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Operations, Team Alastair

TF"U? ALASTAIR

: e db \1:rgh t-eem .•18st:.ir w~.s the forty-sixth J '~dburgh team

t o be dispatched to Fr E-.nce r r oe the :rn i t ed Kf ngd om,

~~embers of Team

~~ej or O. H. ? rown (":1ritish), c ode n ame "Kent"

Cep t a Ln (then Lf eu't en r.rrt ) R, t ~ f.~t:" '~ \Fn'r.c~; ,

coae n e...me "Donegall"

Se r-ce r-n t G. N. Srnith ('9ritish), code n eme "Lincoln"

E f. to .~ich Di sp c t ched

Te eI::. AlsstF:ir 'IH, 9 d.isp atched on the ni ght of ,4 /:::5 .:..ugust

t o the '7o s ges r-eef.on of ?ronce.

Purpose o~ },!laslon

'I'e em Al pst t.ir wc e r,eln ~ df s p r t.ch ed to r.as I s t in t h e or-g an-

ization of the FFI ; t o provide r.dd d t.Lon e I :::::.e e.ns of' 1eliverir.g

s t or es to the :ITI; fnd t o provide en 3.dd1ti:nr:l Lf nk bet.ween

Lon do n and the 7FI groups . Tht;y were t o co n t.cc t Flbnete

upon arri v1 ng in the f ield.

" i r s t i¥or d from the Field

Th e f ollowll, g , i/'~. raeas age dr .t. ed 1 3e ptember was th e first

word from Alostair £:tter arrivt.l in the fleld ~ :

"Re~ret silence. ocnt.e ct.e c Planete. v.or&b good •
..1.rms nil. PI Lon s a follows ..• CF. n t ck e ov er de pe r tment
w1th sufficient arms . Send 3 e i rc r f:i' t t o 14 gr-ounds
I night . ~ ! omes o r grounds to foll ow. "

3Ur.mary of }.~ess f.;.ges Exch f,nged

1 Septen:ber Fror.:. Al ustalr \

tt'J.lve 51 ~nr, 1 f or gene ro. l r Ls Lng , 'rel l s ur-co wor k
through FF1.·

1 Se ptember 'er-om Alost eir

"';{ill seen Plan~te ebou t, 59 men ;"

''1flr :>iLry, ',' 0 1 3 , ~

C-35~2 /11 30 .•ug 44
, C- 3 579 / 34 1 jep 44
I '; -:3580/ 21 1 Se p 44
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Operat ions , Teem Alastair (Cont 'd)

4 September ?r om Al e s t e l r (

"Send 5g men on ground 1i.otetlon. At aeme time s end
arms to e l l other grounds. "

4 September ?rom Al astair

"Send arms . TOI:lorrow will libera te whole dep artment,
de s t roy e s c aping a cc a e • Se nd 1 71ck er s t o eac h groun d . "

4 Se ptember Frot:. 5FH~ t o J..lestelr \

"As k A,merlCScD a rmy t o supply you wi th arm s end f:lDJClun l ­
tieD t ek en t rolIi t he en emy;"

4 September FrOCl. A.lastair \

" Dayli gh t oper ation a l r ea dy ea r ee d by Planete on 5
gr oun ds fo nd numbe r of pkanea ug r-ee d • l.~ust t a ke plene
iYednesdey I) September. ,'ia will t ek e ove r de pe r-tmen t, on
Thursday . Please ea v t e e a c t i on t ak en ."

5 September F'r O::l Al estair :

"I t' yo u did no t i n tend to give us co y suppor t wh y did
you send us. Ther e ar e no xner-re en e he re s o c an ge t DO
arm s £.t a l l. For ccae s ak e do s an e t hing ."

6 Septerr.ber l"roc SFH~ t o Alesteir (

" Due to c i r cums t an c e s end r-e uacna beyond our control
it is impo ssible to send you oper- e t I on a e t present. Planete
was notified . Opera t ions st i l l on p r og r-emme bu t we do not
kno w when t hey will t eke p I r c e , Sorry . "

7 september Fr om Al est£ir ;

" ':lho1e dep er-te eu t, re 6.dy. ·,'1111 no w fi ght wi t '!:l. out arms .
25 ,000 orgeni ze d ermy . "

9 Sep tember 7rom A1 6st ~lr (

"3i tuation very dl fflcul t . Heve los t everytb 'ln~ exc ept
whe t we stend up i n . Bcch e burnt t erm in whi ch Wfl S e l l ou r
s t u f f . Hun very f.ot ive . Y.e.quls hcve not eno ugh .e rme t o
defend t.hemae I ve s with . Pleese s end a t least s omething now . "

10 sep t ember Fr em Al flst ti r (

"T r eins of t an ks af gn e Lked line ~ln€ l St Di e to day
or t omorrow. Send a i rc r tlf t. ~oche in po s seaat cn of groun d
Che t l l a i n . ..

- -- ---- -- -----
C- 3789/ 3
C- 645 9
C- 3 90 1/32
C-4088/24
C- 4383/27

4 Sep 44
4 s ep 44
5 Sep 44
7 sep 4 4
10 Sep 44

C-3 792/6
C- 3 788 / 19
C- 6488

I C- 4297/27

sap 44
Sep 44
Sap 44
sep 44
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operbt ions, Te6m Al a stc..ir [Con t t d ]

11 s ep tember From 9FHQ. to Ales teir (

"Urgen t fr an amer t cen Army . Request t h a t bridges
Mosel le between cna rmee end Epi nal inc I us i ve be pr ea erveo .»

