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operations, Tesm Alestair

TEAM ALASTAIR
Jedburgh teem .last:sir wns the forty-sixth J-2dburgh team
to be dispestched to Frence from the United Kingdom.
Members of Team
Yejor 0. H. Rrown (3ritish), code neme "Kent"

Ceptzin (then Lieutensnt) R. Meitr2 (Frenct),
code neme "Donegall®

Sergsernt G. N. Smith (British), code nzme "Lincoln”

aree to shich Dispetched

Tesm Alasteir wes dispatched on the night of 24/f5 .uzust
to the Vosges rezion of France,

Purpose of Missior

Team Alesteir wes being disprtched to rssist in the organ-
ization of the FFI; to provide edditionel mesns of delivering
stores to the FFI; #nd to provide en zdditicnel link between
London end the FFI groups. They were to contuct Flanete
upon erriving in the field.

7irst Word from the Field

The followihg J/e.masssge deted 1 September wes the first
word from Alestair efter arrivel in the field . ]
"Repret silence. Contected Plenete. Morsals good.
Arms nil, Plen &s follows...cen te=xe over depertment
with sufficient arms. Send 3 aircreft to 14 erounds
1 night. !ames of grounds to follow."

surmary of Messeges Exchenged

1 September From Alastair . )

"3ive signz:1l for general rising. Tell Serco work
through FFI."

1 September From Alesteir
™411l seen Planste rsbout 59 men.”

yer Diery, Vol 3, p { , C-3579/34 1 3ep 44
( Cc-3522/11 30 .ug 44 , ©-3580/21 1 Sep 44
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4 September From Alestelr ! )

"Send 59 men on ground Rotetion. At seme time send
arms to ell other grounds."

4 September From Alastelr

"Send arms. Tomorrow will liberate whole department,
destroy esceping 3oche. Send 1 Vickers to each ground.”

4 September From SFHQ to Alesteir { ]

"Ask Americsn army to supply you with arms end smmuni-
tion tsken from the enemy."

4 September From Alasteir ¢ )

"Deylight operation already egreed by Planete on 5
grounds &nd number of plenes egreed. Must teke plsne
Wednesdey 6 September. W¥e will teke over department on
Thursdey. Plesse sdvise sction taken."

5 September From Alesteir }

"If you did not intend to give us cny support why did
you send us. There are no imericens here so can get no
erms et ell. For Gods seke do something.”

6 September From SFHQ to Alasteir | }

"Due to circumstances end reesons beyond our control
it is impossible to send you operstions &t present. Planete
wes notifled. Operations still on progrerme but we do not
know when they will teke plece. Sorry.”"

7 September From Alastelr | )

"yhole depertment reedy. ¥?ill now fight without erms.
25,000 orgenized ermy."

9 September From Alestelr | )

"Situetion very difficult. Heve lost everythinz except
whet we stend up in. 3oche burnt farm in which wes ell our
stuff, Hun very sctive. Mequis hzve not enough .arms to
defend themselves with. Plesse send at leest something now."

10 september From Alasteir ( )

"Treins of tenks signelled line Tpinel 3t Die today
or tomorrow. 3end sircrzft. Toche in possession of ground
Chatilein.”

C-3789/3 4 Sep 44
C-6459 4 Sep 44
C-3901/32 5 Sep 44
C-4088/24 7 Sep 44
C-4383/27 10 Sep 44

C-3792/6 4 Sep 44
C-3788/19 4 Sep 44
Cc-6488 6 Sep 44
C-4297/27 9 Sep 44
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11 September From SFHQ to Alaesteir { j

"Urgent from Americen Army. Request thest bridges
Moselle between Chermes end Epinsl inclusive be preserved.”
11 September From SFHR to Alasteir ( )

"500d news. 3tarting Tuesdey night for you end Rots-
tion 3 sirplenes on eech of following grounds - Fleche,
Coupole, Berlingot, Beraque, Siecle, Restsurant, anatomie,
Seltimbenque, Crevaesse, Berbiche, Donon &nd Mirliton.
Heving some equipment for you sent from ME65. ‘Take good
note of Chatelain. 3end us urgent coordinetes esked for
in our last message. Doing our dsmned best to help you."

