April 12, 1980

Dear Bob:
Got your resaue and your letter. Parvi hed old orders

wnlch hz 1zt me have. G. C. Jolnkd your crew in Salt

e was the last to jsoin, at Caspsr.

I have located Stan Seger, the pilot of the crew you flew
with at Cheddington. Also have heard from Ralph Beasman,
radio operator on that crew. He remembers you. They both
nave been avle to add a great deal to nmy story. Also found
#ky, the borbardier on Lenke's corew, who was &n the
¢crash when G. €. wes killed., ie was one of thyros survbrors.

fe was avle to Fill in a lot of debally and sent me ans of

P

the leaflets vou 211 wsre doppping on your missicn when you

were diverted o Okltorm.

You heve all been very helpful, I hava tried to tell a good
story as it was, which I hope will run true. I was not there
and it tbuld be impoesible withount all the help I have gotten
from you that were there, There is no way I couléd have written
even one page without,Clarke, then you, then Thompson, then
Prrvi. Then fromfold orders of Clarke's I was sble to find

fewer, then Beeman, snéd through Seger I found Bradley.
You will get a chance to read the ®hole thing someday.

Best regards.



Serveant mobert N. ‘Qjorne

a;‘ -’SEE. Csborne volunteered early in the war to serve in the
Army Alr Force and was working as aircraft mechanic in a
fighter squadron. He was happy with his assignment and work

and he had been vromnted tn Sergeant. His commanding officer

ARIRCRAFET MIAINTENANCE N D
wanted him to get some e¥perience in ae§+eiLsaﬂneyy—aﬁd—cﬁtﬁétage

V1 (e 1t f Ja 70 ScHeok IN LINCoLN NEBG,
h**jzﬁﬁéFp f” s seronl. He did so reluctantly, with the

promises that he would be sent back to his old unit when hie-fiinished

finished swmme=y schonl, and that Staff Sergeant stripes would

be his when he returned.

-

de did not get to returnt his old outfit. vWhen he completed

P&

3Q§géi§ schonl, aerial gunners were much in demand on heavy
bomber crews. Instead of being sent back to his nld outfit

Nese
he was assigned to fly as wa¥St gunner in a Liberator crew. Scow/ fNFTER
ARRNING [N ENGIAND HE R9516HED 7S R WAIST GuNNER.
1t was six months after he started flying with G. C.'s crew

tefore he finally was promnted tn Staff Sergeant. He thought
of this matter throughout the war, the Injustice of it all.

He always felt that he was a couple of promotions behind.

#hen he returned home after the war he learned that his old
outfit had been sent overseas as expected. He also learned

that the gound crewnen Lad been sent overseas on a ship, and
that 1t had been torpedned and sunk, 1lnsing most of the ground
crewnen in his old outfit. Fate dictated that he had béen lucky
at least twice, the other time was when he and G. C. traded

Crew assignments and he was not in the Lemke Crash.



AL
_érgeant Osborne was nne of two marrieq members of their

¢rew. He and lirs. Osborne hayve three boysg, the oldest now
thirty- rive years old, the next noy thirty three, ang the
yodngest now twenty-foyur, The youngest graduated from college

in the Spring of 1979.

Osborne now Works for rublic Lervice Gas Transmission and
Jistribution ag Office Spervigor, He went to Work for thenp
on Janvary 6, 1947. Osborne will be elgible for retirment

in March, 1980, -
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July 25, 1979

Mr. Bob Osborne
25 Midwood Ave. )
Allend=le, N, J. 07401

Dear Bab:

I enjoyed talking to you the other dsy and am enclosing

a copy of what I wopte dowan after our conversation. 1

want to put this away with the other material I am gather-
ing Abbut his military sctivities. I want you te correct,
add to, znd eliminste any of 4t you fesl is incorrect tecause
I want it right.

famillar with the interior of B-24, was tne homb

* the cabin where the pllot and copilot sat? Was the
separate structure inside the plane? How 4Aid yox
rom the front to the back of the plene, over the
1 think I asked you thlg on the phone but I am not
Was Lemke and Seger frow 492nd BG, 856837

I don't want to hug you about this but 1 am having & great

time getting this all together. Yrom time to time I will send
you copies of information I get that I think will interest you.
I nope that you and 2ll of your crew members get active in your
492né BG association; you all have a iet to be proud of.

