
VOL. 4 JULY. AUGUST. SEPTEMBER 1944

TEAM AUBREY

788
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Dperst! ons Team Aubr~y

Jedburgh team Aubrey was the twenty-seventh Jedburgh

team to be dispatched to France from tne UK.

Members of Team

The members of team Aubrey were :

CApt a i n G. Marchant (Er i t i s h), code name "Ru t l Rnd­

Capt Ain (then Lieutenant ) J . Te1 m'," (French) , code
name -Kildare"

Sergeant I. Hooker (British), code name "Thaler'"

Area to Which Dispatched

Te Am Aub r -ey WRS dispatched on the night of 11/12 August

to the Seine et Marne eree of France.

Background of Resistance 1n Area

The organ! zer Armand, (S pir1 tuallst ) 0.640) had f.! power-ru I

circuit 1n th e Seine et Marne r-egt cn, This department, which

covered the eaatern appr-o achea to Paris, was or vi tal importance

trom the p -n n t of view of railway communicati ons. Should the

GermRns fall back to the li ne of the Seine J it would be

essential to disrupt as tar e e poa eLb Le the c cnc ent r-at Len of

their er r ec t i vee to the east of the river by continuous at t acka

on c ceeurucat i o ne and har-ae ad ng guerrilla activity.

Purpose of Mission

Team Aubrey vee to be dispatched to aeet e t Spiritualist

in the organization of the FFI. The team would prOVide

adt'!ltional means ot delivering stores to the Fro-I A.nd A.dditional

links between London and the FFI groups.

MethOd. of Dropping Rnd Reoeption Carom!ttee

The team would be dropped to il reoeption committee

organized. by Spiritualist .
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Operations Team Aubrev (Cont'd)

Communicati ons

The team was dispatched with one WIT set and instructed

t o establish contact witn tne Home Station BS soon AS possible

upon arrival in the tield.

Relot1onB "1 th Other All1ed Unl tB

Allied Forces. It Overrun. When overrun by Allied forces

the team was to report to the intelligence officer of the

neE'reBt Allied formation and 9..sk him to forwp-rd them to tnp

nearest SF StAtr. This Staft would i d e nt i t y them and 'OABR

tnem back to SFHQ, London.

Action

Upon Arrival in toe F1.e1d. The teAm would co nt e o t

Spiri tualist as soon as they Arrived And he would inform

them of the general si tustinn as regards to resistance in

the area.

The tee.o WA.S to avoid open orrenet ve action with the

exception of continuous pttacks by emaIl pnr-t Lee on rail,

road And CO!lInunicatione targets until such time 8S they re -

c et.ved orders from London.

If Captured. The team took no cover story to 'the field.

If t aken prisoner they would he taken AS ao Ldi er-a 1n uniform

performing ordinAry militnry duties . Every ee t ab Lf ahed In.w

of warfare would apply to 't hem and they should, therefore,

g1 ve their name, r-ank and seriAl number only.

Information Provided to Teem

The toll()wing information ""9S furnished to the teRm

prior to its departure for the field:

l!.. Opprational Groups, BAS and other Allied Forces in

the areB •

.£. Resistance movements in the area.
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First Word from Field

Teqm Aubrey announced 1t s safe a r-r-kva I 1n the field 1n

the f oLLowf ng WIT meaaage dated 12 August : QC47)

"Arrived safe with containers and materiel intRct.
Contact estAblished w1th Spirt tUAllst."

Summary of WIT Mes sages Exchanged

13 August From SFHQ. to Aubrey ~548 )

"De Lf gh't ed to hear you. Agree your eugg ee t ed
movements but you must be careful 1n such a thickly
ncnu'Le t ed FIreR. "

16· August From Aubrey o.C4:»

