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Operaticns, Team Alec
TEAM ALEC
Jedburgh team Alec was the twenty-second Jedburgh team
to he dispatched to France from the UK,
Membera of Team
The membera of team Alec were:

lst Lieutenant G. G. Thomson (US) (0%
"Cromarthy*

code name

Lieutenant B, Allet (French), code nsme "Oxfora®

Staff Sergeant John A. White (U3) (147, code name
IColorado

Area to Which Dispatched
Tesm Alec was dlspatched on the night of 8/10 August

to the Loire et Cher area of France.

Tesm Alec Was to "e dispatched with a reconnalssance
perty of 8 men from 1 9AS Reglment whose mieelon it was to
report on the possibllitles of recelving up to half a saguadron
of 1 SAS Reglment to operste sgalnst the rellwey lines Vierzon-
Toura-Vierzon-Orleane snd report on enemy movement in the
area. The team would work under the control of the orgsnlzer
Antoine (4 ), who hesded nn importsnt Resistence orgsnizetion
in this ares,

Purpose of the Mission

Team Alec woe dispatched with en 3A3 party to provide a
link between the SAS rnd the reslstence groupe and help Antolne
in orgsnizing and arming the FFI in the South Loire end Cher
reglons.

Communications

The team was dropped with one Jedburgh W/T set and one

gpare recelver with instructions to contact the Home 3Statien

49:) War Diary Vol 11 v e4)
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a8 soon as possible.

Finance

Each of the officers took 100,000 French france rnd 50
American dollers. The W/T operator took 50,000 French france
ard 50 American dollars.

Relations with Other Allied Units

Cperational OGroups. BShould the team encounter =ny 03
parties they would asslet them me far se possible but would
remaln under the commsnd of BFHQ.

An Allied Misslon. Should an Allied Misslon be dlapatched
nt a later date 1t was posslble that the team would be plpced
under lts commend.

Scele of Alr Support Likely

It was antlclpated that there would be no difficulty in
supplying the tesm's ares with the arme and enulpmant they
reoulred,

Action

Upon Arrival in the Field

The team was to contsct the organlzer Antolne upon 1te
arrivel snd arrange detalls of thelr mission with him,

Ir Withdrawal Should Become Necessary

It it became necessary for the team to withdrsw, further
inetructions would be send to them from SFHQ.

If Captured

The tesm took no cover story wlth 1t to the fleld, If
captured they would be taken as soldiers in uniform performing
their orilnary military duties. Every established law of
warfare would apply to them and they would, therefore, glve

thelir name, rank and serlal number only.
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Information Provided to Tepm
The following information was provided to the team nrior
to its dispatech to the field:
1. Enemy order of tattle.
2. Topography of th= area.
3. Genersl outline of reslstance organizations in the ares,
Firgt Word from Fileld
Tesm Alec announced its safe arrival iln the fleld by
the following W/T mess= ed dated 10 August: (14.)

“Arrived safely. Contacted Colon, chief of maculs
Ducher, Hope to contact Antolne today or tomorrow.
SAS recce party with us, Two rucksacks lost., Hope to get
them today."

Summary of W/T Messagea Exchanged
11 August From Alec (..77)

"Have not yet managed to contact Antoine, Hope
tomorrow. We are esst of polnt Vierzon, Do you want us
to move weat,"

12 Auguet Frem Aleo (741)

"¥Will remaln Colon Cher zone Nord. Germans moving
engt Easslng Loire, Tracy, Cosne, Ambu=ees tonight our
Area,

12 August From Alee (i40)

"Fellx redio useless, Electric installatlons cut.
Send urgently petrol, en-ine, Passing hls message.
What phrase for all out guerrilla actlvity Cher ares."

12 August From Alec (l+7)

"Contacted Antolne. Will stand Cher Zone Nord,
Antoilne wante Jed team ares west Salbrie Vierzon rosd.
Ready to recelve them as soon as posalble on Nectarine."