Sincerely,

Ben Parnell
P, 0, Drawer 1180
Bartlett, Texas 76511



July 16, 1979

Mr. Bob Osborne
25 Midwood Ave.
Allendale, M. J. 07401

Dear Mr. Osborne:

I received your most welcome letter today. For about six

months, or a 1little more, I have been working on finding out
about G. C.'s military activities during WWil and have been
spending a gzood deal of time trying to locate the members eof
your crew, Ynu are the third nne I have found; the others are
William K. Clarke, 11835 &. Wagon Trail Road, Tuscoun, 4z. 85715,
and Abe M. Thompson, Jr., 315 5. 7th, Farge, K. D. 58103.
However, I still have letters out similsr to yours and 1 feel
sure that I will 1locate some of the others.

I am especielly glzd to have found you; I uvnderstand that you

were at the buridl services, aud that you and G.5C. shared some;
interesting experiences during your days with the ”Carpefbazgers"
and that you are the one most likely to be able to tell me the
detalls of why G. C. was with the other crew and about the crash
in which he was killed. What really happened? How many were killed

in the cragh?._ Which crew wes he with and what had been their
mission? ¢ Did he volimteer for this duby? ™

\

I know Lnat arter 74 years umories s AT bit but 1 will really
appreciste yvou telling me everything you can remmmber of your
hours tcgether. both during your missions and while not flyinge.
G. Co and I shared the same birthday, January 23rd, he was born
in 1923 and I was born in 1928, msking him exactly 5 years older
than I, When he left home in 1940 to go to TexasiA & M Cnllege
I was only 12 years old and do not remember a lot about him. BHe
was drafted in Janmary, 1943 ardwas home one time on leave, 1
believe.

William K. Clerke has loaned me many of his cld records for pictures,
I am gending some things I beiieve you will find interesting. He
told me one time on the phone if I could find you you probably

would be of great help. I know both Clarke. ani Thompson would

like to hear from you.

When you have the time let me hear from you, I will appreciate it.

Sincerely,

Ben Parnell y
P. 0. Drawer 110
Bartlett, Texss 76511



August 20, 1979

Mr. Bob Osborne
25 Midwood Ave.
Allendele, N. J. 07401

Dear Bob:

I am enclosing copies of extracted pages of the history of
the 856th BS which I received from the Albert F. Simpson
Historical Research Center yesseréaye about a week ago.

I received this shortly after I wrote you the last time
and was interested to see that it tracked with the info
you had given to me.

Abe M. Thompson, Jr. came by thls weekend and brought me

some material he had on the 856th BS. On November 5, 1944,

7 crews of the 856th BD were placed on DS at Station 113
{Cheddington), for the purpese of supplementing the crews
there in thelr propaganda leaflet dropping operations. Among
these crews were those of Lt's Lemke and Seger, which were
the crews you and G. C. Flew with. OCn the 15th lemke's crew .
crashed, and on December 1, 1944, Lt. Daniel Bradley rejoinek®
the Squadron from a period of hospitalization following the
Lenmke crashe.

Were you present for his burial at Cambridge on November 22 ?
In ah 0ld letter to my mother Wm. K. Clarke said that he
thought you were there. I think that 1 told you that his
body was returned Bor reburial st Canadian, Texas, in the
late 195Dis. .

It is too bad you wife im in poor health, I am sure that it
works a real hardship on you. We all have our cross to bear

and I am sure that you are able to handle everything that comes
your way. None of us ars promised very much and in fact are
assured that we will have many dsys of agony, suffering, and
2ll the other bad things that happen to us as we go along. But,
we all know that ygust being here is ample rewsard.

Many thanks for the drawings, pictures and for your letter.
Some day when I get all.this put together I hepe you get the
chance to take a look attit. From time to time I will drop
you a line when I find something I think interests you. I
told Thompson, and I am telling you, you all get busy and go
to work in your Secnond Air Division Assoclation. That old
boys name and address is: Sebastian H, Corriere, V. P. 492nd
BG - 2 ADA, 4939 N, 89th St., Milwaukee, Wi. 53225.

Best regards.

Sincerely,



Page 2 = Bob Osborne

P, S.

I am also enclosing a eopy of the log of Wm. K., Clarke.

Osborne, 4id you know a T/Sgt Harold E. Thompson of
someone named "Pete" while you were in training, psssibly
at Casper, Wyoming? Thompson wrote my dad after the

war wanting G. C.'s address, notknowing that he had

been killed, and G. C. mentioned them in at least one

of his letters home in October 1944. Let me know.
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