·Kildare at h ouse. SpiritUAlist 1n Parls s nd
Rutland also 1n Parls. Thaler 111 with mumps 1n SAfe
houae near- Meaux but can work radio from bed. Must
emphasize that area designated to us 1s underground
not manuf e are!'! , therefore Lmpoa s LbLe cp er-s t e 1n uniform
until military activity begins in said er-ee , We tw o
ar-e being supplied wi th paoer-e . For eecur-I ty r-ee a one
it is unlikely thAt ThRlen will transmit more 'tb an
onc e R week. Following poe t tir')n German fighter Rirfield
nbout to b e abandoned. Will arrange th nt it is c Lee r-ed
of mines before use by our o Lane e , MM Bhep-t 560 es a t
11 MM es e t OG 4050 MM north 54 o 4 ~. 15 kilometers
northwes Meaux. Bound ar-y is west railwFlY Paris - Villers
- Cotterets. South Elg.IJ.inst juno t I on rAilwa y And third
class r-oad GZ 41 running northeast from VillA ge St Dard
to join seco nd class r-oad on 331 wM.ch is nor-t-h boundary.
NUlnb er aircrA.ft on field 80. Airfield not USAble ,qfter
heavy rain."

17 August From SFHQ to Aubrey 0-650)

"Understood ArmAnd had 1500 men j n Me,qux a t-e s ,
Would it not b e better for you to work t here t han lnR1de
Par-La , ThRnks informati on on airfield."

!2-Al!EYll From Aubrey Q6 51)

"Team Aubrey okllY and active. Kl1dFlre And Ru t Land
able move freely in Paris. 1I

10 August From Aubrey ~652 )

"From Armand - 58 and Schupo left for Ne t z , Have
given orders to 500 men to 't ake to mequf e AS later
difficult to Leave Paris. No offensive Acti on will be
taken wi thout your orders. AlwftYs r-eedy for SAS. n

Q54?) C-1553/60 12 Aug 44
Q64 9) C-1823/6g 16 Aug 44
Q651 ' C-n25/20 19 Aug 44

Q64 8) C-1l65 13 Aug 44
Q65 0) C-6248 17 Aug 44
Q65~) C-2523/75 19 Aug 44
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20 August From SFHQ t o Aubrey (1. 653)

MVery interested know what Kildare and Rutland have
seen Ls t eLy , Please report. Do utmost flttl'l,ck retreAting
forces but without movlng your men trom your sector .
Lnt er-ee t ed tighter R, l r c r a t t . Report strength mod eLa and
whether y ou think they intend holding Airfields or Are
Just r "'Bs l ng through. Tell UB when contact e a t ab Li ah ed
wi th Allied forces. Note Xavler and other grounds
t empcr-ar-i Ly eU8~ended. Underst and Charly regi on Lmno asLb Le

tor receptions.

26 August From Aubrey (L65 4l

"Following from Armand. ConcentrAtlnn tanks 360
c ounted 1n wood of Ferrlere sur Rls1e of ImportRnt
GermAn hel'ldouartere lnstalled 1n c ha 't e au of Mondl'lnelne.
Blalses ask send a L'l traffic through Thaler. PLanea
at Nonige no longer b ogged . II

27 August From SFHQ to Aubrey (1 55 ~ ,)

.llDoee this mean t h at Blaise ha e s topped worki r.g.
Pl ease confirm. Meanwhile wil l p e ae a l l trAffic through
Thaler. For Ar:nand - Allied High Command e ex s us
congr-atuLs t e you on va Luab Le Lnf or'mat Lon on en emy d i spoa t ;
ti ons sent recently. tl

1 September Pr-om Yankydoodle to WAtermnrk a. 5::· (~

" CAp t ai n Marchant and Serge ant Hooker of Jed
t esn Aubrey at this Headnuar-t er-a , Reauest instructions
as t o disposal. Lieutenant Telmon killed 27 August.
Detailed report to f ol l ow. ·

5 September From Watermark to YankydoocHe G.6 C:'t.i

"CAptai n Marchant a nd Sergeant Hook er of J p,d teem
ar e to return t o UK . Please give ETA and plac~."

7 September From Ya nkydoodl e to Wfltermark (H' tel

"Jed team Aubrey returnin g UK through Ys Le Lock , It

Report of Team Upon Return from the Fi eld

We left Lond on Rt 17 00 hours 11 August 1944 And drove

in comfort to Harrington Ae r od rome acme 15 0 miles RW(ly. Aftf>r

An exc~l}ent meal 'We s e t t led down to WAtch Borne fil ms 8B our

p Lan e was not due t o lea ve until 0015 ho u r s .

