THE _BAONAR _INCIDENT

On 4 January 1945, Captain ROBERT 7. BRONAR, (Pilot) anl crew on Tempoary
puty at Cneddington for le aflet dropping operations, took off cn their "paper
route! mission. Upen gaining altitude, the aircraft proceoded cut over the
Channel and on to their targ:t which was in the Araham saliont., J4hile at
22,000 feet just prior to re.ching the target area, #4 engine suddently conked
out., Captain BRONAR made nocessary adjustments and decided to complete the
drop. The plane was gradually losing altitude and was down to 18,000 fest
when the leaflets were dropped. Captain BRONAR then hosaded for Brussels in
oruer to reach the safety of friendly territory and airdromes as soon as
possible., is the plane struggled along toward the Belgiun capital, a British
anti-aircraft battery at Namur opened up at the unidentified aircraft. On the
lst salvo, the crack shooting British hit the right wing of the aircraft and
scored a dirsect hit on ¥3 engine. Vhile the pilot and copilot struggled to
keep the airecraft under control with numbers 3 & 4 engines out and flak
bursting all about them, Uaptain BRONAR ordered that the colors of the day
be shown. However, a malfunction of the flare gun prevented the colors of the
day being fired, Meanwhile, the aircraft was hit with 2 more salvoes, this
time causing damage to #1 engine.

The aircraft was now losing altituda fast, with 2 engines out and one
damaged, the flak still concentrated and accurate, and no hope to identify the
aircraft as friendly, Captain BRON4R gave the order for the remaindar of the
crew to bail out. Everyone went out but the pilot and copilot. While still
proceeding along in their croppled aireraft, radio contact with the ground
defenses was attempted but with no success. At B0OOO feet, Captain BrONAR
ordered the copilot out. After Lieut BOW.:N had left the ship, Captain Bronar
tried to bring the faltering #1 engine back into service, and to make radio

contact. With Capt ain BRONai's attention thus diverted, the flying speed of



the aircraft gradually becaime elower and <lower, aml then suddently began to
stall out. However, the Captain quickly r¢ecovered and put the plane into a
glide. Having dacided that the sufe return of the aircraft wic now impossible,;
Capt .in BAON.R jumped out at L,000 feet and saw his plen: crus!i 2nd burn below
hin as he drifted downward.

Captain BRON/R landed in a smal’l clearing without incider:. /(fter hiding
his chute and gathering himself together, he heard voices nearby. rio could
not distinguish the sound of %“nLe vdoicas and pot knowing for surc his location,
walked away in the opposite direstion. “hortly after this, BRCNAR found a
small road whicn appeared rot to be used regularily and he followed it until
he camw to a house., He decided to approach it for help. as iie came up to the
door of the house, an e¢lderly lady inside the house saw him as she opened the
door to come out, Mistaking him for a German in the Jarkness, the lady slammec
the door in his face. Captan EJdON.R called cu® to her in srokea French and
soon convinced her That he wae an aneri~an, Hhe wuas czuticusly let in and
definitely identified berlfore the peonple would fully trust him, . ifter the
Captain explained as besl ha could what happened and geained their friendship,
they asked him if h: w:s injured and then fed and put him to bed ror the night.
The next uay, Bronar found cu® the whzarebouts of American troops and began
making his way in that direction. .18 he was behind the friendly lines, that
is, in an area which had tesn overrun by advancing spearheeds, he soon was
approached by a convoy. The convoy commander took him to an aiad station and
from thera was taken to the 39th Field hospitzl at Charieroi, Belgium, I/t
Charlerci, Captain Bronar established contact with tho pursonal pilot for
Genercl Hodges who flew Fronar to inglnid on 8 Jdanuary.

The renninder of Lrhc Bronar crew had bailed out near Namur and had
landed very close togethoer. Afiter goowping up, they went to Namur and were
returned to rFngland thrcuysh the Bth AF evacution cenver at Namur, These

crew membuers wera:



Lieut GARTH BOWEN, (CP); ILieut HENRY T. DIXON, (Navigator); Licut WILLI:M
H. KISBIE, (Bombardier); T/Sgt PRESLEY W, SMITH, (Gngineer); S/Sgt THOM.S

BRASWALL, Jr., (Radio Operator); Sgt HOBERT C. NELSON, (W/Gunner) and Sgt

ROBERT C. WILLI:MS, (T/Gunner).
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Tom,

An afterthought: according to Pat Carty (p 51 of Secret Squadrons of the Eighth), a ninth crew member, Sgt. Eaton, a gunner, also
baled out but made his own way back via airfield A-89 (Le Culot, Belgium).

Tom.
Dans un e-mail daté du 20/07/2005 16:35:37 Romance Standard Time, webmaster@carpetbaggerops.org a écrit :

Tom,

Need your help on this one, article does not list plane number, and as you know,

Cheddington flights not in Harrington log...

Many Thanks,
TE, ret.
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