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On 4 Jaauary 1945, Cupt ~in ROBm! ,1. BHO;·U.R, (Pilot) un.j cr lJ "tI on Tempoary 

uuty at Ch<Jddi..ngton for 1::.aflet dropping operations, took of!' on th..::ir IIpaper 

r out e 11 mission. Upon gaining altitu.l0, th~ aircraft procelJded t.;ut oVl3r the 

Chc..Jln~l anu on to their tllrg~t which ... as in tho Arahao 8ali • .mt.. ,IhUe at 

22,(00 taet just prior to ro ... ching thu target ar~a, rl4 ttngind suJ.dently conkod 

out. C;;q>taln BaOH.l'Jl rnaja not:ossll!'Y adJustmenta anJ ddcided to complete the 

drop. The plalld was grJ...1ua]]y losin~ altitude and was down to lS,OClO teet" 

when tho leaflots were dropped. Captain BRONl".H thoo. biJaJeJ. for Bruesel.e: in 

or",er to reach the Safdty or friendly territory and airdromes as soon B8 

possible. i\,s th<l plarw IItroggled along tuward tho 8e18iun capito.l., G British 

anti-aircraft battery at Nawr openoo up at tho uniJentitied aircraft. On the 

1st salvo, the crack shooting British bit the right. wirl& of the aircraft and 

scordd a JiJ"dct hit on 1f3 angina. \1hila th<l pUot ami copilot strogglod to 

keep tho aircraft und.e r control with n"mbere J It 4 engines out anJ. flak 

bunting a11 about thea, ~aptei.n BRONl'.R orderod that t.he colors or the dq 

be shown. However, a m:I]fWlCtion of the flaro gun prevent()d the colore or the 

(jay being tired. ~al1while, thd aircraft waa hit with 2 more Sllvoes, this 

ti Dd causing damage to til engine. 

The aircraft was now loai.ng altituuol feat.. Ilith 2 engines out an:! ono 

d.wna.ged, the flak eti 1) COOCtsntrated anJ accurato, anl-i no hope to identity tho 

aircraft as friendly, Cuptain BRONriR gave tha order for thll rocni ndiJr ot the 

crew to bail out. Evoryone went out but t he pilot and. copilot. While still 

proceeding along in their cropplud. aircraft, radio contact with the ground 

dofc)osos was attempted but with no success. At 8000 fctst, Capt ."\in BriDHAR 

ordered tha copilot out. A[tc:r Lieut oo.l.::N had left the s hip, Captain Bronar 

tried to bring the taltering jl ~ngin~ buck into service, and to mak~ radio 

contact. With Cap;.ain BdONAl.t's att.ent~ion thus diverted, the fl.1i.ng speed ot 



the aircraft gradually bec,,::\.e e!,owe r and ~ low,! :, J UJlt.l th on suddo::ntly btlgan to 

stall out. Howover, t h.J Cuptajn quickly roC' overc:d and put "'"hI.: platld into a 

g lit1o . Having dAcided t"'~t. tb" S .... fd re tUl'n of th<J ai!'craft '/J ,-. ':. now impos s ible . 

Cilpt .in BitON.lR ju.r.lpcd out .I t 1. ,000 f de t anJ saw hi~ plc.'l~ t::: .:. s ~. "'n j burn below 

hin u; he driftod dO\'::1Wo rU . 

Capt3.i.n BRON:.R landeu 1n a sma'l clearing whhout inci>!p.r.:', ".~ter hiding 

his chut.a a..'ld. gathering hiJr.sdlf t ogethoJr I he heaN voicos ne2;rl'y. lioJ oould 

not distinguish the !';ou:'Ki (I!' ~.r.t! ·.-"lc'J~ an::!. pot kncW".i.n.g t nr 6U!"'3 his location, 

walked away in the oppo~j.te d.iret.t .. o!'l. '~hortly aftor this, BRC~,'!l. ! ound a 
• 

SIWa.U road which appeared r.ot to be usod regu.!.ar j ~.1 and. he followe d it until 

he C¥'h' to a house. He decided to app:".:)ach it fo!" help. ri.s bo came up to the 

uoor of tho house, an tllr.l.crly lady in~ide t.he house e nw him as she opened the 

door to COM out. MistakL"lg hi.rJ. f or a Ge rman in the "';R!'kness, t he la·:1y slanmal.. 

the uoor 1n his face. Capt a'.n E.lON:"R called COJ':. to h(' r ir. :.i rok ~.J ?'rench and 

eoon convinced he::- -::,r.~· .. !"Ie ... ~E an HtJer i.-en. ne .~s c :.uticus ly let in and 

definitely iJenti!ied ~~~ f~!',' .:t.e pMple 1'/?c lll fully trust him. Arter the 

Captain explained a~ be3~ h~ could wbat happened an~ gained thai r trienr.iship, 

they asked. him it h-J Yo., :" L"lju!"eu .ll'I.:.I then fed anI! put him to bed for the night .. 

Tho next ..J.ay . Bronar foeM ~u ..... the Yfhl:lrebouts of i.r.lerican tro:>ps and began 

making his way in that uirection. :09 he was behind t.hu friendly linee, that 

is. in an a:ea which had t~e 'l overrun by aJ.vancing spearhee.ds. he 600n was 

approached bj a convoy. Th~ convoy c ommanjc r t ook htu to an aid station anJ 

from tharo was ta.k€n t o thd J9th Field hospital at Ch3l"leroi, Edgium. l.t 

Charlcl'oi , C.!pt.:rin Brona.:" csta"'lishcJ contJ.C'\.. ..... . ;_th thu p<J:':'sonal pilot for 

Gener~l H.,Jges who f 1e\',- E·.'onar to .:ngltl.,a en 8 ,-'an::.;1l'Y. 

Tha r O::l:!imt{; r of t. r .... :1ronar ere.,. :1ad !:I~iled out noJ:l.r lbTll!.lt' and had 

retumiJd t o w&l and thrc;ut~h the tH.h t....'fo. a"acutiol'! eonte~' at N'llIlU!". Thase 

crow rn~rnburs were: 



Lieut GhRTH BOWili, (CP)l Lieut HNdY T. iJLIDN, (Navigator) ; Liout ' IU.!.T;,M 

H. KIBBIE, (Bombardie r); T/Sgt PRESUY IV. SMITH, (wgine. r); S/Sgt THOM."S 

BRASW,;lJ" J r., (Radio Operator ) ; Sgt ROBERT C. NELSON, (w/Gunner) and Sgt 

ROBERT C. ' /TI.!.T;.l.!S , (T/GunJler). 

* .. .. 







file:///D|/XGnuSite/Air%20Crew/Bronar/4501-Bronar-406th%20NLS/Bronar%20-%20ExtraCrewMember.htm[3/17/2011 8:40:36 AM]

Tom,
 
An afterthought: according to Pat Carty (p 51 of Secret Squadrons of the Eighth), a ninth crew member, Sgt. Eaton, a gunner, also
baled out but made his own way back via airfield A-89 (Le Culot, Belgium).
 
Tom.  
 
Dans un e-mail daté du 20/07/2005 16:35:37 Romance Standard Time, webmaster@carpetbaggerops.org a écrit :

Tom,
 
Need your help on this one, article does not list plane number, and as you know,
Cheddington flights not in Harrington log...
 
Many Thanks,
TE, ret.
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