12 September From Alastelr (

"Aree full of Boche, especlelly Remiremont. Tenks
end vehlcles well camouflnged under trees on roed stetion
to town. Please bomb."

13 September From alesteir ( i

"Send arms for grounds mentioned &s soon es possible.
TUse B3C phrese Sottise., #ill send coordintte soon other
grounds es soon &s possible. Lisison difficult confined
to wrlking. Boche everywhere. Ney be contempleting defense
of loyelle between Apinel and Sussang. Bewsre .¢k .ck
Zpinsl end arches. Do not send equipment yet. 4ll we
went is uniform, welking kit, musette beg, boots, sleeping
bsz, cerbines, zutome=tics, knives #nd smmo."

15 September From Alasteir ( J

"arounds for which you wented coordinates cre reserved
for Alsece. Je do not know them. Ground Rotstion 1s com-
promised. 3end erms urgently ground Perfecture."

16 September From Alsstalr | }

"Hold up operetions Chatelain until confirmed. Germens
ettecking them tomorrow. Alrcraft would be useful.”

19 september From SFHY to Alestelr

"Sending ops on Anatomie, Bsrbiche, Berlingot snd
Bareque tonight. We do not know when Generel LeClerc enter
your district. Will not be sble to serve Thetelcin and
Lorgnette for they ere not homo yet. .agein get in touch
with 2otetion urgent.”

19 September From Alesteir
"Urgent send arms for 400 men to Chatelain snd for 600
men to Lorgnette immedietely. 'Will then liberste valley
Remiremont-Jermenil. Plesse advise us when Genersl LeClerc
will enter this district. will attack 24 hours before.”

Cc-1111 11 Sep 44
C-4682/42 17 3ep 44
c-41/10 16 Sep 44
c-237/26 19 Sep 44

) C-1167 11 Sep 44
) C-4574/72 12 Sep 44
) C-4862/80 15 Sep 44

c-2325 19 3ep 44
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19 September From Alastelr ( )

"Many Russiens smong defending troops. Will surren-
der to Americens but not to French troops. Cen you drop
leeflets telling them to do so.

20 September TFrom 3FHQ to Alasteir ( )

"All set to drop leaflets on Russiens. Give us
exact position where these would do most good.”

24 September From SFHQ to Alsstalr { )

"Jed team Jacob reduced to Cauptein Sough. Is in
northeust of St Die with Maximum, chief ops region. Have
no news for over u week from them &s region 1s infested
with Boche. Maguis there ere sme1ll groups of 200, Jed
Jim 1s in your ereaz at the mill at Zloyes."

25 September From SFHQ to Alesteir ( )

"Cerry on which Ceptasin Benbury since mission looks
good. As long ss you feel you can be real help to him,
cerry on Oliver."

26 September From Alestalr { )

"2esist.nce east of ares Epinal with exception of pos-
sible Rorpoy. 600 in arees Selles belleved to be in /T
comnunication with London. Plesse communicate the follow-
ing orders - first, that they recruit 50 men capable of
guiding Allled armies to Germeun border; second, that they
split group into dispositions of 30; third, that they do
not attack until ordered to do so. Our work now finished.
Intend return London immediztely."

Report of Teem Upon Return from the ¥ield - 24 ‘\ugust to 26 3eptember

Mission. To contect Colonel Meximum * end work under
his orders with the maquis in the urec northesst of 5t. Die end
possibly in Alsace.

25{9_{2&5. de were originclly zlerted on 8 August rnd arrived
in London on 11 August where we were hunded over to Lleutenent
Westin, our briefing officer. He, in his tuen, hended us over
to Lieutensznt Deranger who gcve us & very full briefing on the
area of St. Die e¢nd descriptions of the various mgquis whom we
were likely to meet in that sarea esnd thelr stote of :rmeament

which wes virtuelly nil. Je were also gliven the password,

} C-243/12 19 3Sep 44 ( C-2512 20 Sep 44
( ) A=79 24 Sep 44 A-91 25 3Jep 44
) A-244/38 26 Sep 44 ( War Diary, Vol 3, p
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should we be, by &ny chence, dropped ewey from the reception
comm.ttee.

