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u i 2. It waz decided by the Investigation Board that the air- ”
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3e It is not definitely known whether there was & failure
in the fusl systea or wether the fuel system was improperly
operated.
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CASUAMLTY REPORT U.5. AIR FORCES

Date : 31 March 1945 Time : p4s0 h
Aircrarlft : B-24H 42 - 50331 8th AF.
Codes

Group/Squadron : 492 BG -H- 856 BS

Hase :  MHarrington

Details of loss : The mission was to drop six Norwegian 0.5.S.

soldiers over Norway, but due to weather and malfunction of the fuel
system (No. 4 engine went and remained out) the plane aborted and
returned. When also No. 3 cut out the Pilot gave the bail-out order.
Only the Co-Pilot got out before the B-24 crashed at Walliwall, 3/4
Target * miles SW of Kirkwall on the Orkney Is.

- = = R ——————————e—— e e e e

Killed : buried in Cambridge; initial plot numbers between brackets.

P : POLANSKY Henry L., 2/Lt. 0-721858
(Y-10-18) U.S5.A., Fort Leavenworth
National Cemetery, KANS.
N : ALLESSIO Charles J., 2/Lt. 02072605
{Y-lu_zﬂ} u-s-ﬂ- ] HAEE-
B : SMICKLE Frederick W., Jr., 2/Lt. 0-785613
(Y=-10-19) U.S5.A., PA,
RO : LEWIS William E. Jr., S/Spt. 39120406
(¥Y-10-22) U.S.A., Golden Gate National
Cemetery, San Bruno, CAL.
E : STEVENS William K., Sgt. 31268922
(Y=-10-17) U.S.A., N H.
WG : KUSSMAN Edward W., Sgt. 37261765 NEBR
(z-10-1) Cambridge B—6-53
TG : GRAF Eugene J. Jr., Sgt. 33750770
(Y=10-21) U.S.A., IND.

The six Norwegians were also killed in the crash. They were also
buried in Cambridge. After the war their remains were repatriated
to Norway for permanent interment; the names and locations of these

cemeteries could not be traced.

BERGE Trygve, T/Sgt. 39031393 (zZ-10-7)
SONDENO Eddie 0., T/5 39614907 (2Z-10-8)
MELAND Leif E., T/5 32869494 (Z-10-9)
OTTERSLAND GCerald, T/5 32624142 (Z-10-10)
RARVICK Johannes S., T/5 37311880 (zZ-10-11)
KJELNESS Edward E., S/Sgt. 39230883 (Z-10-12)

Note: in Norwegian War Grave Files surname of Ottersland i1s recorded as

Sources: MACR. Gjerulrl.
Orkney Library. Aircraflt accident report etc. from David W. Earl,

S L R e i i e

Details collected by: J.A. H e y - A.v.d.Leeuwstraal 1?2 - 7552 HS Hengelc, Holland.

CP : PULRANG Peter C., l/Lt. 0-824211 bailed out and safe.
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™ : dreraft Investigating Cfficer, 492nd Sompardment Sroup, AF 179

56331 on the morning of the

1 was Co-Pilot on Alrernit

31st of varch 1945s
L, Polansky's crew with me as Jo=Tilot was returain: froa a missior
to formay. e wers flying at approximately 2UG feet, under instrument

cond:tions,

The first indication of trouble was the loss of power on #3 and #i
encines, dus to carvorator ieing which was overcome with Lntercoolers and
booster pumps. Avout & half on nour later, #4 angine weat out and we were
never able to yet it as a source of power arain. 1 pressure puage read
three pounds. s

The fusl fluctuated from zorc to approximately three hundred, 50 we
attempted to trmnsfer fuel from #2 mein tank, Ailthoush the settings were
correct, thare was no indication that fusl was setus trensferrinz. Ne
immedintely salvoed the loads

Belleving we were near our destination, I went onto &4l KCS and
called the buse, There was no snswer.

Three or four minutes after 4 cut out, #3 went, and Pilot gave
"bail-out® alarm on interphone, repeating it toree times, and turning to me,
said, "et-cut.” 1 immediately lelt my seat and hesded for the bozhay. The
Radio Operator was at his position and had niot heard the warning, so I grasbed
his arms, yelled "Bail-out” and went on. The Sngineer was on the catwalk and
I did rot see whather he had his chute on or not, howsver, under the circum-
stances, I imagine thet he did. I sat down ia the catwalk and left the airerpft,

Before any loss of power at all, we had been on A-5. With the firsi
indication of troubls, the Pilot took over himself. .je had icing on the ship
2t the time that #L went out. The de-icer boots wers on, but we turned them off
noping that the ice would not be as bad as the expanding and contraction of the
boots. This would have been the case hai not #3 gone leter,

1 an sure in my mind that the parsonnel in the waist (not gunners}, did
ot have their chutes on; probably the guaners were trying to help them, ifter
the beil-out calls on the interphons, I heard nofilng on the radio, so do not
Jmow what wn:?‘ﬂ in the nose, N
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§ r = PETZR C. PULRANG,
ov authorrTy o1 A ReSZ L T iee ir Cors
Co~Pilot.
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