11 September From SFEQ to A18st~:1r (

" -;ood news , .'3t ar t i ng 'pues dey n Lght fo r you en d Ro t e-.
tion 3 e t r-pj.enes on e ech o~ fo llowing grounds - j-Leche ,
CoupoLe I Ber- Lf ngot, I Ba r-aque , Sd ec Le , Re s t eur ent , xne tomt e ,
Se Lt.Lmbenque , creves s e , Se r -bfch e , Donon and r/irli t on.
HevLng s ome equd pmen t r cr you sent from l1E65 . ' Take good
no te of Ch at eLe Ln , send us urgent coor dinetes e sked for
in our lest mes s age , Doing ou r damned best t o help you . "

12 September From Alastcir

..Ar e e. full of Boc he , es pec ielly Remf r emont , 'I'enka
end vehicles we ll c emouf I nge d under trees on r-e ed ste tion
to t.own , P 'l e e s e borab ;"

13 september Pr-om ;~l r:.stl:ir (

"Send arms for grounds mentioned es soon e e possib l e,
Use 'q'9C ph r-cse so t.t.t ee • :iill send c oo r-dfn c t.e 300n other
grounds e s soon r.e po es Lb;e , Liaison difficult co nfined
to ·.... rLk Lng , Soche everywhere . ~.~ &.y be c on t empLet.Ln g defense
of ~.;oyelle between Spf.ne L end Bus aeng , 'gew~re _·.,c k ;,ck
~inljl en d arches . :>0 not send equf pmerrt yet . .~ll we
wt.n t is uniform , wt,lking kit , muee t t.e beg , boots, s Leep fng
b e g I c e r-bLn ee , cu t.ome t.Lc s I kn I ve s e n d emmo;"

15 S~ptember Fr-om A.lo.stEir {

" qr-oun de for wh ich you wen t ed c oor-dfn et.e s c re reserved
rcr Alsece . .l e do no t know them . Ground Rota t ion is com­
promised. Send ar-ms urgently ground Pe r-f'ec t.u r-e ; "

16 Se ptember Pr-om Ah ..e t.e d.r- ~

"Hold up oper-e t .tona Chetelain until conf'Lr-med , Oe.rmena
ette cking them tomo rrow . Ai rcraf t would be usefUl. "

19 5ep t en:ber From 'SFHi. to Alestf: i r (

"Send Ing ops on Anatomie I Bar-b Lche I Be r Li ngot; end
»e r-eque t on i ght. ONe do nat know when nener e j LeClerc enter
your district. -,H l l not be e bLe t o serve S:hfJtel Lin an d
Lorgnette f or t h ey er-e not homo yet . Aga in get in touch
wi t h uot.e t Lon urgen t."

19 september From Alastai r

"Ur gen t send arms for 400 men t o Chat.e LaLn end for 600
men t o Lorgnette i mme di at e l y . ·'lill then Ii be r et e valley
eeat remorre- a er -een t r • Please advise us when General LeClerc
wil l enter th is district. ,ViII e t t eck 24 hours before. "

- - - - - - - ---- - ---- -- - -_._--- -,_._ ._- -- - _._- _.-

0-1167 11 sep 44 0-1111 11 sop 44
0 - 4574/72 1 2 Sep 44 C- 4682/42 10 3ep 44
0 - 4862/80 1 5 Sep 44 0-41/10 16 Sep 44
C-2325 19 3eP 44 0 -237/26 1 9 Sop 44
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Opera t i on s . Te em. A.last eir (Cont' d)

19 September From Alas t air (

"Many Rue a f e ne amon g de rendf n g troops . Hill s u r ren­
de r to Amer -tc ena but not t o Fren oh troops . ce n y ou d r op
leeflets tell1np; them t o do so.

20 s epte!l".b er From 3FHq, t o Al a s t d r (

"All s e t t o dr op le aflet s on Russ f en a , Gi ve us
e xact position wher e these would do most good."

24 s e ptember From SFHQ. to Al as tb i r {

"Je d t e em J eccb redu ced t o Cf:lptt in Oou gh , Is Ln
no r -th e us t o f s t nie wi t h Maxi muM, ch ief op e r-egf on • Have
no n ews fo r o ve r tl week from t h em (, 8 r-eg I on is i nfested
with Roc he. Maquis t.he r -e ere srot' l l g r ou ps of 200 . .Ted
Jim i s in you r er-eu a t th e mi l l at :Uoycs . "

2 5 se p-te nb e r Pr -om '3 FH~ to ,l.1cst1 ir (

"Cbrry on whi ch Cep t .eIn Banb ur-y sinc e mkas I on looks
good. As lone D S you f eel y ou can be r e al help to h i m,
c e r-r -y on Ol I ve r. "

26 5 ep terr.ber zr-om Al o.stliir (

ffl:e s i s t !.ncp. ee s t Cor er-e» EpLna L '111 t h ex cept ion o f po s ­
s ible wor-poy , 600 in er-e e 31;:11es be lieve d t o be i n ,I/T
commun i oa ti on wi t h London. P'le ese c ommuni c e ta the f ollow­
i n g orders - r t r s t. , 't -te t th ey r e crui t 50 men c ap able o f
guldin~ Ai ll e d ur-mi e s t o Oe rme n bor de r; seco n d , that they
s plit group i nto df epcs f t Lons of 30 ; t h i r d , t ha t they do
no t a t t eck unt i l o rde r e d to do so . Ou r ,..eork no w r Lnt shed ,
In t.e n d re turn L011 d on i tr.me di l'te l y . "

Report of '!'e em Upo n 1eturn f rom t he ""ie ld - 24 ·\ugus t to 26 3e ptembe r