we were first clerted to go on 12 ..ugust but Jjust as we
were getiing into the csr the operstiomn wus csncelled for that
night. e sctuslly did not get swey until 24 August heving
meneged to get one foot in the plane on 23 .ugust. The reason
for our deley wens given as two-fold:-

(1) That Jedburgh tesm Jeco®, who wes supposed to be
1rying on a reception for us had encountered trouble £nd were,
in fict, having e brttle on our proposed dropping ground. (

(2) That, »s yet, the chiefs in the region h:+d not rereed
on the d=te of our «rrivel nor given us u dropping point. e
received no further briefing, cither os to chrnge of dropping
ground or chunge of mission, nnd on the morning of 22 .ugust
I went over to MFFI Hesdquerrters where I discovered thet we
hed » completely new dropping ground 30 kilometres to the west
of the one on which we were previously to heve been dropped.

#s 1t took me the best part of two hours to glean even this
mer~re information I had no time to cheeck up on where our mission
hed been chunged to, =nd proceeded to the serodrome (Horringzton).
The only personnel whose names we were given on the other side
were (&) Planete, the D.M.Z. of the areus, snd (b) Colonel Meximum,
whose job was not given us.

Disputch and Arrival. ‘e took off from Herrington aerodrome
et 2059 hours on 24 .ugust, ofter & feclse start on the 23rd.
3efore deprrture we hed sgreed with the pllot the order of drop-
ping which wrs.ns follows:

1st ?un: Contulners, 3 members of the term end 2

personal packages.
2nd wun: Remelinder of the puckages.

{ bp this volume
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The navigetor then showed us the route we were to follow
and the ground on which we would be dropped, and informed us
that we should be dropped at 1010 hours. The dispatcher then
went over the whole of the drill with us and we were eventuelly
airborne in greet spirits.

The pilot errived over the dropping area st exactly the
time he said he would, sew the lights stresight awey, and we
commenced dropping on the first run.

The dropping did not teke place quite &s scheduled. Cap=-
tein Maitre, who was Mo. 1, unfortunetely hesiteted beccuse he
seld he saw the contelners going past the hole just ss the dis-
petcher ssid "Go"! The dispstcher then gave him three more "Zos",
which I do not think he heard #s it was not until I gave him a
kick that he reslly rezlized he hed to go, @#nd then jumped. This
mesnt thet 1t was impossible to jump more then Ceptein Maitre
-nd Sergeent Smith on the first run, snd I wes held buack for the
second run. This, unfortunetely, ceused me to heve a very bud
drop. The pilot, believing thet he only hud peckrges left in
the plane, ceme down to whst must heve been ebout 400 feet end
did not de-wccelerate et ell in dropping, the result being that
I got a considerzble.buffeting, both feet in the rigzing lines,
snd took & number of psnels out of the chute. One of the maquis
who wes running to assist me, at the lest moment, in order to
avoid me, lay flat on his stomach, whereupon I set rether heevily
on him, seving myself a considercble zmount of discomfort, but
rendering him unconscious for two days.

The plone only menaged to get 3 other pusckeges out with me-
and eventuelly dropped the whole of the load in four sticks., I

would like hers to express our gratitude for (s) the excellent
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Operations, Team Alastair (Cont'd)

way in which we were treated at the aerodrome, and (b) the
excellence of the crew on the operation. We all had complete
confidence in the dispatcher and the pilot dropped hise load
in four runs and each time came straight over the lights and
dropped the first package dead over the center light. The
result of this was that everything in the plane was found in
a circle of 250 yards diameter.

Reception. The reception was about the most frightening
thing that one could evar experience. As I started my descent,
I noticed 1ittle lights all over the place and a noise which
I am sure could be heard at least a kilometer awsy. It turned
out that we had been receivea by a reception committee of 500
men, which was a maquis which had only been mobilized the night
before in the expectancy of receiving sufficient arms for the
whole group on the night we were dropve.. All that they actually
received was the contents of the 12 containers in our plane
which was a ridiculous load -- 8 containers of sabotage equip-
ment and 4 containers of arms., This situation was for all a
pretty poor start as they had been led to expect by the BBC
message that there would be two aircraft arriving that night
on that ground which they confidentially expected would be full
of arms, and to receive 8 containers of sabotage equipment
which, to say the least, were only a damn nuisance, and only 4
containers of arms, did not increase their confidence in the
people who were coming to help them, ‘hat happened to the
second plane which was supposed to drop on our ground I do not
know, It left 6 minutes before us with a French officer on
board and 12 containers; but if i“ dia arrive anywhere, it
certainly did not arrive on our ground. IlLiowever, a plane did

