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From :
Cbaggermuseum@aol.com

To:
thomasensminger@hotmail.com, rberkof@tulane.edu

CC:
alblue@cvn.net, AFV2SFSO@aol.com, S.P.Adams@btinternet.com

Subject :
Re: Location of AAF Station 446

Date :
Wed, 13 Feb 2002 03:36:42 EST

Reply Reply All Forward Delete Put in
Folder...InboxSent MessagesDraftsTrash Can Printer Friendly
Version

In a message dated 13/02/02 00:23:04 GMT Standard Time,
thomasensminger@hotmail.com writes:

Subj:Re: Location of AAF Station 446

Date:13/02/02 00:23:04 GMT Standard Time

From: thomasensminger@hotmail.com (Thomas Ensminger)

To: rberkof@tulane.edu

CC: alblue@cvn.net, AFV2SFSO@aol.com, Cbaggermuseum@aol.com,
S.P.Adams@btinternet.com

Ross,

Don't have my reference material, all packed up and ready to move
here, but the URL below should help you some.

file:///D|/Primary%20Sources/Casualties/By%20Incident/4409-KIA-Berkoff/AAFStation446-CrashSite.txt[2/28/2011 6:34:04 AM]



http://www.usaaf.com/9thaf/Troop/436TC.htm

If you have any of his papers would you consider sending
me originals or copies to scan for the archives?

All The Best,
TE, ret.

>From: Ross Berkoff <rberkof@tulane.edu>

>To: thomasensminger@hotmail.com

>Subject: Location of AAF Station 446

>Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 16:13:33 -0600

>

>Sir,

>

>| am conducting research on southern England's Army Air Corps
stations

>during WWII. Do you know anything about AAF 446, APO 133? Where
was this

>station located in respect to Harrington? My uncle was killed
near AAF

>446 when his Liberator crashed. Any info would be greatly
appreciated.

>Thanks!

>

>Sincerely,

>Ross A. Berkoff

Hi all

Station 446 was at Taunton, Somerset and the principal unit assigned
there was Det O, Supply Div, Base Air Depot #1.Taunton is about 150
miles SW of Harrington.

Hope this is of some use
regards
Roy
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From : Tombrittan@aol.com

To: thomasensminger@hotmail.com

CC : Serge.BLANDIN@Wanadoo.FR

Subject : Re: "The Brat"

Date: Tue, 2 Apr 2002 16:39:14 EST
Tom,

Thanks a lot. There was something wrong with the link but | found
the page.

"The Brat" was B-24J-65 CF 44-10597, the plane that Lt Berkoff and
his crew flew to the UK - see my e-mail dated 16 Feb this year
copied to you for details.

Hope you have settled into your new home and that all iswell,

Tom B.

© 2002 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. TERMS OF USE
Advertise TRUSTe Approved Privacy Statement  GetNetWise
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CONFIDER™

DESCRIPTICN OF ACCIDERT
{Brief narrotive of modent, Iocude statemont of reqonsibdity and recommondationu for aetlodt Lo Jrevent ropetitlon)

Lt. Berkoff wes on en operstioncl nmiscion to the Continent on the night of
8/9 September 1944 when, ut sbout 2530, the ouaber one engime went out and the
cunber two (2) engine begun runaing rough and fire wae noticed sround the super-cighrgers

The crew bailed cut ond the Pilot was unsdle to control the eirplenc nhich crashed
axi ase totally destroyed.

The ceusa of the engine fellures 1z undetermined,
Thie acoident was one hundred (100) porcent Mateidel failure,




Dl TE:

I was Co=-Plliot of Airereft No. 42-52767 on nizht of 8 Septhmber 1344
when we took-off for an operational missidn.

After proceding to the southern coast of England, the No. 1 engine
went out and soon after, No. 2 engine started running wvery rough.

Both the Pilot and mpeelf put forth every effort to keep the aireraft
on an even xeel but found it impossible to do so, therefore since we were
rapidly loosing altitude the Pilot sounded the alarm and gave ths order to bail-
cut at aprroximately 3500 feet.