12 August From Alec (1701)

"All arrangements complete receive 20 8A3S Haggard on
derooges. Will use Haggerd eureka serial 1134. Antoine
wants 2 troops SA8 (1) area between following points -
Toure, Orleans, Vierzon resdy to recelve on Loite (2) East
Orleans Vierzon rosd to hend of Loire snd south Bourges,
the remainder of Haggard."

(1959 £-1415/12 10 Aug 44
(1 C-1537/89 12 Aug 44

) 0-1506/10 11 Aug 44
1
{ ;".:g C-1551/88 12 Aug 44

) C-1539/7 12 Aug 44
<) €-1590/92 13 Aug 44
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13 auguet From 8FHQ to Alec (14:f)

*Agree you stay Cher Zone Nord. Regret impossible
send other Jedburgh team Antoine's are=,"

13 August From Alec (licd)

*From Antolne - Felix temporarily out of actlon,
Albin hee stores men arma. Have given instructlons wher
I saw him having reconnoltred well, Intends withdraw
on me same time as enemy. Will give operator to Le Blanc.
Saw Jed team Chateaumeillant., Little trouble with loecal
men who want sttack in force. B8aw Corps too. Have
fixed things."

13 August From Ales (2%

"From Antolne - Felix temporarlly out of sctizn, Have
contact=d Jed tesm landed Mandarine. Will get on well,
ataff officers Colon in Cher and east rosd. 20 SAS
Haggard received. Want urgently 40 more. Anm dividing
in 3 groups. Send on Banane, Will receive with hesd
lamps. Send men only."

14 Auguet From SFHQ to Alec ( o)

"For Antolne - to prevent wire crossing, nlesse deal
with sll 3A3 matters through Haggard. Latter arranging
reception 8A3 troops. What is wrong with Fellx, Can
he 8till take broadeast. Thanks news Albin. Agree hle
plans. Le Blanc le Plerre Charier who took over from
Etienne. We are out of touch with him and fear he may
heve been arrested."

14 Auguet From Alee (.0}

"Organization Cher, Chef Colon with 1 chef des
manuie sand 4 Lieutensants who commend 4 areess., WNerondes -
250 armed, need arms 230 more. Vierzon - 200 armed,
need, arms 500 more, Bourges unarmed 150; Sancere -

300 armed, need arms 200 more. Total armed 7EC, unarmed
1100. Maouls groups 15 men well organized."”

17 Auguet From Alec (117)

"Enemy convoys pessed here herding in dirsction of
northerly directlon. All rosds damaged. Turning away
men from jolining meauls,”

20 August From Alec (.47

“Boche moving out Cher Zone Nord. Blowing up Bourges,
Maquls on all outskirts Bourges waltlng for moment to
take city over. Enemy moving from north and west through
city but situation indicates that they will pull out today
or tomorrow. Can you glve ue up to date information ermles
movement with reference our posltion and whether we can zo
on with plan to enter Bourges."

C-1161

13 Aug 44 C-1637/71 13 Aug 44
C-1271 14 Aug 44

7} €-1965/18 17 Aug 44
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21 August From Alec (. )

"Situsticr Bourges changed. Oermerns usinz clty =s
egcape route for troops comlng from s-uthwest and weat,
Maguls ambuehing all routes around Bourges. Occupetlon
clty unfessible at moment. Can you send arme and ammunition
Scarabee urgently. Maguls dalnz enormous damage agalinst
Boche using escepe Toute. Arzs ammo shortage hegani-g
acute here,”

£ Au, From 3FHY to Alec | )

"For Antolne - Your Lolret groups should take up
posltione close to Loire with prinrity concentratiors
Glen and Orlears, Tkis to guard armles southern flank,
Frevent infiltration emall Oermar zroups. Oive warrlng
approach stronger fnarces, Army recuire destructisn
tridges at Jlen,"

26 Auguet From Alec (')

"5 men recelved safely. FPlane with marey ked 12
Roman candles, All weapons destroyed, Dln;uot::a wagte,
Need more arms to zuard Army's snuth Flark,

26 Auguat From Alee ( )

"2ridge deatroyed Glen. 3Sancerre bridge only =ne
8till in use, Manpuls holding it in force, FFI liberated
area east Lolre lnclusive La Charite., Oien bridge
blown bty Germens week ago.”