Ever-y-me WqR extremely helpful. especially Juni or

Commander Davenport who Accompa ni e d UB fill th~ WRy from

London. Our flasks were fi lled wi th rum, ct ger-et.t es were

~ E; [- 3 ) C-~279 20 Aug 44
~ 6 5 5 ) C-6354 27 Aug 44
% 57) G-6 5 Sept 44

1654 ) C-2825/61 26 Aug 44
~ 6 5 , :) C-349~/66 1 Seot 44
~ 6 58) C-4079 / 1Q 7 Seot 44
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pressed upon UB and, being the first Jede to Leave 1n oivilian

cl.othes, we were photographed at every stage of preparation

prior to the take oft. The naVigator of the aircraft showed

UB hie route. We shook hands w1th t he nl10t And at 00 15 hours

exactly were airborne.

The efficiency of this AmeriCAn Liberator crew left

nothing to be desired. We knew exactly where we were Rll

al ong the route and ha d full confidence 1n the dlenatcher

sergeant, who gave UB the order at 0155 hours exactly. 'li e e LL

landed well (although the d es cerrt seemed faster t -han u aus L)

and were met on the field (near LEI P'Leaa La-BeLkevd Lke ) by

Maj or Armand (Spirt 'tuatfe t ) 1n person. We walked wi t .n h i m

to St PathuB whi le the remainder of t he reception cOI"'IMi tt,-f>

de e Lt with the contat ner-e a nd p8ckages dropped by t he other

two Liberator b omb er s who flew wi th us bh a t n i ght. There

were no Germans in the immediate vicini t,r, the ne er-ea t bef ng

at ¥'ontge, a fighter airfield.

We accompanied Major Armand to M Leridan's h ouee where

we Ate, conversed and drank champagne until the ear-Ly hours

of the mor-nt ng , Leridan was chief of resistance in the a r -ea

and had organized his vill age of St Pn t hua of e ome 200

i ohabitants into an efficient reception c ommf t t ee ,

Aft,.,r dark on the aame evening (1 2 August) we cycled

c aut t oua'ly t o the neighboring vd LLage of Forfry. Curfew

WAS at 2130 And anyone CAught by the Germa ne WIlS likely to

be shot. At Forfry we went to the "ear e noue e" of M F'Lechemer-,

a mechanic, who lived w1:th his mo'ther' FI nd emRII daught er-, This

noue e was clean And comfortable, Which ""AS J U A t R.S well sinc e

t he followi ng day Sergeant Hooker C Am p d own with .q mlld Flttp ck

of mumps. Since th er-e were no Ger-mane in t he v t Ll a ge , we
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f ixed up an a e r ia l to a pear t.eee a nd t h e inval i d WA S ab l e

t o op erate h i e set f r om h i s bed .

Pa r I s . On 14 August it wa s decid ed , wi t h London's

app r-ov a L, t hat Captains Marchant and Talmon sh ould Le a ve fo r

P ~r1 8 J 1n wh os e e Eistern s ub u rb s Maj or Ar man d had r ecruit ed

a potenti al fo rce of 15 00 men.

At thi s Ju nc t ure It s hould be e xp lained th q,t t he dena eLv-,

bu i l t ov e r e r-ea of the P nr -j 8 suburb s wa s f ar bett e r sut ted

to guerr i l la tactics than t h e spar-s eLy woode d an d g en t l y

undulati ng coun tryside of t he Selne-e t - Marne, a t this t i me

e ap e c LaLl y bare af ter th e h ar ve s ting of t he corn . Lon don

wa s cabled that t h e 15 00 men c ould, i f ne c eas a r-y, be moved

t o t he Meaux Area b u t i n ou r brief ing we were i ncorrec tly

informed that this Maauis was a l r ead y in t he neighborhood of

Meaux , en i mp res s i on whi c h Lond on mai ntai ned to the en d.

