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|Mistress was one of the first ships

|Idaho,

‘|structions

Pigesns—-A War

Parachuate ‘Bombs’ Loaded with Live

Secret Now Revealed

|Winged “Spies” Often

Brought Valuable

Information

BY ROMNEY WHEELER

Harrington, Eng.—@)—One night
in mid-April a jet black Libbera-
tor bomber cut the night sky over
Germany, winging toward a pin-
point objective on the navigator’s
map.

The target of the big ship pi-
loted by Lt. Bruce Edgerton of
Washington, D. C.,, was not an

.lindustrial plant or a military in-

stallation. It was a camp for slave
labor. The dozen “bombs,” which

.|soon were to go plummeting down

from 24,000 feet were zmong the

-ltop secrets of the war.

I flew with Edgerton and his

lecrew that night on a deep pene-
|tration mission over Leipzig and
i|Dresden, but only now am I al-

lowed to tell the full story. For
Liberator Midnight

to carry parachute “bombs” loaded

:[with live pigeons.

Back in the waist compariment
S. Sgt, Larue Shiple of Caldwell,
and S. Sgt.” Charles W.
Strain of Crete, Neb., pitched out
a dozen cardboard cylinders, each

lcontaining a live pigeon. Like par-
latroopers, their parachutes snapped

open on miniature static lines.
Each pigeon carried a small con-
tainer on one leg with printed in-
in several languages
and requests for information on
nazi installations, troop strength
and deployment which were to be

\fastened to the birds for relay to

approaching spearheads of Gen.
Hodges and Gen. Patton.
Although the percentage of re-
turning pigeons never has been
disclosed officially, I learned later
that a number of birds returned to

their cages in England with val-|:

uable information. Others may
have been lost and still others
may have found their way into
someone’s cooking pot.

The pigeon parachute bombs
were dumped on Germany-—as
presumably they later would have
been dumped on allied prisoners
of war camps in Japan—by the
night flying 406th squadron of
the Eighth air force which in the
last 20 months of the war dropped
millions of leaflets and patriot
newspapers on occupied Europe
and Germany.
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TERmince 3338 FORTY FIVE, TRINITY COURT,

GRAYS INN ROAD, LONDON, W.Cl1.
Jdune 21, 1945.

Tmjor Kobert H. Gaday,
4046%h Bombertduent 3quuaron,
APO 557,

T8, Lrny.

Lenr !Bjor Guaqy,

T auve pleasnure in eaclosing & copy of “ihe cero-
ylahe" containing e cosnensea ruport of itne on the trip over
Trence and Ger~any which I wss ailowed to meke in "Qke Nigh

Tright!
Going throngh my story, 1 notice to my grestost

aisgast thet your nene was wpelled wrongly. Please accayrt my since—
reat apologies for thig mistake.

Ley 1 tuse this opporiunity of theaking you ena
a1l “embers o the 406th for the kindness showa to ne d g
sbay at yovr statlon and nuring the trip over the Continent which
was one of the most instrvelive and enjoyable oues I have ever riude.

o oy

¥ishing you sna your synearon the besi of luck,

I reasuin,

Frels
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A Bomphlet Raid

‘HE ONLY HEAVY BOMBER UNIT cf the 8th U.5.A.A.F.
which was employed on night operations during the War is
the 406th bombardment squadron. Trained by the Royal Air
g, the squadron war entrusted with
of which, cven to-day, on'y onme may be
sevealed, that of dropping. homph w' cver” the Continent,
During the 20 months of its existence, the 406th '* bombed
more than 7,000 targets with 1.800 million leaflets and news
heets in some 330 operations by night. Unlke all the other
U.S. heavy bomber squadrons, the aircri
squadron did not * attack "' thein turgets i formation, bat
singly and had often to face concentrated opposition 'from
enemy ighters and anti-dircraft guns. Since Germany's
unconditional surrender, the squadron has been cperating
exclusively by day.

y days of flying leaflrt dropping 5
he squadton's Boeing Flying Foiticsses and Con-
sulidated Liberators threw armfuls of leaficts through the
cpen_bomb doors and left the distrib to the win

i -day, however, a laminated wax container
s used which was developed after many cxperiments.  The
white-painted container, shaped like a bomb, is attached 10 a
parachute which opens 3 few seconds after the container has
left the bomb-bay. When fairly near the ground the bomb
xplodes in order or concentration of the leaflets
Each container weighs between 300 to 350 b, and holds
Letween 60,000 and 80,000 news shects or lcafiets,

We recently had an opportunity of studving a mumber of
the leaflets which were dropped over or béhind the German
Jines or over towns e e Retch. “and. wnat ndorit T

authors not only understand the twisted German
mentality, but also the German language.