26 August From Alec ()

"FF1 vehicles shot up by our plenes, Have ordered
all vehicles valnted tsctical sigrn © polinted star in cirele,
Have alr forces regerd this,"*

27 August From Watermerk to Yalelock ( )

*Jed Alec agnln reports FFI wvehticles strofed -y our
planes. Haa ordered all vehiclea palnted with flve nolnted
ster in circle. Asks please hs=ve Alr Force regard this."

28 August From Alec (. )

"Situation is fluld, Bourges rosds from eouth and
weat jammed trsnsport. Have cantected loncal A~ericen
12 Corps estetlished lialson., Recelved bazookas,
petrol from Army. 20,000 Sermars expelled Bourges todev,
Alr support urgent, éourges strategically ilmrorsent
gap between armies south closing trafflc this wey."

28 August From Alec ( )

*Maouie groupa opersting in the sres dolng gnod woryx,'

-2349/29 21 Aug 44 C-B6325 25 Aug 44
-2843/11 26 Aug 44 C-2844/13 26 Aug 44
-2BB7/E68 26 Aug 44 C-3217 27 Aug 44
-3073/31 28 Aug 44 C-3074/8% 28 Aug 4¢
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22 Auguat From Alee ()

"Dourges not capturad, 71 all around Sourzew,
Convoya still pasaing frem Bourgeu to Nevers. 4 tralra
arrived at Sourgzes today. La Charite held in force by 53.°

35 Auguat From Alec (1)

"What remalns 2 penzer divisions § and 1l gaaslng
Bourzes-La Charite-Nevers. Rallway Bourges-Nevers
working off and en. Can RAF 2o it, Will =erk with
lights our number 35."

30 August Prom 9FHER to Alee ()

"Please anewer urgently she folleowling aueetisn re the
Loire bridges in your area, First, which tridges can
you orotect or destroy on order fros us. 3eacnd, which
tridzes or tﬂmporar7 crogsslings erected by nexy ere
atill intaet,

21 August From Alec [ )

*Sridges actuslly in uee are La Charite Sancerre
tridgze reross Bourges-evera line. La Charite staunchly
defended =y 93, Wecan vrotect or destroy the Jancerre
bridge - the Aulum tridge nsrtk 3ancerre."

31 Auguet From Alee | )

"From Colsnel Duplin in comzand 23 Half Brigade,
Urgently require radlo personnel fullw
with RAF to obtaln dlrect alr supoort
cperations azalrst Sourges Nevers rosd & Hal’ Er;gn‘e‘

1 3gptezber From Alec ( )

*3end 290 tins of condensed mllk with medical
supplies, Oermane pessing continually on foot froz
Sourges to MNerondes station to take train for Nevers,
Gerzane concentrated at Oszoy."

Septecber From 3FHY to Alee ()

"Blow up Sancerre bridge oref-ra“ly at night, Kaep
us informed resulte, Good luck.®

2 Septepber From SFHQ to Alec (. )

"Alr Force report 3t Solenge too small for lending
Dekotae and Hudson., W1ll drop medicsl supplies via Antoine,
Condengsed milk nuite imposaible, sorry. t 18 now urgent
thet you prevent all German traneport golng eset or
northesat by incressing activitiee ambushes and rall
and road blocks.®

C-3242/59 29 Aug 44 (.) C-3292/15 30 Aug 44
C-3909 20 Aug 44 (o-0) C-3378/97 31 Aug 44
C-3482/10 31 Aug 44 (-177) C-3584/2 1 Sept 44
C-6427 1 Sept 44 (- ") C-4562 2 Sept 44

Pt
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4 Beptester Prom Alee (L2790

"gancerre bridge blown night Septemter 1, Enemy
harassed day ard night Captured German officer with
plsra withdraw 16 Dlvloinn southOrleans area., Have
delivered it to 3rd Arey."