All crew members, encluding myself, beiled-out in time so that only two
members sustained slight injuries whereas the nilet was instently xilled as

he evidently kept tryiny to get the ship under control until all members

were out.

4. 2 Al

-"'.]' GHH H. WEBB,
end Lt., Alr Corps.
CO-~Pilot,850th Bomb Sqdn.
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494HL BOMBARLEENT bHOUH Ln) B-a-1

14 September 1944.
SUBJECT: accicdent Reporta.
TO: Communding Qrtf'icer, gyoth Troop Larrier uroup, af0 1ii.
1. Transmitteg hereith are two coples of asF Form l4 anc

seven coples Co-pillot's statement a5 reguesteéa in teletype your
headyuarters.

LIMN e diiﬂhh’ﬁb, JR!’.
Major, air Corps,
Operations Qfricer.

< Incls:

Inel - 1 - 2 Cys. Axl Form l4.
Incl - 2 - 7 Cys. Co-Pliots Ltutement.

T certify that the nbove is a true copy.

_ Lt
,&.._ it

JAMES ¥, BAKER,
Capt. Alr Corps.

*T“;fﬂaﬁﬁfrilﬁﬂlﬁihﬂﬂﬁﬂ LS
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HEADGUARYERS
ARMY AIR FORCE STATION 179 E-h-4
' aPQ 557 :

PANEIRENTYS
el aein B s

25 November 1944

‘BUBJECT: Statement,
PO i Wnom it may concern.

1, Reéorus, this heaaquarters, show that latter of
transmittal; subjedt, "Accldaent Reports», with two (<) inclosures
as  shown Hﬁiﬁt,*paaséd'thruugn message center anag was lorwarded
%o tne:Commanding Officer, 436th Troop Carrier Group, AAF 133,
on 15th of September 1944.

a. 2 Iacls: ,
Inél - 1 - 2 Cys. AAF Form 1i.
Inel - 2 ~ F Uys. Co-pilots btatement.

For the Commanuing ﬂi’l’lcer.:£ ;- "._“,'7:‘3’ xfé
ARNOLD FLETCHER,
Major, air Eorps,

:"I‘ '.'1; F i ~ IR
- - I -
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Slase—feme J
0 L = -
 vor -52 ‘
LAST B, L R—Beget ) ]mun-l- Tetal Firkg Tos
New 390:30

o
% LAST OVERNAIL~Bopet Ilﬁi'l& Bapets aud Beers AL Eiuh Proviens Ovardest

1. This airplane, with R-1B30-43 engines, Ser. Nos. No. 1,
BP425649; No. 2, OP304908; No. 3, CP304895; No. 4, CP305039,
orashed abouti an hour after taking off on an operationel misaion,]
Bubject airplene had a full load of gus plus operational cargo.
It ig estimuted the gross weight was 63,000 lbs.

2, Fellure of No. 1 and No. 2 engines was cause of crash.
No.l engine, with 58:25 hours tly1n§ time, was feathered due to
drop in oll pressure, At the same time the supercharger om No,
2 engine, whioh had 390:30 hours flying time, was on fire. The
ocause of these failures is unknown by this orgunizadion.

g. 8Bubject aircraft was ealvaged per Teletype 3 SAD~S~806~
R-#738-694, 9 sept 44.

/8/ JOHN S. MARSHALL,

/t/ JOHN 8. MARSHALL,
Qapt., Air Corps,
Eng. Officer, {actg.)

oz, Air Cozpe.