arrive which dropped 10 UAE who were supposed to have been
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dropped on a ground 25 kilometers away. It was also supposed
to have dropped 24 containers for the maquis, but these were
not dropped.

Immediately after landing we were taken to a nearby farm
where we were given something to eat and drink. Here we met a
Commandant Etienne who turned out to be the Adjutant to Com-
mandant Lidier, who was the departmental chie”. The only rea-
son for his presence on the ground was that, being a new maquis,
he wanted to see that they did not make a complete bungle of
the thing.

‘“hen all the containers had been collected and put into two
trucks, we proceeded with them and the maquis to a nearby wood,
having asked Etienne to put us in touch with the Departmental
Chief at the earliest opportunity. In conversation with Etienne
we discovered that team Jacob had already gone off with Colonel
Maximum on the mission for which we had originally been briefed.
He also told us that the whole department was in process of
being organized into fighting groups and, having lost our origi-
nal mission we decided that the best plan was to work with the
Lepartmental Chief. I would like to state here that it would
have helped us considerably had we teen told by London that
Commandant Lidier and Commandant Etienne did, in fect, exist,

accomplishment of Task. At 7 o'clock on 25 August we
were contacted by the leader of the maguis to which we had
been dropped. #e changed into civilian clothes and were trans-
portea in an open truck with no papers into the town of Ramber-
villiers where we were divided into two, Captain Maitre staying
at one house and Sergeant Lmith and myself at another, where we
were to await a liaison with Commandant Lidier. This time we

were slightly handicapped as, owing to my dropping accident, I
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was unable to walk for the first two days.

This maguis to which we had been dropped, and who were
doing liaison duties for us, were extremely careless, and as
there were quite a large number of collaborators in the town,
including one in the house next door to us and one in the house
opposite, I was not at all happy about our position and on the
second day I insisted that we were moved somewhere else, as
quite a lot of people were beginning to know of our presence
even if they did not know who we were.

/Wie moved that night to St. Benoit, and learned later the
following morning that the Germans had sent a patrol to search
the house., We stayed at Ct, Benoit for a further two days.

This time we were in an unused house in the middle of the vil-
lage, stuck in one room with the blackout up which we could

not remove even by day because it would have shown that some-
body was in occupation. At the end of this time we were any-
thing but at the top of our form, expecially since reports were
coming in all the time that the Germans were reinforcing the
district.

On the morning of the 5th day we were moved again, this time
to a house at Moussoux, & village near Epinale, where we were at
last to have contact with Commandant Didier. As a matter of inter-
est, we had a bit of luck on this run. I had noticed that when
we started there was a considerable number of German troops on
the roads as we went by, and I pleaded with the driver to go as
fast as he could., Just south of Rambervilliers we passed another
truck and about a kilometer and a half behind that we went through
a German control post. at this time we were still without papers.
The truck behind us which we had passed was stopped by the con-

trol post and actually we were the last vehicle in the department
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to go through a control post unchallenged.

After our arrival on the farm at Moussoux we met Commandant
Didier, Commandant Etienne and several of the leaders of the
various maquis in the department. At the conference with Com-
mandant Lidier I outlined the following plan to him which he
accepted: -

(1) To have a concentrated night dropping operation where
we would serve 14 grounds with 3 aircraft all on the same night.
The reason behind this was that the Germans had now reinforced
the area quite considerably and we did not want to have dropping
operations night after night and thus enable the Boche to concen-
trate his forces against a single maquis.

(2) Not to increase the strength of any of the present
maquis and, in fact, to send back those unarmed men who could
return home for the moment. All effectives were to be warned
that they were to stand by and that they would be called out to
the macuis according to the number of arms which were dropped on
their particular ground.