5 September From Alec (-:°9

"Battle yesterdey Lesaixdangillon. 40 Soche killed,
prisoners or wounded, Oxford badly wounded. Operated
on today - doing well - in good hands, Other two acared
but safe,”

7 Septeczter From Ales (..}
“Bourgee literated by FFI today 0900 hours.*

8 September From Alec (---)

"No need ?-- further parachute operations, War over
here. Bourges airdreme damaged slightly will ke repaired
resdy for use Saturday 9 August. Dimensions 151C meters
by 500 meters. _ighting system prepared for night runway
Prepared to r ve adminletrative officers here as
from 3aturday.

8 Septezber From Alee (1)

"Airfield at Bourges attacked, ready to “egln tomorrow
Allled administrative miesion reosuired urgently., Can I
do anything to kelp in meantime, Medlcal services being
organized. Need eoculpment by air. B8ending list tonight.

9 September From Alec (-i:)

"Sourges liberated by FFI. Have contacted Jed Ivor
todsy. MNeeds arms srea south Bourges. Many Boche near
Essodin and Dun. Send Dakotas Bourges Drome during
daylight. Ax handling arms for Ivor."

11 Beptember From Alee (-45)

*Dakotas, 9 Lightininge landed Bourges lsst night.
Atrfield ckay for all planes., Night lendinge, fires
flarnking runways - green light lending - end red light.
20,000 Boches south of Bourges have surrendered to Americs
General in command at Toure. Cher Zone North and South.
now clear,

12 September From Alee (190}

"Have many wounded, Send surglcal supplies for 50
bed hospital. Can take as many Dakotas as you can send.
20,000 Germane surrendering beginning tomorrow marching
north through Cher to Orleans Beaugency Meron Loire, Will

£) C-3795/8 4 Sept 44 4) C-391B/76 & Sept 44
C-4090/101 7 Sept 44 C-4173/74 B Sept 44
C-4184/58 B Sept 44 (1427 C-4327/18 9 Sept 44

C-4460/2 11 Sept 44 (1455) ©-4553/20 12 Sept 44




672
VoL, 4 JULY, AUQUST, SEPTEMSER 13944 JEDBURGHS

eratio T 1 Cont'a

be met there by Americans layinz down arms there, This
means marching through territory liberated by FFI,
Arrange by American Oeneral at Tours. Conseguences may
te dsngerous., Difficult for people to see Jermans sur-
rendered with arms."

12 September From Alec (::3)
"Bomb %roup AAF on Zone 7. Landed safely Bourges,

Minor repairs to shlp. Expect return 13th or l4th, Ir
nct will advise,"

17 September From SFHQ to Alec (...7)

"Conelder that your miseion 18 now completed snd your
team should return England eerliest brirging with them
a llet of addresses of Jed chlef helpers where they can
be contacted later, Get in touch with DMR to take over
your forces. Put all W/T esulpment in safe plece for
later collection end for passage home cantact Majlor
Alastair Hamilton, Hotel Cecll, P-ris, who will make
arrangerzents. Advise us date of departure your circult."

18 Ssptember Fram Alec Caxi)
"Leavirg for Paris 20th, Awslting operstion Oxford.

Antoine wants me stay with him for oeeratlone east., Please
send Dakote promlsed. Badly needed.

21 September From Alec (1:70)

"Send Dakota with medlcal suprlies to Dr Plerre Malgras
at Bourge# during daylight. Malgras rendered grest service
to us end others do this as grest favor. Closzing down
tonight - going Paris tomorrow, Leaving Oxford under
care of Malgras,"

2% September From Yalelock to Watermsrk ()

*Following personnel Hendon 1600 houre 25 September
flight. Captain Thompson or Jed Alec."

