
April 14:, 1980

D,,<.:r Bol"

(jot your r6~'fJt!le al1tl you:!' letter. Pnrvi hed old orders

which he let me have. G. C. joln~& your cre~ in Salt

La};:e ":ity. Cl!l:t'~{e was the last to j,?ln. ~t Cf.'.sper.

I have located stan Seger, the p1lot of the orew you flew

with at Ch~ddington. Also have heard from Ralph Bea~an,

radio operator on that orew. He remembers you. They both

have bGei1 ,,·~le to aad a great (l.cal to 1);'1 stor·y. Also found

Brn.d'rt!i!!y, the bO~.J(l)ardj.€~" c.n Lt*";nlr0' S c.re17 , 1'...1'10 -:',:a:; in the

cr.·ash '"Then G. C. we!: killed. !1~) .~::D.~~ one of th~:"c'2 sur.rlbvoTs.

IT? ~·!es able t.o fill in n lot of (i.etail~ a~lj gel t: me ene of

t;1e le<.flet.s yo\: all ''''9re c.D"ppir>-<! on Y0'1.I" u:i!'sion when you

WE'-r~ <1 i -',fer-tee {:o 001tOY1.

YOt). he.vo all been very helpful. I !lava tried to tell a good

story ss it was, wh10h I hope will ru~ true. I was not there

nn'l. it ~tlUln be ilJl,ossJ.ble withO'.lt all the 11",1;> r have gotten

from you that were thore. ~~er0 ia no yay I oould have wr1tten

evon one page without,Clarke, then you, then Thompson, then

l'Itrv1. Then fromfold orders of Clarke's I l1US able to find

f'eger. then Bc,oman, ll.ni1 through Seger I founo. Bloadley.

You v~~.ll get a chance to Toad the ~holo th1ng someday.

Best regards.



-,- t'·:-·
_,'C'

~~. Osborne volunteered eqrly in the viaI' to serve in the

Army Air force and V/.8.S worv.ing as aircraft mechanic in a

fip;hber squadron. ne W9.S happy with his assignment and work

ann he han be,'n oromoteci to derg"",nt. His comm9.nnin" officer

wanted hi",. to 'let some eXperience in fli:f:.-rr=;:;."fI':'..11f:.fdr'J:;"~!:)2f'I;,ed
1£('1(01-'1'.4-6-;:0 /{II'1 r;, D-e; ("0 5c.HcoJ.. IN LINCoLN ;vP-(3.
h+ffl OJ ::;Q "0 ::;"rJ"leFY Ae:I3Jl. He dlC1 so reluctantly, with the

finished~ school, and that dtaf·f Sergeant stripes would

be his when he -returned.

de did not get to return ~ his old outfit. 0hen he completed

~ school, aerial gunners were much in demand -)0 heavy

b·)mber crews. Instead of being sent back to his old outfi t

N0 5e
he \-Jas assiF:ned to fly as ~t. gunner in a Li berat0r cre!'!. 500"; nf'1'/!-r,

/71\('0.\ <J I tVIf /11/ ertGI.If;lD tf~ !?S~/G-"~D 1f5 R 4J 111 c;-r &0:-./ I'/&:R,

It was six months after he started flying with G. C.'s crew

bef0re he finalli was promoted to Staff Sergeant. He thought

of this matter through0ut the war, the injustice of it all.

He always felt that he was a couple of promotions behind.

~hen he returned home after the war he learned that his old

outfit had been sent overseas as .expected. He also learned

that the f.ound Cre\'Haen I,an been sent 0verseas on a ship. and

tljat it had been. torpedoed and sunk. losing most of the ground

crewmen in his oln outfit. Fate dictaten that he r,ac1 been lucky

at least twice. the other time was when he and C. C. trad ed

crew assignments and he was not in the Lemke Crash.



./
!!-Osborne was ,)ne ,)f two married members of t-hetTHe an.-J Flrs. Osb,orn" ha·Yf> t.hree hoys, the old est nowthirty· five years old, the next now thirty three, and theyoun~est now twenty-four. The youn~e~t graduated from collegein the spring of 1979.

Osborne now works for ~ublic 8ervice Gas Transmission andJistributirm :'.s Office Spervisor. He 'lent to work for themon J~nuary 6, 1947. Osborne will be elgible for retinmentin [-larch, 19'10.
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July 25. 1979

Nr. B~b Osbor':le
25 Mldwood Ave.
Alle~d~Je. N. J. 07401

Dear Bob:

I enjoyed talkl.ne: to yr:n the other tJ".", and am enclosing
a COj)~~ of ;1'h~t I WlJD~e clo~n after our c~)nYerse.tit)n. I
want to put t~1s a~ay with the other ~ate~lal I ~m cath~r­
ing ~~jut his mil~tary acti,ities. I ~~nt you to correct.
add to, ;n:.c ~)ljTinate any ·)f it you fe31 ts in~or'I'ec:v cecause
I want it rl~ht.

I tJ.!!'! ':1 ')1; ft1,~i13 a:r' ;OJ 1- th the lutEn'lor of C-!. B-24. t"as tile bo:nb
ba~t Ull:1el' the cabin t·Jh~re thE; pilot and copilot Bat'! w·Elf.i the
bomb ~ay a separate structure j.nside tIle plane~ ilati did yo~

usu!.111y ~;!-;t. !"z'QlJ1. tl1e front. to the bacl: of t.he ple1,ne, over the
bomb ba~r': 1 thinl: I a:;k()i,.: :;01.1 th:U:.J on the ph·:>no but I a:!l not
sure: '..1:1.8 L~rni~e and Sf!ger frOT 4'9.'2nd BG. 8 56i33?

