r o j ec t t o ge t the Bre s t

ge.rr ison to s urrender. Me j or aceer-e an d Captain Knox 't r-ack ed

down a Fren ch c hapl ain wh o ha d c ome out of Bres t a nd who hfld

received a message f or t he Ameri ca n co mma nd from promi nen t

nav a l of f i c e r s in Brest. We 't ook hi m b ack 88 f ar as we dared

towards Breet, And pr omi s ed to pi ck him up next day at Sai nt

Renan whi ch was no men I s l and. ( I n fact we came unde r shell

fire be fore we ever g ot t he r-e , } He was to cont act t h e men

wh o had gt ven him the eee ee ge and get a ne of them t o come

out and talk to General Taylor. When we wen t back. to get

him next day we r an i nt o f ifteen Germans in Sai nt Re nan, s o

we evacuated i t hAs t " l y And waited for t he chapLat n out.e tue ,

He eventually turned up, but had been prevented from en t e r i ng

Brest by a patrol of German paratroops.

Chateau de (err1w. During this t i me Captai n Lebel ha d b e en

working as G-2, and or gani zing an informati on s erv ice on t he

(8 12 ) aee p this Vol
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German pos itions 1n the Crozeo penlJllula. He obtained very

accurate and detailed lnformlltl on, 'Which Capt a i n lnox Was able

to pall on the General Middleton'. G-3, after seeing General

Middleton personally. (General Middlet on 18 commanding general

VIII Corp_ . )

U8 Troop. tor Crozon . Finally General Middleton eent

e oe e tro ops down to the Cr-ezcn pe ninsula - the 1?th Cavalry

Sauadron, under Colonel LlndaulBt. Jedburgh t eea Giles

worked the l1a1son between the US Cavalry and the FFI heR.d-

auarters was at Plomodlern just At the to ot of Menez.hom, the

h i ll Which dominated the whole n oe i. t t on, The t cvn WRB under

c ona t ant fire from 8a' 8 and mortars until the c ep tur-e of

Menezhom some dAYS Lat er-,

Cr ozon Offensive. The 17th cavalry aqu edr-o n , l ater

reinforced. by the 15th, and backed Up' b y the FFI began FlO

offensive with the l i mi t e d cb j ec t t ve of reducing Menezhom

and St Nfc , In this action the FFI And the US Cavalry co

operated msgnlficently, a nd before Giles left Finistere the

Whole peninlula up to Telgruc-Sur-Mer 'WaB 1n our h and a , In

t he c ourse of this action the aeao er-e of t he team came into

c orrt ec t wi th the enemy on the St Nic Road and at St Marie .

Du xe ne e HOlII.. When we left, t h e offensive had. c ome to R stR,nd-

_t ill.

AJ>PENDIX 'A'

Drop GrQunds operated by team Gilel

Gro und

Peche
Poire
Pomme
FrAIIDoi8e
Amoande

~

Coadri
St. GuAzec
St. S_gel
P10uraoh
Scrlgnal
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Ralaln
Orange
Anana.
Gro.ellle
Ceriae
Prllnelle
Handarlne
No1x

APPEIIDrX B

Operatlon. Teara Gllel (Cont'd)

Scrlgnao
La 'eulllee
Pless!s
Pleyben
Penltl
Ruelgoat
Brlee
Huelgoat

Commendat 1onl

Yues Legal - Chateauneut Du Faou. Sergeant 1n the French

Army - oaptured 1n 1940. Escaped troll Germany. In resistance

movement Ilnce 1941. 6 monttLs Ln prison at Bennea , Deuartment

organizer of rTP. In his work with UB showed c our-age , ability

and unquestionlng loyalty. Toolt part in the fighting on the

Crozon peninsula. A young man of great abill ty, ccurege ,

future.

Doctor B.lin (Briee) and Doctor Olllvielt Henri (Quimper).

Under' condl tiona of 111ega11 ty organ! zed a medical evacuatlon

service hospital and surgery. Treat ed many of our wounded

and later laved the l1fe of an American sold1er Who had been

lett for dead on the Chateauneut road.

Team Giles

APPENDIX 'C '

Team Glles oar-silting of Captain ICnoX
t

US Armv.
Captain Lebe , French Army.
Sergeant Tacit. Brltish Army.