(3) That, after the night dropping hed taken place, the
armed men should then be placed in the neighborhood of the day-
light dropping points to act as a protecting body.

(4) To call for the daylight operations which had already
been agreed between FPlanete and London.

(5) After the daylight operation, to call out all the FFI
and start general guerrilla activities 48 hours after the day-
light dropping.

The completion of stage (b) of the plan would have left us
with an effective of 25,000 armed men. The plan as regards the
3 members of the team was to leave Captain Maitre at the farm to

act ac intermediary between Commandant Didier and myself,
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Sergeant Smith and myself were to be accommodated in separate
farms close to each other on the edge of the forest near Elloyes.
This plan, however, had to be abandoned as, during the confer-
ence, an agent liaison had warned us that the Boche were watch-
ing the area, and the evening before fergeant Omith erd I rad
le¢ft, somebody suddenly came in and sald that the Germans were
actually watching the farm itself, Under the circumstances we
decided that it would be best for the 3 of us to leave as cuickly
as possible, and the new arrangements were that Captain Maitre
chould now go to the mill at Elloyes while Sergeant Zmith and I
still held to our original plan. Bzfore we left the farm we had
our first radio communication with London, outlining the plan we
had made at the conference. During the journey from the farm to
the area of Elloyes there was one incident which was a good warn-
ing to us. W#e had to use the bridge at Jarmeuil, and as I was
rather suspicious that this bridge would be guarded, and sent the
guide over the bridge first and told him to return if it was not
guarded. If it was guarded he was to continue on his way and we
would swim across ourselves later. He came back and the four of
us crossed the bridge, Captain maitre and Sergeant Cmith having
the radio set on their backs. We noticed a bduilding just the
other side of the bridge and I inquired of the guide what this
vas, and he told me that this was the local Estaminet and also
informed me that the guard was inside. Just as we got to the
other side of the bridge we heard somebody come down a path and
a German officer with a girl friend passed 5 yards in front of
us, I gquote this incident mainly for the lesson that it taught
us, which was never to believe anything what the members of the
Resistance told us from the point of view of danger. They are so

used to seeing the Germens all over the place that they forget
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trat, whereas they themselves can pass without trouble, 3 odd

people, none of whom have papers, one of whom cannot speak
French, and two of whom have wireless sets on their backs,
cannot pass quite so easily.

Having arrived at our various abodes, the time pass reason-
ably quietly for a week as we were waiting for a reply from
London as to our plans. The first answer which we received was
that it was impossible to send us anything by night - in the
words of the telegram - "owing to unforeseen circumstances and
situations teyond our control."™ &e then received a message to.
say that the daylight operations were now cancelled owing to
the fact that Flanete had not complied with some of the condi-
tions under which the operations would be undertaken. By this
time, the area was extemely heavily occupied by the Germans.
They had stopped all civilian motor tramsport, it was impossible
to travel by bicycle because you were merely stopped by a German
soldier and the bicycle pinched, and we were therefore reduced
by moving by foot, which meant that liaison with the departmental
chief ceased altogether and we became completely out of touch
with all the departmental chiefs. I still hoped at the time to
be able to rsgain contact with the departmental chief and there-
fore for a week did nothing as regards organizing that particu-
lar area for fear of being at variance with the plans of the
whole department. UDLuring this time Captain Maitre had managed
to install himself in Elloyes and was taken on the strength of
the village. This meant that his safety in the village was as-
sured but, on the other hand, had the inconvenience of meaning
that he could not leave the village for any considerable time,
which meant that, henceforth, his only use was that of liaison,

which had ceased. Oergeant Smith and I however, owing to being
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in outlying districts and also to the fact that Sergeant tmith
could not speak French, were virtually in hiding. The Germans
at this time started searching in various places as they had an
idea that 3 af us were somewhere in the area. +his meant that
our method of living was to sleep at the farm, but to leave it
an hour before dawn, remain in the forest during the day and
return an hour after dark. At times, when we had reason to be-
lieve that the Germans were considering searching in the night
as well as during the day, we had to spend the whole night out,