I don t t ~!:J.nt. to hug you about this but I am haying a great
time getting this all together. l'rom time to time I ,~ill send
:/ou c(.\p:e~) of informatiop. I get that I thi:1k v:i:1.1 i"t1teresi,;~ you.
r hope thai; you. and all of you!" c·re\" members get active in Yi')ur
492ncl lOG ass0(;iatl on; you all have a lot to be proud of.

Sincerely,

Ben Parnell
P. O. Dral1er 110
Bartlett. Texas 76511



July 16. 1979

Nr. Bob Osborr.e
25 Mid~100d Ave.
Allend",::.{;. N. J. 07401

Dear Mr. Osborne:

I received your most welcome letter today. For about six
months. or a little more. I have been working on finding out
about G. C.'s military activities during WwII and have been
spendin~ a good deal of tim~ tryin~ to locate the members of
your CreYI. You are the third "ne I have found; the others are
William K. Clarke. 11836 lL \{a."on Trail Road. 1uscon, ,\z. 85715.
and Abe I-i. 'fh0!D"Oson, Jr., 315 s. 7th, Fargo, N. D. 58103.
However. I stili have letters out simil$.r to yours and I feel
sure that I will l~cate some of the others.

I am especially glad to have found you; I understand that you
~Iere at the burUll serviceE. a.nd. that you and G.Be. shared some /
interesting experi.ences durin" your days with the "Carpetbaggers"
and that you are the one most likely to be able to tell me the
details of why G. C. was with the other crew and about the crash
~n which he "laS killed. What really happened? How many were killed

/

in the craEh·? .......\oIhich crew was he with and what had been their
_ mission? (~id he-volunteer fort~,

----_._--------,----- --'
I knot: that after 35 years memories (J"IiD----a-bit but I Yi111 really
appreciate ;"ou tellinr; UH~ everyth1.ng you can rel1llllmber of your
hours togethe:r. both Ql!ring your miss ions and ',;hil" not flying.
G. e. Ilnd I shared the same birthday. January 23rcl, he was born
in 1923 and I was born in 1928, making him exactly 5 years older
'than I. When he left home in 1940 to go to Texaa'! A & 11 College
I was only 12 years old and do not remember a lot about him. He
Nas drafted in Jan').ary, 19If3 arc was home one time on leave, I
believe.

William K. Cle.r1<:e has loaned me U1an,Y of his old recorr1s for pictures,
I a'll ~endJ.ng some things I believe you will find interesting. He
told me one time on the phone if I could find you you probably
would be of great heJp. I know both Clarke am Thompson would
like to hear from you.

When you have the time let me hear from you, I will appreciate it.

Sincerely,

Ben Parnell ,
P. O. Drawer 110
Bartlett, Texas 76511



August 20. 1979

Mr. Bob Osborne
25 Midwood Ave.
Allendale. N. J. 07401

Dear Bob:

I am enclosing copies of extracted pages of the history of
the 856th BS ~lhich I received from the Albert F. Simpson
Historical Research Center ~9&.ep&a,. about a week ago.
I received this shortly after I wrote you the last time
and was interested to see that it tracked with the info
you had given to ~e.

Abe X. Thompson, Jr. came by this weekend and brought me
some material he had on the 856th:as. On November 5. 1944.
7 crews of the 856th ED were placed on DS at Station 113
(Cheddington). for the Furpose of supplementing the crews
there in their propaganda leaflet dropping operations. Among
these crews were those of Lt's Lemke and Seger, Which were
the crews you and G. C. FICl~ With. Un the 15th Lemke's crew _.
crashed. and on December 1. 1944. Lt. Daniel Bradley rejoin~·
the Squadron from a period of hospitalization following the
Lenke crash.

Were you present for his burial at Cambridge on November 22 ?
In ai old letter to my mother Wm. K. Clarke said that he
thought you were there •.1 think that 1 told you that his
bony was returned Bor reburial &t Canadian. Texas. in the
late 19~!Dfs.

It is too bad you Wife ia in poor health. I am aure that it
works a real haroship on you. We all have our cross to bear
and I am sure that you are able to handle everything that comes
your way. None of us are promised very much and in fact are
assured that we will have many days of agony. suffering. and
all the other bad things that happen to us as we go along. But.
lle all know that ~UElt being here is ample reward.

Many thanks for the drawings. pictures and for your letter.
Some day when I get all.this put together I hape you get the
chance to take a look att1t. From time to time I will drop
you a line when I find something I think interests you. I
told Thompson. and I am telling you. you all get busy and go
to work in your Secnond Air Division Association. That old
boys name and address is: Sebastian H. Corriere. V. P. 492nd
BG - 2 ADh. 4939 N. 89th St •• Milwaukee, Wi. 532?5.

Bes t regards.

Sincerely,



I/1
~, Page 2 Bob Osborne

P. S. I am also enclosing a copy of the log of Wm. K. Clarke.

Osborne. did you know a T/Sgt Harold E. Thompson ot
SOJ:leone named "Pete" While you Wl!re in training, pess1b1y
at Casper, Wyoming? 'Thompson wrote my dad after the
war wanting G. C.'s address, notknow1ng that he had
been killed. and G. C. mentioned them in at least one
of his letters home in Ootober 1944. Let me know.

.',
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