Missi on. To cont ec t Col o ne l Mexf mum end wor k under

his orde rs with t .hc maqu d s i n the or-eo no r-the e at of .s t . Die en d

po ss ibly in Al scc e •

.2!1.e~. .Ie were origi n r-l ly e Le r-t.e d or. f:l Augu s t · nd a rrive d

i n Lon don on 11 Augu st where we were h an ded over t o Lieutenant

.re at.In , our brie fi n g o f fic e r . He , in h is t .urn , h ended us o ve r

t o Li.eut.enerr t Der-eng e r- wh o gcv e us e very f ul l br i e f i ng on the

a r ea o f St . "91e e n d de s crip tions o f t h e v a ri ou s mcquf e whom we

li kely t o mee t in t ho t ur -ea end the ir s t c t .e of ! r mament

whi ch WL.S virtu(~ll y nil. se were e Leo given th e p es ewo r-d ,

C-243/12 19 sop 44
A-7g 24 s ep 44
A- 244/38 26 Sop 44

C-2f)12 20 sec 44
A-g1 25 Se p 44
":Ia r Di a r y, 1.'01 3 , P
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Operations I Teem ",lastclr (Cant I d)

should we be, by en y chenoa. dropped ewey from the reception

com..n l t t ee ,

de were first e Ler-ted to go on 1 2 :.ugust but just a s we

were -:ettlng into the c ur- the cpe r-nt.Lon W f .S cnnc e Lke d for that

nll1)1t. ",'e e c t.u nLky did not get bwe y until 24 .\ugust hr-vfng

D1l'.ln ep;ed t o ~et on e f oot 1n the plene on 2:3 .cugu et , The reason

for our do l oy '0'1,,9 g i v en two-fol d: -

(1) Th llt Jedbur~h te fJm .racoc , who WI: S sup posed t o be

l "yln~ on e recepti on for us h ud encoun t e r ed trouble en d we'r-e I

In rr.c t , hevLng e b r ttle on our prop osed dropping ground . (

(2 ) ThAt, "S yet, the chiefs 1n n .e region h l"tl, not e er-eed

on the d.. t c a t' our '·r r l vp.! n or given us u d r o pping po i n t . ;ie

re ceive d no further b r-L e r Lng , e i t he r ns t o chtnge of dropp i ng

~roun d o r ch r.nge of missi on I -nd on the morning a t' 2~ ,. ug u s t

I went ov e r to !l.'FFI He udquer -t. e r-s where I discovered thLt

hs. d 1'; c omp l e t e l y new dropping ground 30 kilometres t, 0 the west

of the one on whi ch we were pr e v iou s l y to ht ,ve been dropped •

..cs it t ook .me the best p a r t ot' tw o hours t o glean over. t his

merv-r-e Int'or:rwti on I an d n o time t o check up on wher-e our missi on

h r-d b e en che.nge d to, and proc eeded t o the a e r odr ome (Htlr r i ne:ton ) .

The only pers on ne l whose n ames we wer-e given on the ot h e r side

'....ere (b) Pf.nne t.c , t he :J.},~.:1. of the sreu, an d (b) Colonel r,~flximumt

whose j ob was not g l ven us.

!)ispotc~~~.At:~i.-!~. te t ook o !'t' f r an: :1vr :rln e;ton a e rodrome

p t 2059 h ours on 2 4 .rugua t , a f t e r u :!'Else st rJ:'t on the Ej rd .

~efore dep r rture hed a g r-e e d with the p i l o t the o r de r o f drop-

p i ng whfch Wf'S · ,,: s "o Lj owa s

1st ~I un: ::ont f.!.ners, :5 memb ers of 'th e te :!!:!. en d 2

pe r s ona l pae ke ge s ,

2nd :~un : "Ieme Inde r- o f the p nc k egeu ,

) p thi s vo Lume
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Operations, Te Am Alastair {Oon t t d )

The ne vf g e tor- then showed u s the ro u t e we were to fol l ow

an d t he g r ound on whi ch we would be dr o pp e d. and informe d us

t hat we sh ould be drop pe d at 101 0 hour s. The disp atch er then

went over the whole o f the dr il l wt th us an d we wer e e ven t ue lly

a i r bo r n e in greet s pirits.

Th e pi l o t ar-r-Lve d over the droppin g ar-ea e't excc t Ly the

time he SAid he would. se w t h e lights st r e ight aw",¥ I an d we

commence d dr op.ping on the fi rst run.

The dro pping did no t t ake pl ace qu i t e e a sche du l ed . cep -.

t e t n Maf t.r-e , who WA S No • 1 , un ro r-t.un ...t ely he s Lt e t.ed bec ause h e

s e Ld he s ew th e c on 't c f ne r-s going past t he ho l e jus t a s t he df s -.

pe t.cher- aed d "'}o" ! The dispa tcher t hen ga ve h Lm t hr e e mor-e " Oos " ,

which I do no t th ink h e hea r d 1' 3 it wa s n ot un til I g ave hin: a

k i c k tha t h e r-ee Ll y r-e e Lf ze d he h e d to go t end t.u en jum pe d. This

meant; t .hat; i t we s impossible t o j ump more then c up t.e r n Kaf t.r-e

r.n d Sergean t Smi th on the fi rst r un J e nd I W&S he ld beck for t he

s e co nd r un , Th is, un r o r-tune t e Ly , c eus e d me to h eve e ve·r y bed

dr-op , Th e p i lo t , be l l e v i ne t h ct he only h ud pe c k r.ge a le f t Ln

t h e p Lene , c eme down t o wha t mus t heve be en a bou t. 40 0 fe et en d

did not de - c.cce Le t-at.e nt. e l l in dropping, t h e r e s ult be i ng t.h e t