CONEWE . |

ROUTING . 2ot concuas, FATrERSon HELD: TARELD, W,

f—- — X -t - -2 —4
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Had V GUK knd NROl/14 R (73)
I swbE

FROM COMMANULING OFrICBR, 436TH LROOP CARRLER GROGUP AP0 133, Ubanky

1408008
YO CORMANLING ouluw, UBAAF SYALION 179, Us AHRMY
CONFIDENTIAL BT

4361CG S146E 14 SEPIL 1944
ReQUESY W0 UOPIbS OF Al FORE roﬂhxmhu, ALRCRAFT ACCLDENY
REPORY, COVBRING CHASH OF B-24, J-525707, ON 8 SEPT, 2LUS a
NED STALBMENT BY CO-PILOT LN SEVEN GOPlna, BE FORWARUED
THib Hy LMYBUIATELY, LN URDER 10 GLVE ACCLUENT
BOARD PERTENANT LNFOHMATION REQUIRKL

END

wILLLAMS

B® 1408008
AS CMM R PLS BK
HAJuwonss. 2140919  WHU 4K

I certify that the above is & true copy.

P

?;;?/;; 271\1£;A«é»1,
?MAN Ko SANDERS,

ajor, Air Corps,
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E56TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
OFFICE CF THE ENGINEERING OFFICER
AAF Station 179

3 December 19.4

SUBJECT: Be24H A/C, Serial No. 4252767,

TO: Group Commander, 492nd Bombardment Group (H), AAF Station 179.
JuUulLlS8y Attention: Group Operations Officer,

1o This A/C crashed on the night of 8 Sapt 4L at about 2330 hours
after taking off on an operational mission, Subject A/C had been away
from base about one hour at time of crash,

2. Subject A/C waw fully loaded at time of crash and as far as it
is known by this office no effort was made to get carge overboard,

3. According to the crew members who bailes osut of subject A/C,
failure of Ne, 1 and No, 2 engines was the cause of the ecrash. Details
and history of these failures is unknown by this of fice,

ke All forms on subjsct A/C were forwarded to the Group S-4 Office,

Air Corps,
Eng. Officer (Actg.).
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360433 lst Wrapper Ind. By
fig, Blghth Alr Force, AFO 63k, o/o Postmaster, New York, N.Ye 17 Dresors

™: Chief, Flying Safety, AAF, Winston-Salem 1, N.C.

le Transmitted herewith WDAAF Forms No, 14 and allied papers on
the following alroraft acoidents:~

%, 2nd Lt. lawrence (NMI) Berkoff, B-24H mmber 4252767,
be Lte Colonel Theodore R, Milton, B~17¢ mumber 43-38588.
0s lst Lt, Stanley J. Dobrogowski, B~17¢ number 4k~338095,
d, Captain Stanley A. Clark, B-l7G mmber 42«97561,

e, Sgte Harmon A. Smith,Jr,, BT, B~17C¢ mmber Lii=8157.

feo lat Lts Vo Ao Hansard, B-17C mmber 42-10721k,

ge 18t Lt, Owen W, Winter,Jr., B~17¢ mmbear 42+97985.

he 18t Lte Neil (MMI) Pratt, B~17G number 44~8177.

1. lst Lt., Robert K. Harbeok, P«51D«10NA mmber kl~14204,

2. Ooncur,
For the

A

9 Incle: At Adjl.’tﬂm win i@l
As above,

“ 1 =

CONFIDENTIN.



From: "Thomas Ensminger" <thomasensminger@hotmail.com>
To: <defactohistorian@attbi.com>

Subject: Fwd: Berkoff Crew, 856th

Date: Friday, March 08, 2002 08:56 PM

>From: Ross Berkoff <rberkof @tulane.edu>

>To: thomasensminger@hotmail.com

>Subject: Berkoff Crew, 856th

>Date: Fri, 08 Mar 2002 18:16:22 -0600

>

>Sir,

>

>| would like to thank you for assisting my brother and | in our research
>regarding the death of our uncle, 1L T Larry Berkoff, while serving with
>the Carpetbaggers. Since mid-February when we last corresponded, much
>has been accomplished. We figured out who the other members of the crew
>were in the photo. Check www.ramsburyatwar.com -(click: aviation
>archeology, B-24 crashes) We discovered that the official war dept.
>reports were incorrect in identifying the crash site location. His B-24
>actually crashed outside Lambourne, England - much closer to Harrington
>than we thought. We even contacted some civilians that witnessed the
>actual crash and have their first-hand accounts. We are now in the
>process of trying to get the posthumous Silver Star or DFC to LT.
>Berkoff for his bravery and self-less service.