Captai n Mar chant s t a ye d wi t h Ma j or Ar:nand 1n P a ri s

and wa s ab l e to move ar ou nd f reel y . He v ae gi ve n So "" nlsh

pap er s ; hi s Ac c e nt WaS not good euoug n fo r him to b e mistRken

fo r a Frenchman. Daily h e cycled to R g a rage of f t h e

Bou levRr d Ysa r where he g e ve l ecture s on SROal"IH?:e 't o mixed

gr-oup e of men i nc l ud l ng a p er c en t a ge of genda rme s in u ni f orm.

To cu t r al 1wny lines it Wfl S found b est t o c onb f ne R f og

aLgn e L wi t h one h s Lf hQ1..1 r t i me p enci l mea ne of inl t lRt i on .

As the l i nes were regul Rr ly pat rolled And th f' cha rge might

be s e en an d t aken cr r , it no tr p" in pas s ed wi t m n one hou r I

t ne t i rae p enc i l ca u sed t he li ne t o b e cut b ef or e a pa t rol

a r-r Lv ed , Tra i n-dera il i ng c h nr-g ee were p laced on l i ne s almost

evevy n1gh t ,

s i.nc e C ~ptai n Te l mon WR A French he v a e Lnva LuabLe a s

Lt a t s on off icer b etween t he va ri ous " c errt at ne s" . HE' was
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provi de d w1t h pap er s , " mot orcyole , tbtt necessary au t horit y

and t ravel led everywhere . He made s e ve r al trips to Fortry And

maintained c ontact with Captain Marohant.

or the general s t At e of strairs 1n Parle at this t i m.,

(14-21 Auguet) much could be ""1tten. No eleotr1city, 2 p v m,

cur tew, s treet fi ghti ng a t night, rumors and counter-rumors,

and mas S exec ut i ons 1n the Bols- de- Boul ogne fir e acme of the

ou tetandlng features. Grenad es wer e f l ung i nto a ny hous es

pr ema t ur el y shOWing t he French f l ag , and MAny neop'Le were

s ho t on t he streets for de f yi ng t he curfew orde r . In t he

r est e.urants there vas no short age of food or wi ne. Better

mepl s could be obtained t han an ywhere i n London - at A

prlo~ . A l unc h of hors-d t oe uv res , Camembert che ese and eescnes

f or t hr ee peopl e cost abou t 4000 f rAnc s . Neve r theles s a l l

r est aurants were crowded.

On 21 Auguet 1t Wae gener ally agre ed t h at the tlme had

c ome to leave Paris an d go b ack to t he Mea ux a r ea . Move­

ment Wae bec oming inc reasingly dif ficult : two or ou r oou s1 ns

hAd alr eady disappeared b et we en ParIs and St Pathus. t he

Germane were i n retreat on a l l road s lead i ng out of PAr i s

And the Gestapo WB S put t i ng a close check on all c ivilian

movement.

Return to Meaux Are a. On 21 August , Cap tai n Marchant

an d Blaiee, (Armend'e radio operat or) left by b1cycl e to

travel t he 45 kilomet ers back to St Pathu8 . The t ormer wor e

hie body belt conta1 n1ng the ofpher- e11ke but Wae UMble to

ca r ry two one- t i me pad s a s they were t oo bulky to store on

t he b ody or hide on a bicycle . Atter many narrow esc ape s t h es e

two Ar r i ved bac k At St PathuB afte r co ve r ing some 75 ki lomet ers

1n all.
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On 22 August 250 German 58 and Sc hu ttpol@'z P l moved. i nto

St Pa thue And 15 0 W6hrmaeht into Fortry where Cflpt a l tJ. Herehflnt

and a ';rgesnt Hooker were staying. Wlrele8~ t r a n smi s s ion

b ec ame di f f i c u l t 9soe01811y A8 the Germane had searched A

vl11 Rge 2 kilometers AWAy for a transmitter. We euspec-tod

that wehad b e en inaccurately D/Fld and London must ex cuse UB

it we carn e up o n the emergency link t o Avoid us ing our

schedule freQuency.

