"DAD - TELL US ABOUT YOUR TIME
IN THE AIR CORPS"

This is Walter W. Swartz’'s account
of his military career. As a member
of Lt. Ernest B. Fitzpatrick's crew
he was shot down over Belgium and
taken under Lt. Rene Londoz’'s care
for escape and evasion. Here is his
story.
(continued from September)

It was here on the second day that
we watched a strange story take
place. After meeting Mammv and Pappy
(the leader, by the way, was Mammy,
and sne was in charge of the Secret
Army). three men entered the court-
vard; two sat on & bench outside the
house, while the third came in and
all of a sudden, French was again
spoken with lots of emotion, plus
the usual arm waving! A coln was
flipped. Thev looked at one another
and a small pistol was handed to one
of the men. They all kissed in the
usual manner, that we were now be-
coming accustomed to. Then, this man
plus the two sitring on the bench
left together. We were later inform-
ed that one of the twe men sitting
on the bench was to be executed for
betraving the Secret Army and pass-
ing on information to the Germans.
The method used , was for all three
men to ride on a tram, while travel-
ing in a noisv city. the pistol was
then to be placed to the victim's
head and the noise of the shot would
be covered by the noise of the tram.
The two men would then leave the
tram where a car would be waiting
for them. This story was confirmed
while we were there in September of
1987.

Four days later, we left the
Secret Army Headquarters. A week
later we learned the Germans raided
the Headquarters. The only one they
found was Mammy, the woman who was
the leader of the undergreound for
that area. The Germans beat her bru-
tally but were never able to get her
to tell them anything. During our
visit in 1987, we learned there were
several Jews hiding in an adjoining
courtyvard in House #5 and when thev
heard the Germans were coming. es-
caped out the back window, while the
Germans searched House #3 first.
They next went to House #53, finding
nothing thev left and the Jews were
then ablie to return by way of the
front door.

It was in Liege that we were to
split up again with Joe Lisicki and
Bill Schack going together, and
Fritz and I going together. I did
not learn of their capture until we
returned to the States in November

of '44. Here again. the fickle
finger of fate was at work, for
rhere were two women and one man tc

CARPETBAGGERS

Lt. Fitzpatrick's |
Original Crew Members |
8§57th BS |

(see names below)

photo-Walter Swartz

be acting as guides, none of us
wenting to go with the women. 5S¢ we
drew straws, Ernie and I lesing, or
50 we thought at the time. Sc we
leftr following a mother and daughter
team.

There were many stops with various
places to hide and several changes
of guides. We spent a few days at a
castle (relative of the King of Bel-
gium) but had to keep moving usually
because of the Germans looking feor
us. We did learn that after we left,
the Germans did come looking for us
and shot up the walls with machine
gun fire. The youngest son of these
fine people was later killed by the
Germans.

Our next stop was much longer but
in no time we again had to leave be-
cause we were told the Germans were
looking for us in the area. We took
the longest and most painful walk I
have ever had. When we finally stop-
ped, I had sc many blisters on my
feet I stopped counting as the lady
at the farm house opened them up
with a needle and then had me soak
them in hot water. I was given clean
socks and a different pair of shoes.
We stayed at this farm house that
night but before geing to bed we
were each given pistols and told
that if anyone came through the door
to shoot. We were awakened The next
morning, (cautiously I might add and
with great care) so the farmer told
us, for fear of getting short.

As you know, the invasion came on
June 6, 1944 and prevented us from
moving any further south than the
Liege area. It had always been our
hope te try for the Pyrenees and
into Spain.

Before the American First Army
arrived in the city, we heard a com-
motion going on outside the house we
were hiding in. Looking out the win-
dow, we observed several Germans,
some on a vehicle and others walking
to the door of the next house and
then banging on the door. It was
obvious they were in a hurry. We had
learned that a doctor lived in this
house and when he saw them drive up

he ran down the cellar steps and
escaped out through one of the other
homes. All of the basements were
connected just in case & bomd should
strike one of the homes. These were
are Row Houses. Cne of the Germans
had been wounded and needed atten-
tion. The doctor’'s wife told them
that he had gone out and that she
did not know where he was. They did
not believe her and began to torture
her., I will not describe the method
they used but I can tell you I shed
many tears as we listened and not
able to do anything. It takes a long
time for hate to leave. I said at
the time and have said often since,
that "if crying prevents one from
becoming a man, then I will never
make it."
QRIGINAL CREW MEMBERS
pilot: Lt. Ernmest Fitzpatrick NH
co-pilot: Lt. Howard W. Lynch NY
DC
NY

navigator: Lt. James E. Sherwood

bombardier: Lt. Joseph J. Lasicki

radio oper: T/Sgt. Paul A. Kasza OH
engineer: T/Sgt. Walter W. Swartz PA
alt.engr: S/S5gt James E. Williams GA
Armor/g: S/Sgt William E. Schack OH
alt.engr: 5/Sgt Donald F. Menser PA
tail/g: 5/Sgt Daniel E. Jones OH

The two crew members that were
dropped were, Menser and Jones. Don-
ald Menser was assigned to his own
crew. Daniel Jones was killed flying
with another crew.

On the night we were shot down, we
had two officers flying their first
training mission. They were:
co-pilot - Lt. Richard V. Thiriot
navigator - Lt. Cornell Dogrothy

Shortly after Liege was liberated
in September, 1944, we started our
trip home by way of the Red/Elue

11 Highway, crossing on pontoon
bridges in army trucks, being stop-
ped time and again to be interroga-
ted. Reaching Paris, France, we nat-
urally had to be interrogated once
again. After which we were flown to
London aboard a C-47 where we were
put back in uniform and returned to
our base at Harrington, England.
Things sure had changed in four an

(continued on page 9)
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My best, Rudy Rudolph El

The reason for the photo was we

(my crew) had just completed our Honor, light the flame at the tomb
35th mission. You can count the 4 1h: French Unknéewn Soldier a
little bombs on Gecrge and Ferman's av & wreath of flowers on his tomb
jackers. Jim George flew another inde he Arc de Triomphe. 1t was a
sortie in the C-47 and I flew 3 in craat trio!!
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Keep it up, please.
Sincerelv, Gecrge J. Stinchcomb
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