I got e co n at de rr .bLe. bu r r e t dng , bo th r eet. in t h e rig~i ng line s ,

an d t ook a numb er of pe n e Ls out of the chu te . One o f t he mequ La

who V/[lO running to ns aLs t me , at t he Le st moment t in orde r to

a vo i d me , Lay t'La t on his a t oma ch , whe r eupon I au t r r the r h ee v i Ly

on h im , e ev dng my self 8 con e l d er-cb Le emount or d Lecomr or-t , bu t

rendering h im unconscious for two duys ,

The plane on ly meneged to ge t 3 othe r p uckog e s ou t ,..,i th roo'

fin d even t.u eL l.y droppe J t he who le of the Load i n four s t icks .

would li ke he r e t o express our gr-nt.Lt.ud e fo r ( 8) the ex c e llen t
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Ope r a t i ons , Ta an Al a s t a i r (Con t 'd )

way in which we we r e t rea ted a t the ae r od r ome, an d ( b) the

e xc e l lence of t.he crew on t he ope rat ion . We a l l ha d coe pj.e t e

conr t c enc e 1n t he d i s pa t c he r and t he pi l ot dro pp ed h ie load

in f our r un s a nd ea ch t i me came s t r a ight over the ligh t s a nd

dropped the first packa ge d e ad ov er the c e n te r light. The

r-e e uj t of this wa s t he t ever yt hi ng i n the pla ne was f oun d in

6. c i r c l e of 250 ya rd s d i ame t e r .

Hece ot l o n . The r ecep t i on was a bo u t the mos t frigh t e ning

t hi ne tha t on e co uld ev e r e xp e r ience . As I s t a r t ed :n.y descent ,

no t iced Lf t t Le ligh t s a llover the p l a c e and 8 no ise which

am s ure co ul d be he ard a t l e a s t 8 k ilomete r a WE:y . I t t ur ne d

out t ha t we had been r e ce i ved. by a rece pt i on commi ttee or 500

men , .....hic h was a maqui s whi ch ba d only tee n eom i t ae o t he nigh t

be ro re i n t he expe c ta nc y of rec eiv i ng suf f ic ient a r ms f or the

whol e t,r oup on the n i ght we were dr-op pe., • Al l tha t t.hey ac tua l l,y

r e ce i ved was "he conten t s of t he 12 c on ta ine rs i n our pl a ne

.....h i c h wa s a ridiculous l oa d -- 8 c onta i ne r s of sabotage e qui p-

ment a nd 4 cont a i ne rs of a r ms . Th is s i t ua t i o n W13S f or a ll a

pre t t y poor sta r t a s t he y hac been l e d t o e xpec t by the RBC

me s s a ge t hat the r e would be t wo a i rcraft a r rivi ng t hat night

on that g round wh i ch they co nf iden t ial ly e x pec t ed would be ful l

of a rms, a nd to r e ce i ve 8 co nta ine r s of sabotage e quf ceent

whi ch , to say t he l e a s t , were only a da mn nu i s an ce , a nd on l y

conta iners of arms, d id no t inc r ea s e t he i r co nf idence in the

peopl e who we re c oming to he lp t hem . .ha t he ppe ne d t o t he

ceccnc pLane wh i ch was s up posed t o dr op on ou r gr ound I do no t

kn ow. I t le f t 6 minut es be f ore us wi t h a Fr en ch officer on

boa rd a nd 12 co nta i ne r s ; but if L'; d Iu a r r i ve an ywhe re , i t

cer t a i nl y d i d no t a r r i ve on our ground . llowe ve r , a pl a ne d id

arr i ve wh ich dropped 10 SA£ who wer-e s uppos e d t o ha ve been
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Ope rat ions, Teem Alasta i r (Cont 'd )

d ropped on 8 groun d 25 ki lometers away . It wa s a lso supposed

to have d ro pped 24 c ont a i ne r s fo r the maqu16. bu t t he s e were

no t dropped.

Immedia t e ly after lend ing we were t a ke n to 8 nea rby fa rm

where we were given some t h i ng to eat and dr ink. Here we met 8

Commandant Et i enne who turned out t o be t he Ad j ut a nt to Com-

mandant Li d i e r , who wa s the depar tmen t al cm er . The onl y res -

s on f or hi s pr e s e nc e on t he g r ou nd was t ha t , be ing 8 new ce qu I s ,

he wan t ed to s e e that t he y did no t make 8 co mpl ete bungle of

the t hing.

vnen all the containers bad bee n co l l ec ted end put i nto t wo

t r uck s, we pr oc e eded wi th t hem and t he mequ t s t o a nea r by wood t

he v Ing asked Et ienne t o put us i n t ou ch with t he Depar tmen t a l

Chicf a t t he ea r li e s t oppor tunity . I n conver-eewton wi t h Et i enne

we di s c ove red that t e am Ja cob ha d a l r eady gone ot f wi t h Col o ne l

MaxImum on the mission for which we ha d or ig i na l l y been br i efed.

He a l s o t ol d us t ha t the whole depar tment was in process of

being or ga n ized i nt o fighting groups and , ha v ing l ost ou r o r i g i -

na l mi ss i on we dec ided t hat t he be s t pl a n was t o work wi th tbe

Lep a r tme nta l Chi e f . woul d like to s t a t e he r e t ha t i t wou l d

ha ve he l pe d us co ns i de ra bl y had ....e t e e n told by London t hat

Commandant Li d i er and Commanda n t Et ienn e d i d , in r e c t , e x i s t .

h c c o.:npll s h=le n t o f Ta sk . At, 7 o 'clock on 25 Aug us t we

were c on tac t ed by the leader of t he maqut s t o whic h we had

be en d r o pped . :/e c ha nged in t o civilian c lot he s and we r e tra ns ­

por t ec in a n ope n t r uc k wi th no pa pe rs into the t own of Ramt e r ­

villiers where we we r e d i v ided i n t o two , ce pt. a I n Y:aitre s t a y i ng

a t one hous e and Se r'g ea n t ~m1th and myse l f at a no the r , where we

were t o awa i t a 11ai s on with Commanda nt Li d i e r . Th is t i me we

were s l igh t l y handica pped a s, owi ng to my d r o pp i ng a cciden t , I
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Ope r a t i ons I Tea m Al a s t a i r (Ca n t ' d )

wa s un a ble to walk for t he f i r s t t wo da ys.