From the ga rd en at the back of the hous e the g round :"OA e

g ently t o R c r est , And e ome 200 yAr d s Away the German s

es t ablished fin AA po s t manned b y 2 me n wI t h A ep.end,an MG

And binoculars. We will a l WAY S remember one transmissi on

from this ga rd e n . The Germa ns coul d no t see t he tranemi ttl'lr

from "'hich they were screened by an app Le tree but t he y c ould

see ue trying to f ix the a er-LaL to A. pe ar- tree from whi ch it

consistently fell. London onl y received us Q,SA 2 and

the prolonged transmis sion t ook over on e hour. Owing t o

t he pr es enc e of t hE" Germa ns , London WAS ~ nfo rmed thAt no

su ppli es could b e recei ved for t h e t 1me be ing .

On 24 August the Germans left St Pa t hus snd Forfry AS

rapidly AS t hey h ad come a nd ever yone brtFl thed mor e f r ee ly.

We sent me aasge e c onf i rmi ng Lond on t hat ground XEI.vier could

again be used and we char ged up the Eurek a And S-ph one

bAtteries 1n preparat i on for an lnterlune reoceut1on. 1tle

hAd Borne 300 armed men avaf Lab Le but i r equipment waS urovlded

co uld pl ac e another ? OO in the field. The GermRns were re­

treati ng tast throug h our ares and we teared t h at by the

t r ee extra Arms Rnd/ or SAS troops arrived t here would be

no GermRns lett to ti ght . London s eemed curi ously reluctAnt

to send us ex tra arms dur Lng th e I nter lune oe r iod aI t hough we

h ad r epea t ed 1n se veral me s s ag e s thAt we had Rlgobert t 8 Eurek a



77 6

VOL. 4 JULY. AUGUST. SEPTEMBER 1944 JEDBURGHS

Operations Team Aubrey (Cont'c!)

• Aeperge l ~nd two 8-phones 1n go od order.

On 25 August Ma jor Armand in h i e own In1 t l a t l v e ga v e

t he order t o t ake to t he xe eut e , Roads from Parle were t hen

c lear at Germa ns Rod th e e oas t seemed reas ona bly c l ea r . Almost

s i mul tan eous l y he r eceived Fl me s s age f r om Londo n Fl dvl s 1ng

him not t o g i ve t he ord er un ti l t he OK WRB gi ven by them.

He aaked C s p t a L n MarC hant w hether he s h o uld CAncel h i s o r-de r-s

and "lA B ad vf eed not t o R.8 eueh a step would onl y c a u ee 000-

ruat cn , Time And d i s t s nc e had t o be borne 1n mi nd . On 26

Augus t we ou t on uniforms for the first t i e e slnce our a r-r'Lvs L

and ewa! ted the a r r ! val of' t h e men u nder Cap t a~r. Telmon who

were un able to cone tha t d ay owi ng t o t he pr esenc e of Ger-man

Panzer un i t e on th e r oad , I t is clear t h nt Major Ar-mand

desired t he men t o co me ou t by ni ght i n lorries an d by di ver s e

routes. Orders were given t o Avoi d an y cr ren a t ve s c t i on

Cl ga lns t th e Germans on t h e way.

Battle of 27 August. Aft er R. night 1n t he woods we

were info rmed Rt O?OO ho u r s on 27 August t ha t a convoy of

s ome 20 vehic l es had f'l r r l ved At St Pnthus. The Journe y f rom

Perie had not been wi thout i ncident as t he c onvoy had ha d

A fi ght wit h a s mall Germ an co lumn. Numer ous Germans were

killed, 40 DRs and t hree officers capt ur ed and the Manu i s

on l y had 1 killed Cl r.d .3 wound ed - A s atisf act ory if untimely

ac t ion.

By 0830 hou r s the gr-es t er pa r t of t he convo y WPB

instal l ed Al ong a su nken ro ad border i ng e l ake i n the 'W ood

of Rougem ont between Oissery And Fortry . The po s i tion 'WAS

no t unreaeor a ble f or organized dl!f enc e AS to 'th e s ou th t he r e

was El medium-sl zed l ake an d the gr ou nd r-an g ent ly on all
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sides enabling an sttacklng force to be silhouetted against

the sky I1ne provided by the bare fields. To the weet there

was 8. thick wood and to the east marshy ground mede the approach

to the poel tl on imposs!ble for AFVI 8 except along the sunk.en

road already :nentioned.

Unfortunately there Was no time to organize an ad eou at e

defense. Two vehlcles of the convoy were a't t acked by a

German annored c ar while stlll passing tfir-cugh 01s sery.