Report of Tesm Upon Return from the Figld

Misslon: To accompany a reccnnalssance p-rty of SA3
to Loire et Cher; to provide the link hetween 3A3 end reslestance
groups contacting Ventrilo-quiet (Antolne).

Arrived Ther Zone Nord night of 8/9 August. Met by
chief of FFI., Oropped 60 miles east of area intended in
briefing.

Het Antoine 12 August 1944, Declded to remaln in present

(i)
) C-166/19 18 Sept 44

C-4533/91 12 Sept 44
{1: ) C-737/50 25 Sept 44

7} C-2047 17 Sept 44
©) C-470/26 21 Sept 44
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area to help arm and organize the FFI in that district.

Night of 12 August. First action with Germans moving
east looking for crossings on River Loire, All roads leadirg
to Loire s8 far south as Nevers blocked,

Results 13 August. 10 vehicles and 50 Germans destroyed,

15 Auguat: Accompenied column on reconnalssence of Manuls
groups. Arproximstely 1,200 men armed, divided into 620 Maouis
and 6920 ecivilian FFI 1living in small towns in area, Found 1t
possible to arm mnother 3,000 and sent messsges each day
asking for parachute drops.

From 14 August to 21 Septedber, received arms for mnother
800 men bringing the total armed to 2,000,

14 August: Whole bend of Loire occupled in force by
Germens, Heny different types of units which seemed to have
lost contact with the bulk of the German arcy evacuating
eastwards, These unlts were looking for crossings on the
Loire to go east. Positlon of Americen army to the north
apparently not known by the Germans. These troops were not
well armed and travelline in every type of conveyance in-
cluding bleycles =nd horee drawn vehicler, The Jermane
here came from the ussuth through Bourges, Blerzcn Chaterursuf,
and Portiers from the south and southwest of France. This
movement on thelr part resulted in one thing - Germans were
cornered in the bend of the Lolre, FFI in Cher ambushed
every road with good results, especially on roads lesding
north from Bourgee.

Morning of 18 August bulk of German troops, 16,000,

reaalized thelr situstion and began moving south to cross the
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Loire at La Charite and Nevers. Principal routes used Argent,
Bourges, La Charite and Nevers and all small routes moving
south through Cher to the routes leading to crossinge La Charite
and Nevera. Every roesd in area blocked and extremely good

work done though exact figures are not available,

Night of 19th area cleared as far south as Bourgee and
vwe were able to cast aside the clandestine and come inte
the open, The eame night the Cermans began destroying all
installations of military importance in Bourges. Commsndant
Colomb, Chief of FFI decided to move into Bourges on morning
of 2lst. I sdvieed sgainet it and turned out to be right,

At 1200 hours on tre 2let the eltuation in Bourges had
changed, There Wwere some 5,000 Germans billeted in the ecity
forming a temporary defenelve strong point. It became evident
that the Germans were holding Bourges as the center of =n escape
corridor to the crossings of the Loire, Seversl prieoners were
taken st thls time and units ldentifled, It was evident from
the informatlon that the great bulk of Germans in western and
southwestern France were planning to use thls corridor.

21 August: We regrouped our forcee on all roads approaching
Bourges. Made llaleon with Colonel Benolt (Bertrand) commanding

the lat Reglment of France in the Cher Zone Sud where Jed

1) was located, Colonel Bertrand undertook to
block the two roads leading south from Bourges to Dun, Bourges
to Levet and Bourges Saucolns.

22 August: Oermars hegan to protect convoye with a few
armored cars and light cannon. This was to no avail and manuis
on routes did excellent work killing and capturing an average

of 50 Germane a day.

