WAITING TO BE DELIVERED
Uritren by Erling Salvesen. a NORSO
“Joe*

“The article in the June 2002 -
88cth [ssue of the Carpecbagger
nevslettar titled ‘Now They Know
About Their Uncle Charlie’, vas
especially fnceresting to e be-
cause the B-24 that crashed in the
orkney [slands on the 24th of Harch
1945 vas che one that had actempred
to drop 6 KORSO men norch of Trond-
heia, Noi

Over 30 men froa the NORSO Group.
myself included,

returned from the Orkney Islands. 1
heard cthat one of the crew had sur-
vived the crash and the arcicle
confirmed {c. It gave his name as
Lt. Pete Pulrang. We were Told st
the cime that che B-24 had run out
of fuol. Tt had undoubtedly sponc
too much tige looking for the drop
zone

As a result of that B-24 crash
and the one that hit the Pluket-
Jernf jel1, a moustain in the Snas
area north of Trondhela, Norvay.
that further drops were suspended
and an alternate aethod vas baing
constidered.
One day nbt too long sfter. a
group of men arrived fron Londo
They had us try on civilian jackets

wve could change into milita
clothes and cross over into Norway
to join the others. This never came
sbobt because on 8 May 1945 the
Germans surrendered in Norvay and
the 30 of us vere put on thres B
24s and flown to Norvay
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ve wvers over vater. He than told me
that they had found an sbandoned
Geraun fighter field on the island
of Herdla, not far froa Bergen and
he headed right for it and mede a
nding. Before landing he
e to have the men move to the
call of the -2 as soon as the

& Canadian alnesveeper arrived and
ook us to Bergen where ve all
spent & few days celebrating the
Lioyd

and the British Karines vera his
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cally. mot only declined, but icer-
ated strongly. that wve, as Americsn
officers, in uniform, vould not
only refuse to participate in any
such execution, but would not allow
Lt to occur {n our prosenc
colabration continued without fur-
ther Lncident. Intersstingly, our
plane load of downed airmen was re-
plete wich individuals who had only
one, tvo or three atsatons.

1 finally daparted cthe European
Theater of Operations in late De-
I was sent to a Re-
placement Depot in England togecher
vith several hundred other crew
members also avaiting home by ship.

Because Havans. Cuba vas my home
SE Fesoid whdng dnitared the Army
Atr Gor ngled out to re-
i el T by plane
451 55 o avold, ¢ drtdasd vas sy