51mul taneously a I1ght tank from t he north attacked those who

had a Lr-eady arrived. All arms were stlll on t he t.or-r-t ee FI nd

no one seemed certain where a nyt hing was. Only two Brene

were 1n worki ng order. two others being clogged with gr-e s s e

in the same conditi on as when they had left t he factory.

There were four piats wi th 12 b ombs but no one, with the ex­

cepti on of the three Jedburghs, knew how they operated.

Rapid Le ae ona had to be given in the use of this wean on as

also in the pr-Lmf ng And lAYing of anti-tank mines an the

western extreml ty of our po s l t t en, This was also blocked

by a saloon car- which straddled the Bunk en road r r om the high

bank to the lake .

The first sklrmie.h lasted almost on e h our, Aft er which

there WEIS 8 lull of some 20 minutes. Our casualties were two

killed and five wounded in t his first p l a n I)f t he Action. One

of the wounded h ad his Jaw b r ok.e n by a piat And La t er' another

min or casualty wae caused by this SAme weapon.

During this 20 minutes it WFiS decided that t he onLy

c ourse open "I RS to disperse a nd the thinning out began. Some

reont e had to be presented A S German 55 troops a nd two more

tanks had arrived, one of which \II pB s helling us from the fAr
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Bi de or t ee lake. Tl':.e on e f eas i b le li ne at' r et re ..t l a y

thr ough 8 s ma ll wQod to the east and t he n RIO!1g the bed of

t he stream running nu t o f th e Las.e , I f e ver -yon e had retlrpd

at " ne e the Ger mane would ha ve clo s ed 1n or. tt. l a st reR.:r. And

1.t 1s d oub t fuL i f t her e 'Would have been mAny survivors.

By 123 0 ho u r s 1.t 'WDS decid ed t rJ_"!t t n e ~o 8 1 t t e n W(lS

untenable 11. 6 1n ad d1tl ?r. t o t ne ene Ll t ng A third Ge rma n

t ank had Appro a che d al ong t n e sunk en r oad fron: t.ne vea t ,

Al~~ :>ugn ba r-r-ed f r om sppr-oecnf ng too c Loae ~y t he 8;100n

CRr ~ na m ~ np8 obs t ac Le , it mnde tm cg a p r e t t y ho t "=y an en­

f ilAding !' l r e . Or-de r-s 'W er e gl vpn r or R "e "uvP ",'.:.1 p eut " pnd

ever- y one mad e r or- t tte se a l l wood ~ :1 t h e enet ~nc ludt :-: ~ the

4 '; Ge r-nen n r-t a c ne r-e w~ ., by t m e t t -ae h~d c ao t ur-ed t heir

Fre nch gu ar-ds prol!l191r.g tt"'l!l th e t t he y w')u l d n.... t b e sh ot.

Cap t "!ir. ¥.f1rc rlant' a e ac sp e to t.he wo o~ Wa ~ b.qrr"'d by thr e e

men Rnc', h e r an ot f in t ne opp oel t e e i r-ece i on . Fire fr o:-m the

Germ~n t ank firi ng along t h e r-oad dLec our-aged our-au t t , He

div ed b et l nd on e of the pa r ked lorries And t hen enter-ed t b'!

l ake where he r-eme Lned r or e f gh't end ha lf hours hi dde n by

e ce e bus h es e n th e benk , The Ger-mane C1UBt h rtve gu e eeea t .het ,

t t.e r e ....e re su r v i vors 1n t he lake a e I n t e r t t,,:,y raach f.ne ~u:-: :. ed

t he lake at wat er-s level fro:ti. bo th sldes .

At 223~ hours CaptaIn Ma. rchant cl l ::'1b ed ou t. o! t he Lak e I

r ol led Acro s s the s unk en ro ad 'trod up t !:e ba nk on t t: <> op nos t t e

s i d e. Twen t y ~ i .... e yArd s t o hl R right W~ R A Ger-man t ank backed

Ag Ains t the. v - e e , The f nt e nt i on of t he GerMans WAS c Lea r-, Th~y

r.Rd set fir e to f Arms And ha y at sck a f or A r -adj.us of s ')'!\e 2

mile s . Anyon e c oct ng out of th e wood Wa s af Lhou et t ed AgAi nst

t he b r ight skyline. Tl:" co rn s t ubb ke pr-cv f d ed no co ve r .
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Captain Marchant crawled tor fi ve hours until he was pas sed

the brightest fire and then got up find walked t en miles north

by c ompass t o Nanteuil, where he sheltered 1n a farmhouse.