> I have one request of you. Can you please post the Berkoff Crew
>photograph on your webpage under Crew Pictures/856th Squadron? | can
>email you the photograph once again if you need it, with all identified
>crew members, and information concerning the location, time, and
>aircraft pictured in the background. My family really appreciates your
>help. Hope to hear from you.

>

>Sincerely,

>Ross Berkoff

MSN Photos is the easiest way to share and print your photos:
http://photos.msn.com/support/worldwide.aspx

file:///D}/Primary%20Sources/Casual ties/ By%20I ncident/4409-K 1 A-Berkoff/I nfolBerkoff%20Crew,%20856th.txt[ 2/28/2011 6:34:09 AM]



From: "Thomas Ensminger" <thomasensminger@hotmail.com>
To: <defactohistorian@attbi.com>

Subject: Fwd: Lawrence Berkoff

Date: Friday, March 08, 2002 08:58 PM

>From: Cbhaggermuseum@aol.com

>To: rberkof @tulane.edu, Todd_Berkoff @reid.senate.gov

>CC: Serge.blandin@wanadoo.fr, alblue@cvn.net (Blue,Al), Tombrittan@aol.com,
> thomasensminger @hotmail.com

>Subject: Lawrence Berkoff

>Date: Sat, 23 Feb 2002 12:01:05 EST

>

>Dear Todd & Ross

>

>Having just done a bit of surfing as they say | came across the following
>website:

>

>www.ramsburyatwar.com/crashes/b24lambourn.html

>

>this page provides info on the crash of B24 42-52767 at Folly Road,
>Lambourn.

>|f you have not already come acrossit or contacted Roger Day may | suggest
>that you do so. Best of luck with your research

>

>regards

>

>Roy Tebbutt

>Carpetbagger Aviation Museum, Harrington

MSN Photos is the easiest way to share and print your photos:
http://photos.msn.com/support/worl dwide.aspx

file:///D}/Primary%20Sources/Casual ties/ By%20I ncident/4409-K | A-Berkoff/I nfo2Berkoff%20Crew,%20856th.txt[ 2/28/2011 6:34:09 AM]



From: "Thomas Ensminger" <thomasensminger@hotmail.com>
To: <defactohistorian@attbi.com>

Subject: Fwd: Berkoff crash witness

Date: Friday, March 08, 2002 08:58 PM

>From: Cbhaggermuseum@aol.com

>To: Todd Berkoff @reid.senate.gov, rberkof @tulane.edu
>CC: Tombrittan@aol.com, thomasensminger@hotmail.com
>Subject: Berkoff crash witness

>Date: Fri, 1 Mar 2002 12:47:45 EST

>

>Hi Todd & Ross

>

>Herewith details of the gentlemen who at the age of 7, with his mother,
>witnessed your Uncl€e's crash at Lambourn:

>

>Ron Gunner

>23 Rowlands Heights

>Francis Street

>Chester

>CH1 3BD

>

>Tel (UK) 01244 400894

>| believe that international tel no would be +44 1244 400894
>

>Ron is looking forward to hearing from you - he is unfortunately not on
>e-mail

>

>Maps of area attached

>

>regards

>

>Roy Tebbutt

Send and receive Hotmail on your mobile device: http://mobile.msn.com

file:///D}/Primary%20Sources/Casual ties/ By%20I ncident/4409-K | A-Berkoff/I nfo3Berkoff%20Crew,%20856th.txt[ 2/28/2011 6:34:09 AM]



g -

ALLEGANY COUNTY (Cont’d)