Th i e, maqu f s to whi ch we had boen d r o pped f a nd who were

do i ng liaison d uties for us f were extreme ly careles s I and 8S

t here were qu i t e 8. la r ge numbe r' o f collabora t or s i n the town ,

including one i n the house next door t o us e nd one in the house

oppo s i t e , I was not at a l l happy about ou r pos i t i on and on t l"..e

s eco nd aay I insisted t hat we we re reev ed s omewhe r e e lse , as

qui te 8. lot of people were beg i nn ing t o kn ow of our presenc e

eve n i f t he y did not know who we we r-e ,

;'/0 moved that night to St . Be no i t t an d l earned l ater t he

f ollowing mor n i ng t hat the Ge r mans ha d s e nt a pa t r o l to s e a r ch

t he ho use. j'ie sta yed a t ~t . Beno it for a fu rthe r t wo day s .

Th i s t1Jne we were i n a n un used hou s e in t he oid.dle at t he vil-

l a ge I s t uck in one r oom with t he blackou t up which we coul d

not r emove e ven by da y because it would ha ve s hown that so me ­

body was in occupat ion . At the end of t h i s time we were any ­

t h ing but a t the t op of our f orm, ex pecially s i nc e r e ports were

coming in all t he time that t he German s wer e r einf orcing the

district.

On the co rn tng of t he 5th da y we were moved a ga i n , t his time

to a hou s e at :,foussOUX, 8 villa ge nea r EpIn a Le f wh are we were at

l a s t t o ha ve c on tac t wi th Commanda nt Di d i e r. As 8 .ae t t.e r o f i n t e-r-

est , we had a bit of l uc k on t h i s r un , I ha d noti c ed t ha t when

we s ta r t ed t he re wa s a cons t eere me numbe r o f Ger man troops on

t he r oads a s we went by, a nd I p l e ad ed wi th the dr ive r to go 85

fast 85 he coul d . Just so u t h of Rambervilliers we passed an other

truck and a bo ut a k i l omot er and a ha lf be hind that we went t-hr-ough

a German co ntrol post . At this t i me we were s t i l l without pa pe rs ,

The truck be h i nd us wh i ch we ha d passed was s topped by the c on­

trol pos t a nd a ctually we were the l a st veh ic le 1n t he de pa r t me n t
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to go through a con trol pes t unchallenged.

Atter our arrival on the tarm at Moussoux we met COmml!lDdant

Didier I Commandant Et Lenne and several of tlB leaders of the

various maquf,s in the department. At the conference with Com-

mandant Ldd Ler I outlined the following plan to him which he

accepted: -

(1) To have a concentrated night dropping operation where

we would serve 14 grounds w:lth 3 aircraft all on the same night.

The reason behind this was that the Ger-cens had now reinforced

the area quite considerably and we did not want to have dropping

operations night after night and thus enable the Boche to concen­

trate his forces against a single maqufa ,

(2) Not t o increase the strength of any of the present

maqu Ls and, in fact, to send back those unarmed men who could

return home for the moment. ;,,11 effectives were to be warned

that they were to stand by and that they would be called out to

the maquf s according t o t he number of arms which were dropped on

their particular ground.

(3) That, after t he night dropping had t a ken place, the

armed men should then be placod in the neighborhood of the day-

light dropping points to act as a protecting body.

(4) 1'0 call for the daylight operations which had a Lr-eady

been agreed between Planete and London.

(5) After t he daylight operation , to callout all the FFI

and start general guerrilla activities 48 hours after the day-

light dropping.

The completion of s t a ge (tl) of the pl a n would have left us

with an effective of 25 , 000 armed men. The pl a n as regards the

3 members of the team was t o leave Captain ze rt.re at the farm to

act BE intermediary between Commandan t Didier and myself.
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Se r -gea nt Smi t h and myself were t o be accommodated in separate

f a r ms clos e to e ach other on the ed ge of the r o r -eet nea r El l oye s .

Th i s p l a n, howev er , ha d t o be a ba nd one d e e , du r i ng the co n f e r ­

en ce I an ag e nt l ia i son ha d warned us tha t t he Boche were wat ch ­

i ng t he a r e a , an d t he e ve ning be f ore Le r-gee n t urr;l t l: end :: t-ad

:;'l: ft I s orne bod y s uddenl y C8.r:l8 in an d said that the Germa ns were

ac t ual l y wa t c hing the f arm itse l f. Unde r the c i rcumstanc e s we

de c i d ed tha t it wou l d be bes t fo r t h e 3 of us t o l eave as c u t.c kLy

as poss ible I and the ne w arrangements wer e tha t Cap ta i n ve rcr e

s ho ul.d now go to the mi l l at El.Love s while Se r -ge a n t. ;"ml t h a nd I

st i l l he ld t o ou r or i g inal pl an. Bef'ore we l e f t t he fa rm we ha d

ou r fir s t radio oo ramunLca t. Lo n with Lo ndon , out l in i ng the pl a n we