Signals report cOl!Qiled by Sergeant Tack G.H. This is

entirely a signal report and has no connection "i th the main

report. The Jed Bet is. I think. about the beat Bet possible

for our particular Job. It's portability and the fact that

there er-e no batteries to worry about are two importa1J.t

advantages which make the set simple and easY' to work.

myself, am fully satisned With the Jed oet and shall be glad
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to d o a ny jo bs 1n t he future with it .

"," ould l1ke to thank an d c o ng r a t u l a t e the ope r-et or-e

at 53 : fo r t he g ocd York t hat they did f or ee , I n 81 : ,

~ lgr. t -n lne eee ea g e e v e r-e p e e e ed 0 0 ou r oypher, And I can 8 R Y

t hl'lt t n very f ew c ae ee did I eee t wIth Rn y trouble i n p a ss i ng

t he e e a ee e eg e e . This t e c u t t e an echt eveae n t , b e c au s e At

Le s e t r i v e or t ne e e :'Il. e 8 8 A~1;' 8 wer-e ov er t wo h u n dr e d gr- cup e

and About r t r t r pe r c e nt of t he r-ee e r nd e r- hu ndrl"d

group e . Ab ou t t h i r t y-eight raeee ege e wer-e r -ece i ved and wl th

the e xc ep t i on ot' or-e they v e r-e sent i n p e r-r ec t.Ly r-e ad a r l e

"~ or8 e .

I r o u r.d t n e t R goo d s lgnal (Q.SA4 o r Q.SA~) c o u L d b e r-e c e L v ed

on An s e r-t e I t ne t WRA pu t up with c cmmon e e n a e , wit h o !' course

c a r-e r uI tun ing ') f t he r-e c e r v e r-,

I r cur.d t h e t , on the t r-oad c e e t (2100 GMT) atmos pher i cs

And t nt e r-r er-enc e c cmbi ned t o disturb th e sl g r:AJ.. b ad Ly and

t h e be st streng th was QSA 3 . Unde r t.be ee c t r-cu met a nc e e I

h a d t o ask for R r-epe e t d u rtr.g sk l!'d t t ne e on eev er-e I oc c a e i one .

I W R S greflt l y g r -et Lr t ed whe n , e f t h on e ex cepti on, 8 11 me e s age e

we re e e nt d uri ng ek ed t i mes. I f ound a Leo-ct ne t my r r-eou e nc f e e

ext reme ly good witt-out e xc ep t I cn . Alt !": ou gh my emer-eenc y

frequency WR 8 very ne a r- 8F!:::: I had no t r oubl e at a I l ,

I eh ou Lc l ik e t o er,d by !l~ A l n t hans t ng the st a f !" of

~ 3 C f or t h e!' !" ex c e lle n t coop e r a ti on ....1th e e ,

Clpher . As 8 Lar-r-e p er-c e n t a ge r:f All e nc o-t i ng And de

c o-t i ng .... AS done by ne I s h a l l ma ke a smAll r-enor-t on t he

same. The one-ti me p ad is the pe rfec t c od e for ou r J 93 .

The Mf' 8 l":S of encod i ng on t his system .....r-e e cu n t ed e e p a r-t

o f o u r moe t t mpor-t ent eou i pme nt and never under Any c i r-cume t e nc e e
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let out or my eight. lie did not uee the vocabulary in any or

our lIeelagee because we tound that altboogh V8 laved space

ve loet time. With an average 01' tvo meleages a day to enoode

and one 8 day to decode we found tilDe to be moat important.

The tirst tew me8sageetrora home were encoded i n French

and th ese messages we had t rouble in deoodi ng. The remainder

however worked out very ~ell indeed with the exoept l on or

flv e oompl ete l y lndeoypherables . These f ive mess ages were

obvlously a bad Bl ip on s omeone ' e part beeause the · pagee

on whlch t hey were e nc yphe r ed had already been used onoe . ·

We dld not r emov e , under any clrcWDs t ancel, pages from t h e

p Rd which had not been used . These f i ve melsages were re

c.iv.d 08 p.rt or a ba t ch or thirteen t aken during two eked.

on one day. When th ese melseges were taken we had reaohed

page seventy-two ot our pad. These mess ages were enooded

berore po go eixty-two.