(41) Bee p 629 thie Vol
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23 Aupust: Movement of enemy convoys on roads continues.
Bourges, commanded by a Lleutenant-General and defense plan
organized to keep roads open to the river crossinge on Loire,

Auguet: Armored German train of seven cars running
on line Bourges, Nevers, shooting up farme snd killing neasants
in the flelds. Road cut by SAS and manuls under command of
Oxford. Traln immobllized for 3 days. Asked for RAF to
come snd bomb 1%t. No answer recelved. Traln now somewhere
east of River Loire.

25 August: Northern area of Cher filled sgain with the
Germane who had moved eset from Orleans, Toure, Vierzon and
Triesnde. Our forces surrounding Bourges hurrled out and
sent north to deal with this situatlocn,

26 August: Cromarty (Thomeon) went across Loire River
by port st Ouzeur Bur Loire and contacted 35th American
Diviglon, While there he met Malor General Eddy. Gave the
3-2 at Corps information of southern flank of 3rd Army. In
return I was glven 17 bazookas and 500 bombe, medicael supplies
and 1,000 gallons of gasoline. Returned scross river on the
£7th with the supplies which we ran through the Germans in
northern srea sll without any enemy interruption,

28 August: Returned sgaln to continue lisison with Ird
Army., The Oerman evacuatlion continued and the whole area
filled. The enemy sppesred lost., At this time General
Patton became worried about this great masa south of the
Loire cnd ordered all bridges to beblown on the Rivere Loire
and Allier. The night of 28 August we blew up the bridge at
Soucerre. I stayed there for the night ae I was unable to
return to our headguarters at Menetou Salon by car due to

the enemy strength. On the 29 August the position was the
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ssme and I finally returned on bleyecle to Menetou, During
these three days some 200 or 300 prlsoners had been taken and
a number of enemy killed,

30 August: The German withdrawal continues. The morning
of the 30th one of the lleutenants of the Maoule, Lleutenant
Jacoues Bourller of Bourges attacked the leading vehicle
a German convoy. He took the car and the ocoupants, drove
down the length of the German convoy 1n order to bring the
informstion to our headnuarters, It was the car of the convey
commander, a German Mejor, This Major had sll the plans of the
withdrawal of the German 16th Divielon from our area to Jer-
many, glving all check polnts, billeting areas snd final
rendezvous, Thle informatlon was passed immediately to 0-2
3rd Army. I don't believe the 16th Division ever got back
to Germany. The night of the 30th Lieutenant Bourlier was
teken prisconer and three days later ghot by the Germana
in Bourges. For this great sct and for the useful information
to the United States Army, I strongly ask for a decoration
for this man. He has a wife and children in Bourges -nd to
them 1t would be the difference between light and dsrk.

31 August: German withdrawal continues:

1 - 3 September: Continual harassing of Germen troops
on all roade with the help of allled fighters who dld great
work on the roads,

4 Septembar: The culimination of our actlvitles agalnst
the Germans tock place in a village called Les Alx Auglllon,
At 1500 hours 1n the sfterncon we assembled our forces ouslde
the town., The forces consisted of 20 maouis and 4 Jeepe of

the French 4th Battallon parachutiste under command of Captain
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Larral, We sent two German prisoners in with a white flag tn
tell the 150 Germans in the town that thelr posltion was hope-
less se all the roads were hlocked, Shortly after the two
prisoners returned with the anewer. The German Commender was
not prepared to eurrender. Captain Larrsl ordered his Jeeps
into the town and the two sections of maguls infiltrated into
the town on the right snd leftflanks. We were with the right
gectlion, The town Was cleared 1n one hour with few cesusltles
to the maouls. The number of Jermans killed wae 40 and 18
prigorers were taken, After the town had been cleared the
force went north to try and clean up the small pockets which
had run out of the town, Cantaln Allot wna with the right
gedtion and I went with th- left. Wh~t went on after wne
A complete mess, Ko one knew whare anyc-ne elaes war, The
maguls are not tralned for this type of wurfare Ilsrcking com-
pletely in eystems of signal and runnere, The remaining
Garmare seattered themselves all over the countryside and
we sttempted to seek them out but with smell success,
Captaln Allot welked into m proup of Germans, was serlously
wounded rnd glven first aid. That night we occupled the towr
rnd made an ~ll round defense system. At 2300 hours the scattered
groupe of Germsna sent up flares to try and locate one snnther,
Gver the next three days they surrendered in smell grouns,
As a result of this we were able to occupy the eity of Ecurges
on 6 September.