Effect of Leaflets

We can well understand, for instance, why the Geiman
unite in the Ardennes salient surrendered after they had
rad in Allicd leaflets the true story of their alortive
offensive and compared the facts explained Lo (hem with the
claims of their superiors that d mrades were as far

4 as Paris. Many German® soldiess and even \\hule
intending 1o give up the fight did so on
ender pas were dropped over their lines. jice
VE Day the 406th bombardment squadren has been delivering
Joreign language news sheets over Germany, Holland, and
parts of France, and it is to continuc this work until news-
paper < on the Continent are again rolling regularly
These news sheets are being prepared for camps of displaced
rsons and are printe German, French, Dutch, and
Rureian, ‘and are at present the only means of making these
unfortunate people, who for long years practically have been
cut off from the World in their labour camps, familiar with
what happened during this time and what is happening to-day.
ter, the full story should be told about the Pt which
the 406th bumbardment squadron played in keeping the people
of France, and in particular the Maquis, informed of the plans
of the Allies. In this connection we can only reveal that on
D-Day aircraft of this unit drnpprd bundreds of theusands of
leaflets over Normandy instructions civilian
population and directions to the French undergiound army
of resistance.  The 406th scemed alsn to have heen the
** Liaison Squadmn ** between London and the Command of
the | Maqui
Ve were lortunate enough to obtain permission to take
part in a nows sheet delivery fight.

The operation began, like the any hundreds preceding,
with the briefing. Major R. L. Pa the present Squadron
Commander, gave the fargeis to the asembied mine Libernsor
crews: six were to fly to Mannheim, gme cach to Reims and
Mannheim, while the ninth had to its containers over
Reims and Manuheim. The \[ceeomugul Officer gave a
survey of the weather.

were bricfed for the ninth ** ship,” the B-24 M, * The
Night-Knight,” built by Henry Ford’s Willow Run plant.
he " M’ has, incidentally, twin fins and rudders.. At
precisely 10.30 the skipper, Licut. J. E. Bingham, obtained
permission to go. Alfter a surprisingly short rup, the Lmemlor
was_airborne. The crew consisted of scven: pilot, co.
mavigator, hombardier, engineer, radio operator and a: Riant
engineer, of which the first five and the passenger had to stay
in the Night deck, as during take-offs and landings no one 3
allowed in the lower deck where navigator and Yombardier
bave their ** offices.

At 11.05 we crossed the const Scuth of Clacton at a §
©f 170 m.p.h. Twenty-five minutes later we had covered the
63 miles’ long stretch of water and reached the famous beac
of Dunkirk and the town itself. Here we were able to find
proof of the devastation caused by Allied bLombs to- the

was simple: the

weits

German Navy. b particular the submasine or E-bost pen
racted our attentio:
the mm the pilot circled over Dlankenberghe
ying over Courtrai, Le Catean, and a
number of smalier places, a'l well known from the two Wars,
we noticed hardly any destruction in the built-up arcas, &5
Allied hombers had concentrated on the blg acrodromes, in
particular on_Sissonne court, but also ¢n the
Himerous tanding grounds along the route.

After a test run over the target the Liberator swung round
and approached the aerodrome again. The doors were:
Gpened and at 12.48 the bombardier feported  bombs away.
Uiy’ e seconds alter they had hoft the bombebay the
parachutes opened; the containers floated gently down and
touchrd the ground not far from the “ customers,” the repre-

tives of the distributing authority.  Reims aerodrome

was also squarely hit, though not as Ladly smashed as the
two other aerodromes mentioned previously. The German Air
it_apparently not only as operational but also as

MNext to-some arkshops-were hoaps of destroyed

w 1905, Ju 885 and Ju 52

he ,\.gm-l(nigm left Reims at 12.57 i the direction
of Mannheim, 174 miles away. As predicted by the Meteoro-
logical Officer, the weather deteriorated: rain began to come
down and low-flying clouds hid round while flying
grer the Champaghe. . After crosting the Moselle the Franco-
German frontier was reached at two minutes later
Saarbrocken, the centre of the Saar md.lsny and a priority
target- for Allied bombers, came into view. of the
buildings were only empty hells, wh indusbenl plants
were completely wiped out. From Saarbriicken to Mannheim
Do traces of bombing were noticed in the small towns and
hamlets en route. In the industrial part of the latter, more
\levastation became noticcable. Port and railway installations,
Vridges and roundhouses, as well as repair shops, were com-
pletely emashed, and vast stretches of the town were made
uninhabitable.

H

Return Flight

The first large German town on the return journey was
Coblenz. It was deserted; a few sunken barges in front of
it and debris strewn all aver the place made the town s
more desclate.  Adjoining the barracks there was a_huge
rcamp.” Along the roads by which it is enclosed
vehicles were patrolling.  From Cablenz to Cologne
the pilot followed the course of the Rhine. “While passing
Bonn, another ¢ prisoner-of-war camp was noticrd
Which strotched some fhvee miles along the bank of the river.
\pprc'(chlnx Culcgnc the extent of the destruction grew with

n particular among the industrial c<lal)!