had made a.t t he co nfe r e nc e. Dur i ng t he journe y from t he f a rm t o

t he area of El loyes there was o ne i ncide nt which wa s a good war n -

Lng to us. 'Se had to use the bridge at J e rmeufL, a nd as I wa s

r a ther suspic ious that this br Ldge wou l d be guarde d , an d s ent the

g u ide over the br :1:dge f i rs t a nd told him t o r eturn if it wa s not

g ua rded . If i t wa s g uard ed he was to cont i nue on h i s way and we

wou ld swim across our s e l ve s l a t e r . He c ame back and the f our of

u s cros sed the bridGe, Cap t a i n tI".a it r e a nd Ser-ge a n t. [:mi t h having

t he r ad io s et on the ir backs . ";/e notic ed a building ~ U8t t he

other s ide of t he br-Ldge a nd I i n quired of the g u i de what th i s

v 8 5 , a nd he t o l d me t ha t t h is was the loc a l Ee t unn.ne t and also

informed me that t b e gu a rd wa s i nsid e. J u s t 8 S we got t o t he

o t -her- s i de of t he bridge we hea rd somebody c ome do wn 8 pa t h a nd

a German o f f i cer wi t h a g i r l fri e nd pa ssed 5 yard s i n f r ont of

u s . I quo te this i nc Ide n t main l y f or the l es s on that it t a ug trt

us , whi ch W.'-I 5 ne ver t o be l ieve an ythi ng what t he members o f the

Res i stan ce told us f rom the poin t of view of dan ger . Tt e y a r e s o

used to s eeing the Ge r mane all over the place t hat they f'os ge t
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t t-a t , whereas they t hemse l ve s ca n pa s s without t roubl e , 3 odd

people , Done or whom. have pa pe rs, one or whom cann ot spea k

French , end t wo or whom hav e wireles s s e ts on their bec j -s ,

cannot pass qui t e so 8asily.

Having arrived at our various abodes, the time pass rea son-

a bly quietly for a week a s we were waiting f or a reply f rom

Londo n as to our pl ans . The f irst an swer wh i ch we re ceived wa s

tha t i t was impossible to send us a ny t h i ng by nigh t - in t he

wor ds of t he t e l e g r a m - " owi ng to unfo re s e e n c Lr-cums t.encea e nd

s i tuations t e yond o ur cont r o l. " iVe tben re ce i ve d a mea sege t o.

say t hat t he daylight operation s were no ..... ca neelle d owi ng to

t he fact t hat Pka ne t e bad no t cccpj .fed wi th SO:!l8 of the condi ­

t i ons under which t be op e r ations wouId be undertake n . By t h i s

time , the area was extemely hea v ily occupied by the Germans .

The y bad s t opped all civilian motor transpor t, it was imposs ible

to travel by bioycle because you were marely s t oppe d by B Ge r ma n

soldier a nd the bicycle pinc hed . and we were t he r e f o r e red uced

by moving by t oo t. which meant tha t liais on wi t h t he dep8 r t me ota l

c h ief ce ase d altogether and we be came compl etely out of touc h

wi t h a l l the de pa rtmenta l c h i e f s. I s till hoped at the t ime t.o

be ab l e to r -ega In cont a ct, with t be d ep a rtmental ch i ef Bod ther e ­

t ore f or 8 wee k d id nothing as regard s organ i z ing t ha t pa z-t I cu-

l ar area f or f e a r or being at ve r Lan ce with the t>l a Ds of t he

whole depar tment. Dur Lng th Is t i me Capta i n Mai t r e had mana ged

to i ns t all h i mse l f in Bl loyes and wa s te.ken on t he str e ngth of

t he village. Thi s meant tha t hi s s afety in t he village wa s as ...

sured but, on the ot he r band, had the inc onv enience of meaning

that he cou ld not leave t he village tor any co ns i d er a bl e time t

which mean t that, henceforth. nt e onl y us e wa s t he t of Lte t e on ,

wh ich he.d c eased . Se r -ge a nt; ~ml th a nd I howev er , owi ng t o being
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in ou tlying d i s t r i c t s and also to t he tact ttat Se rgea n t Smi t h

could no t s pe a k: French, were virtually 1n biding . The Ge r mans

Bt t his tl~e s t a [' t ftd. s e a rching in various place s aa they had 80

i dea t hat :3 at us were somewhere In tbe area, J.his mesDt that

our method or living was to sleep at t he te r m, but to leave it

a n bour be fore dawn. remai n in the t'ore st d ur i ng t he dey ",n4

r e t u r n an hour a f t e r Qar k. At times, when we he d r ea so n t o be -

l i eve t hat tbe aeree ue wer e c on e tder-Ing search ing i n the ni gh t

85 we l l 88 du r i ng t~e day . we ha d. t o spend t t:e wnot e n ight e ue ,

One inc i de nt t he r e wh ic h ha ppen e d to me was that the far.11er

came back trom. £1 10Y88, !:S a y i ng that he had. hea rd. t he t t.he ~er!n8 n s

were t hink i ng o~ s6arc t.log at ni gh t end sugges ted that we s hould

spend that ni~ht I n a haDga r f u l l o f s t r a w In t he mldc.le of a

fleld about 500 ya r ds t rom one of the r oa ds. ' :e o bed ien t ly go t

in t o ou r han gar and went u; t he ~ ·lr end a nd co ve r ed ourse l ve s

co mpl e t e l y I n s t raw. ':'ur i ng the early pa r t 0: the :: i gh t I hed

heard co nvoys go In g d own the r os a and !J: t ab out 1 c t c Loc k in the

.::I;JrniI16 1 SUddenly hea r d the mar-c hf ng 0 :' t o , t a nd wh a t ;nus t ha ve

be en about 15 men e t.op pe., ou tside . t .ne ha nga r in which we we r e

slee pi ng . l"o ur of the Ge rmans then p r oc e eced t o e nter t he ha nga r

a nd remove s t raw which they pass e d down to the otte r s wz c ca r ted

i t away . ·,le war ~ wonde r ing ell t he t i me wt ether t hey would re-

move suff i c i e n t s t raw s o that t he y would eventua lly unc ov e r US.