6 September: Entered Bources at 1100 hours. The clty
went mad and centinued so for 5 deys. Thst sfternoon I went
to the aercdrome which had been badly bombed and the maln

runway wrich h~d been repalred after tie bosbing had been
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blown up by the Germans. The morning of the 7th had 2,000
workmen on the cement runway, and by the morning of the 9th
the runwey wae completely repeired and resdy to recelve planes,
The morning of the 10th 4 Lightninge arrived out of gee. As
I had found 10,000 gallons of seroplane spirit at a large
airfield, Avord, I wae able to lead them up ~nd send them on
thelr way. One Lightning hed crashed a few miles away, the
pilot wae eafe snd the plane sllghtly damaged. On the 1lth
we recelved o Fortrees badly damsged from flak over the Rhine.
Repalred in 36 houre and filled with ges it went back to
England with the eslvageable parts of the Lightning. After
this parade of alrereft, the RAF at1ll nuestloned the sultablility
of the field for Dakota operetion,

5 Beptember: Moved our forces soutk where there were
still 20,000 Germane. Many scraps with our Group and Sroup
of Jed Team Ivor.

12 September: We were suddenly told that the 20,000
Germans had surrendered to General Macon, Commanding 83rd
Divigion of the 9th Army, and that the Germans would march
north with thelr arms to surrender te the Allied Army nt
Orleans, Besugeury and Mer sur Loire, The prineipel routee
end the largest amount of OJermans were in my aren snd Jed
Team Ivors area, Neither French Commander had been warned
or limsed with. The American General had dealt with a Colonel
Martel in an sares where there were no Germans, Hie jurisdiction
ended with the Indre and these Germans were in the Cher,
Fortunstely after contacting the Germens and the “mericans
we got m postponement of movement for 24 hours in order to

warn the manule in the erea. Had this not been done, I am
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gure there would have been many serious incidents. As a result
of their postponement, the march pessed off with but few
difficulties, though in three occaslons the Germans did their
nlze trick of booby trapping our dead.

There seems Tiret of all to have been s complete lack
of lialson and s complete lack of knowledge of the situstlon
in France., I was told by one American Colonel thst civilians
meming the French, were not sllowed to have arms, and the
ecerrying of arms was illegal, I had to enlighten him on the
fact that Genersl Elsenhower had recognized the FFI as combatant
troope snd that for some 10 months we had been srming theas
people with dmerican snd British arme. However, the Oermans
surrendered snd the whole show passed off, This movement
ended on the 17th,

17 - 21 September: Awalted Dekota operation with
surgical supplies which came on the 23rd. Left for Parie
on the 22nd,

Summpry

The first 10 desys wes clsndestine and from then an over
most of the erea, we were able to open up and use sutomoblles.
After the taking of Montargee by the #merlcan swift advance -
the Germanse began to evacuate from the area, firet the gestapo
and millice mnd then the trocps. Local troops had left by
20 August.

The 2nd phase - Area once agein filled with troops, all
of whom were retresting from the weet nnd south west of France.
These, on the whole, were dlsorganized and mixed with few
offlecera, They lacked informstlion of the bridges on the

Loire most of which had been blown.
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3rd phase. It became evident that Bourges wne the center
of the eecape corridor for the Oermans coming from south and
weat, being able to croees the Loire at La Chante nnd Nevers.
The defense of the city wee nrgenized by a corpe commerder.