One incident there which happened to me was that the farmer
came back from £lloyes, saying that he had heerd that the Germans
were thinking of searching at night and suggested that we should
spend that night in a hangar full of straw in the midcle of a
field about 500 yards from one of the roads. 'e obediently got
into our hengar and went ur the far end and covered ourselves
completely in straw. Luring the early part of the night I had
heard convoys going down the road and at about 1 o'clock in the
morning I suddenly heard the marching of fe:t and what must have
been about 15 men stoppeu outside. the hangar in which we were
sleeping. Four of the Germans then proceeded to enter the hangar
and remove straw which they passed down to the otkers who carted
it away. e wer: wondering all the time whether they would re-
move sufficient straw so that they would eventually uncover us.
Lowever, after about 20 minutes they pushed off and left us in
peace. Ctergeant tmith also had several experiences much the
same, probably his best being when Le was stopped by a German
officer and asked for a light. Fortunately, the German officer
asxed him in German and he managed to make signs that he could
not understind him. The German then m2de a sign to him showing

him what he wanted. He 1it his cigsrette with a Ronson lighter
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and all passed well. This was of no importance but it may be
of interest. One night when I was in my billet asleep I had
no reason to believe that the Germans were compieting a search
of the area but I just could not sleep during the night and I
had a feeling that Sergeant Smith was in danger. This feeling
became so strong that I could not stend at any longer. At
5 o'clock I got up and got hold of the farmer's son and told
him to run down to the farm at which Sergeant cmith was stay-
ing and tell Serg=ant Smith to take all his equipment and every-
thing he had got and the boy would help him to clear off into
the woods. Though I think the son thought I wes crazy, he ran
all the way there and Sergeant Smith got out of the house at
6:30 in the morning. at 7 o'clock the Germans arrived and
searched the whole building, finding nothing. I mentioned this
because, on four different occasions, for no reason at all, I
seemed to have some sort of hunch which told me to do something,
and in each case we avoided some danger,

At the time we arrived at Elloyes, there existed a maquis
of roughly 40C men in the forest north of Jarmeuil. This 400
consisted of 150 armed and 2:0 unarmed men., The Germans who,
through the lack of security of the resistance throughout the
department, had a pretty fair idea of (a) where all the macuis
were, and (b) their approximate strength, moved another division
of £S troops in, with the sole task of attacking the maquis north
of Elloyes on a Zaturday morning and dispersed them all. This
occasion was one which is now the subject of an snquiry by the
departmental chief, ihe head of the maquis was warned the night
before these troops had moved into the area and that an attack
was likely in the morning. He received a further warning in
the morning that German patrols were moving up towards the

forest. Upon receiving this informetion he todk his bags,
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handed over the command to a lieutenant, and descended down to
the village. His excuse for doing so was that he had a ren-
dezvous with me, which was completely false. The maquis in
their battle fought with extreme bravery but very little skill,
The result of the battle was 100 Germans killed, 100 wounded.
The maquis casualties were 10 killed. About 15 wounded had to
be left behind, and when the maquis returned next.morning
found the Germans had massacred the lot. ihe large number of
German casualties can be accounted for by the fact that Zzit-
fires spotted the Germans moving up the side of the mountein
and attacked them causing about 50 percent of the casualties,

At the end of the fortnight it wes quite obvious that
liaison with the departmentzl chief was not going to te gained,
and I decided to work out ay own salvation in one sarticular
corner. By this time we had allocated the remnants of the
Maquis north of Jarmeuil as follows: 4C we.l-armed men, lead
by Lieutenant Roman, in the forest east of ZIlloyes, and 2 fur=-
ther 100 armed and still under the leadership of the old leader -
2 Commandant achille - in the forest at Val d'ajol, 10 kilometers
south of Remiremont. I went to see both the leaders of these
macuis end made the following plans with them:-

(1) That the two elements of maquis remaining-

(a) The 40, 6 kilometers, esst of Zlloyes, =nd
(b, The 100, scuth-ea:zt of .Jiamirec~at-
should remain in place and should receive stores for 400 at
(a) and 600 at (b).

(2) That these stores should be dropped 48 hours btefore
the Americans tried the crossing of the Moselle.

(3) That the elemen®s of the maguis in the shouli bte

warned that they were to report to the maquis when ordered to
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do so.