ho wever, a f t e r a bout 20 min u tes they pus hed off aod l eft us in

peece , Se r-gee n t, ~mi th a lso had s eve ra l e x per i en c e s much t he

same, proba bl y hi s beet be i ng when .t.e W"l S s t o pped by a German

off i cer e nd a s ke d f or 8 light. Fortunately , the Oe rman off i ce r

asked h i m in Ger man a nd he managed to make signs tt.a t he coul d

not unders t 'lnl1 h i :n. The Ger :nan t he n m'lde 8 sign t o him showing

h i.a:. wha t be wanted . lie l i t h is c Ig er-e t t e with 8 Ronson l ight e r
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and all pa s s ed well. To le was ot no impor t ance but it may be

ot interest. One night wbeo I was i n my bille t aslee p I had

no reas on to be l i e ve t hat t he Ge r mans were co a p.re t I ng 8 search

ot the area bu t I j us t could ao t sleep during the night and I

had 8. reeling that Se r gean t Smi t h was in de ng e r , This feeling

became s o strong that I could not stand a t an y longer. At

5 0 t cloc k: I got up a nd go t hold of t he t ermer ' s s on end tol d

h im to run do wn t o the far m at whiC h Se rgean t wml t h was stay­

i ng a nd t e ll Se zgeant; Smi t h to ta ke a l l b ls equf pe e n t, end ev e ry­

thing he had got an d t he boy would help h im to clear ott Into

the wood s . Though I think the s on though t I wee crazy, he r ll!. n

a l l the way t he r e a nd Se r ge a nt Smi th got out ot' the hous e at

6 : 30 in t he morni ng . iLt 7 o ' c l oc k: t he Germans arrived an d

searched the Whole bui l d i ng, flndi.cg no t h i ::g . I mentioned this

be ca use, on to ur dif terent occasions, to r no r eason a t all , I

seeme d t o have some sort a t hunch Which t ol d me to do some thing,

a nd in eec n case we avo Ide d so me danger.

At the time we a r rived a t El l oyes , there ex is t e d 8. maClu l s

o f r oughly 400 men in t he t orest no r th ot J a rme u.1L rm s 400

cons i s ted at 1 50 armed an d 2:;0 una rmed a e n , The Ge r mans who ,

tt.rougb. t he l ack: a t seour i t y at t he resis t an ce t hroughout the

dep a r tme nt , ha d a pr e t ty fa ir i dea of (a ) wbe r e all t he maou i s

wer e , a nd ( bl the ir a pprox1.mate st rength , move 4. an othe r d LvLe f on

o f' .sS t roops In, with t be Sa le tas k: or attacki ng the maCl uis north

of ~lloyes on a Sa t urda y morning and dis persed them eLk , Thi s

occa s ion wa s one which i s now the subjec t or an e nqu i ry by the

departmental chief. .he bead or the maquis was warned the ni gh t

be f ore tJ:lese t.r-oope had :noved into t he a r e a and that an ~t ta clc

was like ly i n the morning. He received 8. f urther warning i n

the mor n ing t hat Ge r man petrols were moving up toward s the

fores t. Upon r e ceiving t his i nf ormation be t oOk hi s bags,
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ha nded over the c ommand to 8 lie ute na nt, a nd deaceaded do wn to

the village, His e xc us e t or do i ng BO was t hat he ha d 8 r e a -

de 'lvous wi th me t -"h 1c& was coapletely rej.e e • The eequLe 1n

t heir c a tt l e tought with e xtreme bravery 'out very t t e t t e ski l l.

The resul t of t he be t t.Le wee 100 Germans k i l l ed I 100 wounde d.

The ae quf e casualt i es were 10 killed. About l ~ woun ded bad t o

be le tt be mnd , and wb.e n t he ae qut e returned nex t .JlOrn i ng

fo und t he Ge r mans had mas s a c r ed t he l ot. ..'h e l a r ge numbe r or
Ge r me n caa.ua l t les C130 be accounted f o r by t be rec e t hat Z; l t -

tires s po t t ed the Germans aIOvlng up t.ne side or t ae ::lounteln

a nd attacked theJl caus i ng e bc u t 50 ;;ercent or ':.he c as ual ties .

At the e nd or the for t night i t we e q,ui t e obvious that

liaison .... i th the d e pe r-t.een t .eI chi e f was no t going to t e gaine d.

a nd I de c ided to work: out ::J.y own salvel tion in one pe r-t tc uj e r

co rner . By th i s t.ime we ha d a j.Loc s ued the r emnant s of the

Maquis north or .J"a r .1leui l a s f ollows: 40 ·ue ';"l - a r r:led men, lead

by Lieutenant Roman, 1n the fo r e st eas t st Zlloye s, and a f ur-

t he r 100 a rmed an d st il l und e r the l eadershi;:l of t he old l e ade r -

e. ColIl,tQ.aDda n t Ach ill e - in the f orest a t Val d t ';' jol . 1.0 k:i l o::e t e re

south or Rem1r emont . I went t o s e e bo th the Leede r-s o r thes e

mac;.u is and made the fol lowing plans wi t h t he m. : -

( L} 'Ihat t he two ele:nents of maquis r e oa 1n i ng -

(a ) The 40, 6 kf Loae t.e r-s , e 13st at Sj.Loyes , e nc

s hould r emain in pj .ec e and should r e ceive stores tor coo at

(01 dna 600 e t (t l .