LA FORGE HAROLD P
LANDRICH WILLIAM V

LEVER CMARLES H

LEVINE CILBERT
LINODENUTH BURTON E
LIVERCQQD LEONARD
LORGOW ARTHUR B
MARSH FRANC[S K

HARTIN JOSEFH R
HATSON JOSEPH A
HATTHEWS HAYNE F
HATTISON LESLEY L
HENK WILLIAM

HILLER HALTER L

NICHOLS JAMES
NgHLE LESTER E

OLEARY CORNELIUS

ORCUTT CLIrronD 5
QURS WILLI

PROCIO PETE
RARICK GEORGE B
RENLER ROBERT W

ROQS CHARLES
ROSSRUCKER JOHN F
RUMSEY HALTER H JR
RYAMN DEAN A

RYAN VINCENT C

SAMUELS HENRY E JR
SCHUSTER JAMES W

SCOTT LEQO G
SHINEBARCER R H N
SHAL L RALFPH E

SHITH PHILIP D
STENCER EDCAR J
STICKLE WILLIAM
STODDARD ARTHUR
STONEHAN JUNTOR

STUDLEY LAW"&NCE B
SWEET BER RD
TELLER H!LLIAH [
TRAHONTANO [LOUIS
TRENSKE JOSEPH A

HALLACE ALVIN Q
Y

nac

WOOD HERBERT F

FNNOCQ
BB WA,
neo NG

O e L T P

I Vw2 NRONE WY
NEnCC

PrAT S NEWRD AANKE OTED
NONOE NOROO

NNWNN WRNNN N W
YENOE HOMUD ONHNA
POLVXE =NW222Y0 INATAE2 AVIAD OVVRU HU-ALO IET VH

T
NHOZE QROUE DHuMM ANNSD ANXNEC BHORO NABAOL LOQUR

OM U WO B UWERWE WEWGEE WS WO R NuWWO
CNTGe NNSTT REHOL BUEWEY

IR W

EEE -8

VR
WHEZLE OVQWY ADEHY YOO8 Ag0GW BONNN u-uwar HO3ow

W00
PeaA-HD VORNUT <SrauE WHRrOQR QAaFWwE 900K N0ASY NUIMEME TWRAWO KWOOWW

seNCx

(R T
HIXNAM Spepmd JuIVD

Ao VTOAS DEWRA IREWN BERWSH
WEE o CWRON NMOMA

VUMD Wawdo

BN
XoXO~
Pty
COR S W

KIA

RIS bRy Rbabisihy a2

gbaux XEXXXX RAXAX bXXXX X7
OUGES SERRE AbBAd DRBER MG

FRANCESCQ M
ABRAMS ALEXANDER

=
;]
Bl
-y
x
%
<
2
m>
b
ED
2
kY
»
z
-
A

ACKERMAN NOR RIS
ADAHEC CEORCE
ADARS ELDWARD h
ADLE‘R HAROLD
HLE TER R
AHRENS IRVING B

ALBA "‘RICHARD

ALFONSOQ JOSEPH R JR

ALIBRANOI ROSARIO
LUNEY

ALLEN CfRIS!OPHER v
ou

ALPERSTEIN ERNEST

ALSCHULER MILTON

AM R

o
ALTSCHULER JACK
ALVARALDO ANCCLO

ANDERSON PETER R
ANDERSON WALTER N

ANCELLI FREO
ANGELC Tﬂgf L

=
N
~
m
>
1<)
nm
~
EC
o
I3
%
o
CEMEL WRE AW WM WL WWLWE WU W O

I
APQLUG FRED W

APONTE JOSEFPH
ARNOLD FRLDPRICK P
ARONOV JEROME L

ARON JEROME M
ARTHUR  ROLERT B
AUSLANDER PINCUS H
STIN DOGNALD W
VORI JAMES G

S CHARLES
TABILE FIUNE J

ELROD ABRAHAM
EDWARD

BACCET LORENZO L
BJCHANT HBRHERT R

HAEL
BAHTIARIAN ARDASH

BAKC LADISLOV
BALABER SIBVEY
BALLINI ANTHONY
BALDHIN FOREST H
BALLASSIS ANGELO C

BALLY FRANK C
BANKER WILLTAM J
BAMBIS RICHARD W
BARANYAI VICTO
BARASH M}'HAN J

Lawrence Berkoff
Pilot - 856th BS, 492nd BG
KIA - 8 September 1944
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