(4) That the mayor, or some other suitable leading citiszen,
should te d2taliled to warn these members of the masuls when to
turn out. Ths plan was that the night before the general attsck
on the Moselle, the zaguis shou.d divide a&s follows:-

{a) a group of 200 to attack and take the town of
Zlloyes.

(b) Tha%t 400 of -he maguls of Remiremont should take
that town.

The remaining 400 to te divided into one group of 200, who
would take 2 tridgehsa:z on -he Moselle at its most fordable
coint, and a further group of 200 should undertake general guer-
ille warfare tcroughout the remainder of the length of the losel-
le tetween Zlloyes and Reairezont. This plan, however, could not
ts carried out owing to the refusal of ZMF?I to send us arms, Ve
were -herefore reduced to our 40 men at Zlloyes with whom we
first of all helped the americans get their bridgehead with gen-
eral guerilla warfare in the mountains, Once the Americans made
their crossing, we used the maquis as guldes and "Agents dev:int
Rehseigmants,” This, tozether with local patrol duties, was
our chief task until the time I lef:.

wireless recort of team alastair., Due tec the fact that we were

moving most of the time it was found practically impossibtle to

keep sked times as laid down. It was impossibtle to use the radio

at all for the first four days due to the proximity of the eneay,
I finally contacted home sta-ion on the ewening sked of 31

August stirength 4's., T[hen again the next day I contacted him.

after that I did not head the home station for eighteen days.

I worxed all the times on the emergency frequency. A message

was sent informing home station of the existing conditionms.
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Next evening I contacted the home station but signal was very
weak, It remained weak all the time from then onwards., Fad-
ing ané interferences was the main reason for the weakness,
Broadcasts were exceptionally good all the ti-e.

The emergency was always reliable. EStandard of operating
from home station was poor.

Suggestions for further operations

All messages sent blind should te repeated in broadcasts,

» different type of generator for the set is needed as the
existing one is far too noisy.

All radio equipment was left in Paris at E.S5. there,

N/T Eguipment lost on Operations.

(1) Zxtra receiver complete - burnt when our equip-
ment was 20 august.

{2) Fkeceiver lost when accident occurred on road
Vesoul - Lyon during return trip 20 august,

{3} 3 Crystals lost - frequencies unknown. Z0 August.

(4) acrial gear lost same time.

(5) CSome silks lost same time,

Remainder left in Feris at H.&.

Financiel -tatement

Recelived by Lajor Brown - = - - - = - = - - 100,000 Frs
axpenses
kanded to Maquis at Zluys - - - - - - 15,000
Handed to i, Hocquant for relations
of dead in Maquis - - - - - - - - 10,000
Clothes and material bought at Epnal - 4,000
American uniform bought in Faris - - - 2,500
Living expenses Vosges - - -~ = = = = = 11,000
Unaccounted = = = = = = = = = = « - = 7,736

Total == = == oo m s 50276

Returped -- - = = = = = = = = - = = - = - - 49,764
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Received by Captain Maitre - - - - - - - - -

Expenses

Given to Chief of Maquis of Rambeuillers
in order to provide needs of fami-
lies of maquis = - =~ = - - - - - -

Given to M. Hocquaux (Eloyer) for family

of Bloyer killed - - = = = = - - -
Living expenses during the mission - -
Given to two agents dispstched at St.

Die to obtain information - - - -
Given to various persons for services

rendered - - - = = = = = - = - - -
Furchases of cigarettes and soap - - -
Tot8l « = = = = = = = = = = = - -
Returned = = = = = = = = = = ¢ « = = = = = =
Received by Sergeant Smith 7 = - &~ - - - - -
sxpenses
Gift to families of maquis killed in
action - = = = = = = = = = - - - -
For clothing bought - - = = = = - = - -

To maquis for food - = = = « = = = = =
To personal keep while away from macuis
To Frenchmen who guided and worked with
me in absence of Major Brown - - -
Total = = = = = = = = = = = = - =

Returned - = = = = = = = = = - = = - = & ~ -

100,000 Frs

15,000

10,000
20,000

10,000
10,000
3,000

8,000

32,000

50,000

10,000

4,800
10,000
20,000

3,000

77,800