( .2) Tha t these store s s ho uld be dropped 48 hours t 9tore

t he Americans tried t he c r os s i ng or the &lose l l e .

(3) Tha t t he e l ements at t he maq,uls i n the a ho uI d te

warned t hat t hey were t o r e port to the aaqu t e when or de r ed t o
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do so,

(4) ':'ha t t he Myor, o r eoae other s -r Lt a b'l.e Leed Lng c i t i z e n ,

ah ouLd be d et a Ll.ed t o wer n t he se members of t he maquLs when to

t urn ou t, : ='9 pLa n was that t he n.ight before t h e gener-eL e t t.eck

0.:1 the llos9 l 1e, the .ce qut e ehou cc divide as follows:-

( 8.) ;,. group or 200 to attac k and take t he t.own or

~llo7es ,

( h) The.':. 4:10 of ·. he ea qu I s at :iami r emont should take

that town,

The re::;ainln,g 400 t o t e d Iv fd ed Lzrto one group at 200 , who

"/Vo ule. take a br-Ldgehe a ; on - Ee :los el l e at its mos t fordable

po Lnt I a nd. a f iJrther group of z oe s ho uld under-t.a ke general guer-

il l e war-rar-e t t..roU6ho ut the rema i nder of t ae lengt t. of the 1:05e l -

Le t e t.ween 211 :>78s and ~e .:: i r8::;O:l t . Th i s plan, however, could not

t 9 c a r r Led ou t o....ic.e to the r e fus al of ~JI t o s e nd us arms. ",7e

wer-e -ner-ercre r-ed uced to our 4.0 men lit 3l10ye8 ·....ith whom we

first of all he l ped t he -cner f can s get their br i dge head with ge n-

eral gueri lla warfare in t he moun t a i ns , Onc e the Amer i ca :'ls ca c e

cne t r cross ing , we used the ::l9.QUi5 as guides and "Age n t s dev ::.nt

Re ns e Igeant s ; " This, t oge t he r with l ocal pe t r o j du t i e s . was

our chie~ t a sk: '.mt i l t he t ime I Le r t ,

','iire l e ss re:ort of team At a st.e rr , Due t o the ruc t t hat. ..... were

Jl.oving ao s t of t he time it ....as found pr a c t Lce Lky imposs ible t o

keep s ked ti..:nes a s laid do wn . It was imposs ible to us e t he rec io

at all f or the firs t fo ur da ys due t o t he pr oxi mi t y at the e neary ,

fina lly con tacted nome s t .a-Lc n on t he evendng eked of 31

August s t r-eng th 4's. I he n again the nex t day I contac ted h Lm,

':"fter that I <ii a no t head the home station for eighteen da ys .

I wor-ked all t he t ime s on the emergency frequency . A message

was sent informing home s t a t i on of the existing conditions.
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:Jext evening I contacted. r.ne home station but sl,snal was very

wea k. It re.nalned weak all the t ime tr om then onwards . Fad-

log and interferences was the main reason tor the weakness.

Br oa dc a s t s were exce ptionally good all t he t i -e ,

The emergency was a lway s reliable. St a nd ar d of operat i ng

from horae station was poor .

'sug ge s t i ons tor further operations

Al.L aesa ege s Bent blind should be repea ted in br oad ca sts .

;.. different t ype of generator for t he se t is ne eded as the

exis ting ODe is tar t oo nois y.

;.11 rad io equipment was left in Peris at E. ~_. t here.

'NIT Equipment lost on Operat i o!ls .

(1 ) Ext.r -a receiver c ocpt.et.e - burnt when our e qu f p-

men t was 20 Augus t ,

{2~ Rec e i ve r lost ·....hen acciden t oc c urred on r-oad

ve eour - Lyon during return trip 2.0 Augus t ,

( "vi

(4)

( 5)

3 Crys t a l s lost - fre G.uencie s unkn own. ::0 Augus t ,

Ae r-LeL gea r l os t same time.

Some silks lost same time.

He maiacler reft in Far is at H.;..

.:o' i n8nci8l :.:.ta temen t

aece ivec by t.a j or Brown - - - - - - - - - - 100, 000 Fr s

c.xpenae s
handed to lo:aquis at El uys - - - - - ­
Handed to :,: . Hoc quant for r elations

of de ad in Maqui s - - - - - - - ­
Cl o t he s and material bought at Epna l ­
American uniform bough t in Faris ­
Living expenses Vosge s
Unac-eounted

Total

Returned - - - - - -

15 ,0 00

10,00 0
4,000
2 , 500

11,000

56:m
4.9,764
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Received by Captain Maitre - - - - - - - - - 100,000 Frs

Expenses
Given to Chief of ~£qui s of Rambeui l l e r s

in order to provide needs of fami­
lies of maquis - - - - - - - -- ­

Given to M. Hocquaux (Eloyer) for family
of Eloyer killed - - - - - - - - ­

Living expenses during the mission
Given to two agents dispatched at St.

~ie to obtain information
Given to various per s ons for ser~lces

rendered - - - - -
Furcha&es of cigarettes and soap

Total

15,000

10,000
20,000

10,000

10,000
3,Ogg

68,0

Re t urned - - - - - - - - - - - 32,000

Received by Sergeant Smith T - - _ - -

::::xpens e s
Gift to families of maquLs killed in

action - - - - -
For clothing bought - - - - - - ­
To maquis for food - - - - - - -
To personal keep while away from macuis
To Frenchmen who guided and worked with

me in abs enc e of ~la j or Brown ­
Totel - - - - -

Returned

50,000

10 ,000
4,800

10,000
20,000

3,ggg
47,

2,200