\\}ulr manv smu villages were spared. Th
a vast industrial plant |ht= mﬂes South-east

U Brih Which was completely \upcd

Cologne, the test-target of Allied au po“cr, was reached
following the course of the wide autobahn which ends in a
great circle from which roads into and through the town
cmanate.  Shortly before, another autobahn branches off
towards (he East, but a few hundred yards farther on, the
Lridge over the Rhine has completely disappeared.  The
devastation in Cologne has baen described hefore and there
is ne nged 1o go into details. The only building which stood
out among the ruins from 2,000 ft. was the Cathedral. The
same devastation was observed on the East bank of the river
among the industrial districts. In addition o the results of
hombing.” we were able to oh\er\r a few fine cxamples
of prrrlﬂnn bombing. There was, for instance, a road crossing
of six sirects. Not only the cmssng itsclf was hit, but also
each of the six strcets, blocking in this way any traffc.
Apart fiom the seven craters, no Gnorc was seen in the direct
neighbourhood of the crossing. Leaving Calogne in the direc-
tion of Munchen Gladbach, the outskirts of the town and the
neighbouring small places showed hardly any damagm Near
Munchen Gladbach the great aerodrome Y 56 was passed with
many  Allied _operational and transport ’unralt aléng the
perimeter. Twenty-one minutes later we flew into Holland, in
the direction of Rotterdam. For the next 23 minutes no traces
of any damage were seen.
iterdam’ came into
inhabited town for hours.
A quarter of an hour after I pmn;, Rotterdam we crossed
the ceast West of Tloek van Holar 'l'he nearest point on
the English Coast was Orfordncss, t 94 miles away. At
a height of 2,500 ft. landfall was mue 43 minutes later.
Ipswich and its great aerodrome came into view and a little
later Cambridge. ~ Another 40 miles, and the Harrington base
was reached. The total flight lasted a little more than
7 hre 5 mins., during which about 1,200 miles were covered.

view. It secmed to us the first
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1S/GR/IS  9/6
Flying with Buropc's Nowusboys
by Loendre SIlvien (of 0.W.I.
Unit)

Long qucucs of bombors emd Tightors weiting to take
off for attacks on German tergots in Jurops aro o thing of the past
at tho groat airfiolds in Britoin. But I'vo just boon to an Ancrican
oir basc in tho Midleonds whore Bombor Squodron 406 of tho U.S.
Fighth Alr Forco is still in.businosg, continuing to unload on targots
in Zuropo., ®F coursc th. squadron carrios no oxplosiv:s- it nov r
has. Tho only bombor unit assigned to caerry lcaflets, 406 has bson
in oporation sincc October, 19453. Thasa "nows-boys™ aro at presont
commandcd by 25 ycar old Major Rob rt GADDY of Latte, South Carelina.
In 30 menths 406 squadron hes carriod out moro than 2,300 sortics.
Each bombor, o Liborator or a Flying Fortross, flios without oscort,
During 1.3 war tho squadron droppod surronder leaflcts ond mossagos
to friondky civilians in occupiod countriss. Now, the squadron
dolivors nowspapors tc the 1lib rotod countrics and mossages to
displaced porsons. WNinc daily flights arc medc, and cech plenc
carriss 12 bombs load d with scme 5,000 lsaflets.

Yostorday, I fle® tho routc with a crow of Squadron 406.
our terguts wors Rhoims ond Muﬂ'hc:in. Thc ercw wore as oxeited os
I - sincc until VE day thoy had demo all thsir missions et night.
Whon wo got to Rheims we cirelnd ovor tho uahormod Cothodrol and
discharged the first loed of sight bomb pockets on the girficld.

From Rhcims wo flow ovor part of tho floodlemds of
HOLLAND, ovar the woll oultivated Bzlgian farmlands scarrod only
occosionally by bomb pites, cnd on to Germany. Tronches zig-zagzod
through the forasts and fislds in Gormony.

Citics liko SALRBRUCKEN and JANFEEIN arc badly hit
and, in fact, scom ravogod until cno socs Cologno. But thors is lifc
in Sanrbrucken and tho railways end highuays corry treffic.

Cologne, howsver, is only aghost city.

28 lincs COITINUEDs» s
OVERLEAF
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Flying with Burope's Kovisboys
by Leoncre Silvien (of 0.WeIa
Unit)

In COLOGNE the spectres of the city which once houscd
moro tham 768,000 porsons remain. There is mils after milo of
shell-froacd buildings witlout roofs, without windows, without
backs or without fronts., Only the spire of fthe cathodral is

untcuochod and an L. shaped eloistoer of build s marked off with

Red Crosscs. 3Averytning weich wo saw before and aftor Cologne

oscaped the

ory - Cologne loavoes the ouly impression.

ETD 7 linocs



	Gaddy-001
	Gaddy-002a
	Gaddy-002b
	Gaddy-003a
	Gaddy-003b
	Gaddy-IFR01-Jul44
	Gaddy-IFR02-Aug44
	Gaddy-IFR03-Sep44
	Gaddy-IFR04a-Oct44
	Gaddy-IFR04b-Oct44
	Gaddy-Ltr05-14-98-p1
	Gaddy-Ltr05-14-98-p2
	Gaddy-SilvianArticle-OWI-p1
	Gaddy-SilvianArticle-OWI-p2