The f ollowing night ( 28 29 August) he return~d t o Forfry AS

he WAS anxf oua tor news .

On t h o> 30th, Ame rlcan patrols arrived a t Fort'ry FInd on t he

same dRY Serge ant Hooker came out fr om Parls 1n a Jeep t o

flr.d Cap t aln Marchant.

We returned to Parls and t.h ence via NormAndy to England

b y alr.

Known casual ties 1n t he act i on e nd re tre at are acme 86

killed. The Germana shot all our p r i s oner s a nd wounded,

i ncluding one nurse, a nd bur ned the corpses, German killed

numbered Borne 45.

Cflptaln Telmon was killed by B sr.ell from 09 Tiger t Fl r:k

while eaaf e't Lng anot h er nurse to escape a Long t h e bed of t he

stream already mentioned.

We would like to acknowledge the h el p given us by All

members ot the French c ommunity who assisted us not only at

the rlsk of their own llves but Also tho~~ of t heir fRmiles.

If one name hAS to be mentioned 1t is t hat of M Ler-Ldan of

St Pathus vti c , for t our years A backbone ot French r-eaf e t.ence ,

WAS c ap t ur ed and sh ot by the Germana on 28 August.

Report by Sergeant I. Hooker or Team Aubrey c over ing the perl ad

he was separated trom other members o! hl steam

arrived at the BAfe house r n Fortry (Seine et Marne)

on 12 Augl.1st 1944. On t he 1:5th Cap t a i ns Marc hant a nd Telm on

lett for Par-Le , was i n wireless c ommun.tc a't i on wi th London

most days except when Ger-man Ilctivlty made it too dangerous
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to s end. I po sted a t least tw o se ntries everytl~e I trans-

ml t ted. Flecherrer, t he owner of the BAfe house , and 8. youn g

lad named Andre Gagn eux . The y were mos t u s eful t n t h i s work

and aleo f or turni ng t he g ener-s tor- ha nd Le , The Ger-ma ne pu t

a machi ne gu n nest ab out 200 ya rd s away on t he c r est of t he

hi l l whi ch t h e road cl imbs l eav ing Forfry . Fr om h e r e t hey

could Be e c Le s r-Ly the houe e where we were work i ng except f or

on e t ree whl ch blocked or r j us t enough r oom to work in .

CAf'1e do wn wi t t mu mp a tw o d ay s J;lft ~r I arr ived e nd WAS r,q t h~r

un h a ppy f or R f ew d ay e , This probAbly expla ins why did

not AnSWer on ac me s keds. I hs d no traf fic AnywAy, but London

s en t QTC and eventual ly whe n I did RnSWer Rsked fo r c or r ec t i on s

of A message Wh ic h I ha d s ent t wo dAYS earl i er . Al s o, I s e nt

8 me s sa g e as king f or Al l tr~f fi c on my a I t e r-nnt t ve dAy t r« -:

auenc y and s ent t he numb ers of t he s pare code books because

we ha d left the others in Paris . I h ad r e aao n t o b e l ieve

t he y hAd my main d ay fr eaue nc y tapped BS t h ere were t wo Germer.

trucks flOA t i ng around t he Ar ea to get c ont ae t , I ha d to

reply on my MDF fo r two s k.eds and I ha d s ent the me ea a ze

a ski ng for 8 ch ang e on t he energenc y Ii nk to ge t it mor e

QUick l y attended to . The 2 o LcLock b r-oadcas t was imp oss ibl e

to g e t 8S i n terferenc e WEIS 80 heavy and t he 6 0 1 clock , t hou gh

a ve r y Rwkwar d t Lme , WR.9 au i t e goo d at most times.