4th phase 6 Beptember, the Germans abandoned the nro-
tection of the Bourges corridor ard ran for home. This aseems
ts have been the plen of the 16th Divislonal Commander. Thst
wee the only unit we saw that wee well organized. We caotured
the olene for 1te withdrawsl into Germany. Thle wae immedistely
dispatched to 3rd Army.

5th phase. Sourgee cleared and Germans in west, south and
southwest abandoned, On 12 September, 18,000 Qermans sur-
rendered, having glven up sll hope of return te Germeny.

This Group had come frem the Pyrenees, presumably the last
troops 1n the genersl evacuation,

Unfortunately my mlesion wne a month too late. The area,
though orgsnized, had much room for lmprovement. Much de-
pended nn the cholee of under officers, which in my estimete
were bad., Hed we heen there s month or two esrller they could
herve been regulated, for these wer~e men who with m 1little
training could have made good officers. It wee really too
late to start cadres when we got there. But all tie misesion
waB not a fallure for we were able to get arme end supnlies
for the sdvancing srmles.

Contact with Hesdguartere

Communications: Excellent throughout,

Reactions from Home H3. Slow snd incomplete. Shortly
after my arrival it hecame evident that we were not going to
recelve much asslatsance from London, Meses =8 were n-t arawered

and often when angwered were 4 or 5 daye lste., Fortunately
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my migsion was able to make contact with 3rd Army north of the
Loire, The first contact made wee on the night of 23 August
with 35th Divislon which had advanced units at Ouzuer sur
Loire. Then fortunately I met General Manton 3, Eddy, Com-
manding 12th Corpe, whom I knew. In return for informaticn
concerning 3rd Army's southern flenk I wee glven offer of material
for our forces socuth of the Loire. J3rd Army gave me 17
bazookas the first in the area, and 500 bombe, medlcsl
supplies -~ first in the ares and bedly needed and gesoline

to keep the moblility needed for ambushing the Germans on the
rosde. The Bazookas proved thelr usefulnese the next day

and eontinued good work untll the lpet German was cleared

frem the area.

Once lislson had been esiablished it was kept up and
Any information concerning the enemy posted to them rather
than London. This was especially true of alr targets of
which there wers many a8 the rosde were contlnually Jammed
with German traffic moving east, The alr cooperatlon worked
successfully.

In all there seemed to be a lack of interest on the staff
at this end, a mechinery too small for the large Job undertaken
ar a leck of tralned personnel handling the verious circulte,
We reallzed the situstion and felt that the only remedy would
have been to get teams in earlier nesrer D-day even though
supplies were not forthcoming. This would have glven time to
complete organlzation and form cadres to trein the maoguls for
wer, Coming so qulckly with 8o many teams at once overwhelmed
an orgenization that wae used to handling a very few teams,

If thie 18 tried sgaln in another theater, I feel these points
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will be valuable, With or without arme, the Jeds were and
could have been a great succese had they been put in sarlier
and spread over a longer space. A strateglc role rather than
a tacticsl role was their real purpose and use.

The alr forces did a good job on the whole - though I
had one Liberator with 12 contalners, none of whose parachutes
had opensd. The parachutes remained ln thelr bags. Apparently
the crew had forgotten to attach the ststlc lines, resulting
in all arme and ammunition in 12 containers being completely
Aastroyed.

Financial Statement

Lieutenant Thomeon and Staff Sergeent White

Personal use 250,000 Fre
Left with Captain Allet in hoepital

8t BOUPEES ==-=-ccmmcmmmcmmme e e 100,000
Spent for food, lodging and travel during

our atay of 2 months in fleld —---e--- 45,000
Returned ----ece—ceeeea-- --=-- 105,000

Additiconal Report

For Antolne ——---cmecccemmcamcccsa ===
For team UBE ===—=====-mc—mom=———ame

Gave FFI
Stolen from car on 25 August

Returned —===—----==mcccocomamc==cmaaa=