When CSDt f!i n MRrchRnt c ame be ck \ore spent two mor e da ys

a t Forfry an d t hen wen t out with Maj or Armand (Sp iritua li at)

to meet the Maoui e . The firs t dey t he Jo urney was i :nposs ib le

due t o e ne my t Ank s on the r-oad ,

On t he second d1'ly t he MAQuls ar r i ve d a t ab out 11 00 ho u r s

and a bp.tt l e ensued". I s pent moat of t he time showi ng the

Maqu i s how to l oad end f i r e Eren gu ns whi ch inc i d en t a l ly were
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Also Moved tb ea how to l oad And flr~ t n e

4 p l a t s end helped to ca r r y the wounded to safety. Tne Germe n

offlcers were helping our nur-s ee most efficiently. Ttle order

wa8 glven to dlsperee. Captain Telm?" helped on e of the nurses

end Bet of t do"" t he s t r ea m. I followed when t he others h~d

g one bec aus e I WaB directly under the orders of Cept!iln Marchant

and I wanted to Bee what h e WaC gol r.g t o d o. He told me t h1'lt

he WAS staying an d told IDe to t ee d f or t h e woods . See i ng no

f u t ure 1" r-e-aat n t ng , I v ent. work ed my way a Long t h i s et r-ea m,

and c aught up to Maj or Armand. I s t uck wt t t h i n: AS I Saw

Capteln Telm on a dvancing along the e t r-eara 8 0m ~ 3 0 y ar-d e ahead ,

He disappe ared r ou nd a b e nd Find a t t h e t n-e e nt a e hel l expl od ed

j u s t where h e ··1ae . I he e r-d t h e nurse BCTPam And t h ough t Tel:non

tad had it.

•...e t h -:. ug!;t we 'Were c ut of f e o I d l tched my co de s ar:d

we,l ted u nder a banx , Armand was wl t n me . I h e a r d B ta nk

just overhead and heard voices ar.d the wlrele:es Morse f r om

inside. 80 we stayed pu t for about t hree hour-a , We reached

Tho mas 18 farm where we met t h e nurse who was wi tb Telm':ln;

her nerves were shattered an d she was ne l'lrly hys t e r-t.c a L, She

told me that the capta1n 1n clvll1an clothes (1011<0n) h od

been killed Just b-es i d e h er and another fellow wlth h er

de s cr1bed h ow TellLon collapsed When th e shell e xp lod ed . We

l eft th em and Maj or Armand, B OC!le fou r ot he r s and I he aded

tor t he woods. We mad e our 'W 9Y along t his stream for sppr- ox f-,

mately another two kilomet ers. We WeTe orettr exhaust ed BS

t h e mud WBS Abo ut 2 feet deep And we were Ad va nc i ng on our

st omachs. We re a ched t ne woods and Major Armand ga ve ou t various

orders. Two of us then set off for a safe hou s e . On the way
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we met a young girl, Jacqueline de Baets, who Rsked us to her

home. We errlved at thls plece (Mongloire per Pulsleux) and

bought some clothes, our uniforms being burled. We stayed

there for one day. The next morning we heard a Machine gun

battle. We went out to investigate and found the Amerioan

column advencing along the road to DolBocns by devious

routes. We got a 11ft to Meaux where an American eIe officer

took us on to Parls where we went to HQ at "Les Inval1dsa'l

Where I got a change of clothes ~d Major Armand WRS sent

beck to London.

Flnanclal Statement

Recelved -------------------- 100,000 Frs
Recovered - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 33.000 Frs

Total 133,000 Frs

Expense
Clothlng -----------------­
Expenses 1n Parls ---------
Lost In Bettle -----------­
Given to Escapee .... --------­
Re~erd to flnder

ot money -----------~---­
To owner of BAte hOuBe---- - ­
Incidental expense

B,OOO Frs
6,000 Frs

76,000 Prs
15,000 Frs

B, 000 Frs
15,000 Fr.
5,000 Frs

Total

Sergeant Hooker

Received

E~~~~ein rucksack _
Purchsse clothlng -- ------­
Llvlng expenses --------- - -

Total

133,000 Frs

60,000 Frs

35,000 Frs
B,OOa Frs
7,000 Frs

60,000 Frs




